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Chiefs back down on ‘no waiting’ zone after backlash 

COUNCIL U-TURN 
ON PARKING BAN 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


HIGHWAYS bosses have 
scrapped plans to ban park¬ 
ing on part of a street in Great 
Barr following a backlash 
from residents. 

People living in Norbreck Close 
complained they would struggle to 
find anywhere to leave their cars if 
the changes were introduced. 

Sandwell Council was set to make part of the 
road a ‘no waiting at any time’ zone but nine 
residents objected to the plans. They said there 
was limited space for on-street parking at it 
was, so any changes would only make the situa¬ 
tion worse. The street is often clogged with cars 
parked by people attending a nearby doctor’s 
surgery, residents said. The narrow cul-de-sac 
is just off the main A4041 Newton Road and 
there are double yellow lines near its junction 
with Jayshaw Avenue. 

Due to the weight of opposition, the council 
has decided to abandon the plans. The changes 
had originally been proposed following a com¬ 
plaint from a resident about obstructive park¬ 
ing on the street. 

A council highways report said: “The nine 
objectors claim the proposals will have a detri¬ 
mental effect on the residents as on street park¬ 
ing space is limited and visitors to the doctors’ 
surgery already take up available space.” 

Objections 

The report added bosses had decided to back 
down because of the number of objections. 

The decision to scrap the parking restrictions 
on Norbreck Close in response to residents’ 
concerns, has been welcomed by Labour Coun¬ 
cillor Joyce Underhill, who represents those in 
the ward. 

Councillor Underhill said: “It was going to 
affect both those people who are just visiting 
the area but also the residents. If the residents 
objected to it and it has been squashed, then 
I welcome that decision.” Councillor Underhill 
also hopes that the parking situation will dra¬ 
matically improve for residents with the reloca¬ 
tion of the nearby GP practice. 

Park House Surgery on Newton Road, which 
currently has more than 2,300 registered pa¬ 
tients, is expected to close once a merger has 
been approved with two other surgeries in 
Great Barr, Sundial Surgery and Drs Pal and 
Jemahl Surgery. The plans are to combine all 
three into a newly-built £3.2 million practice 
on Queslade Close, which will cater for up to 
15,000 patients. 

However, the council has decided to press 
ahead with various other restrictions across 
the borough. 


FUND KICKS OFF IN HONOUR OF TERROR VICTIM JOEL 




Team captains, left, Owen Richards, aged 17, of Wednesbury, brother of Joel, with right, referee coach Roy Burton, of Burton-on-Trent, at Great Barr 


A FUND to help young people into football 
has been launched in honour of Wednesbury 
terror attack victim Joel Richards. 

The Joel Richards Legacy Fund will sup¬ 
port young players, referees and coaches hop¬ 
ing to have a future in the game. 

Joel was a referee and was tipped to have a 
big future in the game before tragedy struck. 
He was killed alongside his uncle Adrian 
Evans and grandfather Patrick Evans in the 
Tunisia beach attack in June 2015. 

The fund was launched by the Birming¬ 
ham County FA - where Joel also served as 
chairman of the Youth Council - on Sunday 
to coincide with what would have been Jo¬ 


el’s 21st birthday on Wednesday. A day of 
events was held to mark the occasion at the 
County FA headquarters in Great Barr, cul¬ 
minating in a football match featuring Joel’s 
younger brother Owen, who survived the at¬ 
tack. Proud mother Suzy Richards, who lost 
her son, brother and father, was watching on 
from the sidelines. 

She said: “It will help to pay for things like 
exams, kit or any trips they have to do.” 

More than £500 was raised from the foot¬ 
ball match, while Joel’s former school Stuart 
Bathurst High in Wednesbury has donated 
£900 to the cause. 

Suzy said: “It is the perfect tribute to Joel.” 


Centre, Suzy Richards, with the match ball 


TRAVELLERS 

£15k work to keep 
caravans off site 

PLANS to secure playing fields in West 
Bromwich are set to go ahead after travel¬ 
lers have moved off the area for the fourth 
time in 18 months. 

The council will create a raised earth 
mound around the perimeter of the site 
in Schofield Avenue and Wyntor Lane, to 
stop travellers from moving onto the land 
again. 

Sandwell’s cabinet member for regener¬ 
ation and economic investment, Councillor 
Paul Moore, said: “Travellers were evicted 
from the site by the police last Tuesday 
using a Section 61 order.” 

Councillor Moore confirmed that work to 
secure the site is set to start imminently at 
a cost of around £15,000. 

HEALTH 

NHS trust teams in 
final of top awards 

TWO teams at Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust have 
made it to the finals of a prestigious 
national award. 

The Community Care and the FINCH 
team, are both in the Nursing Times 
Awards 2016 final. 

The Community Matron Care Homes 
team has been shortlisted in two cat¬ 
egories - Care of Older People and 
Managing Long-term Conditions. 

Ruth Williams, iCares sen/ice man¬ 
ager, said: “I am absolutely delighted 
for the team with this success.” 

COUNCIL 

Support pledge for 
the Armed Forces 

SANDWELL Council has pledged its ongo¬ 
ing support to people who serve or have 
served in theArmed Forces and their fam¬ 
ilies. 

The authority and Ministry of Defence 
have signed a new covenant, which com¬ 
mits Sandwell to supporting the Armed 
Forces community. 

The Armed Forces Covenant recognises 
‘the value serving personnel, both regular 
and reservist, veterans and military families 
contribute to our business and our coun¬ 
try’. The council is also encouraging local 
businesses, community groups and indi¬ 
viduals to pledge their support too. 
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Express A Star 


EVERY DAY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HAST1L0W 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 




Relax and enjoy our new travel service 



Tower Bridge in London - the capital 
is always a popular choice 


READERS of the Chronicle series 
can enjoy a new travel service, 
which offers day and weekend 
trips plus a variety of holidays 
with trusted tour operators. 

Star Reader Travel has been 
part of the weeklies’ sister news¬ 
paper the Express & Star for more 
than 40 years, working with spe¬ 
cialist companies offering passen¬ 
gers quality trips at affordable 
prices. 

Now Chronicle readers can take 
advantage of these breaks and hol¬ 
idays which will be advertised in 


the paper every week. They simply 
contact the tour operator direct to 
request a brochure and book their 
chosen trip. 

All trips are provided by trusted 
agents and are handpicked so read¬ 
ers have peace of mind they are 
getting the best value for money. 

Offers include weekend breaks 
to London, river cruises and trips 
to Europe by air, coach or Eu- 
rostar. There are also long haul 
packages to far away destinations, 
frequently escorted by experienced 
tour managers, as well as once-in- 


a-lifetime experience trips. Group 
Editor Sue Attwater said: “This is 
a great new service for our readers. 
We hand pick the tour companies 
to ensure our readers are being 
given the best customer care pos¬ 
sible. 

“Our readers know they will be 
in safe hands as all our operators 
are bonded and have ATOL pro¬ 
tection, where applicable, to meet 
the high standards expected by us. 
Have a look at what is on offer in 
today’s paper from Star Reader 
Travel.” 


Parades put at risk by 
police chiefs' decision 

WEST Midlands Police will no 
longer provide officers for traffic 
management duties for Remem¬ 
brance Day parades - in a move 
labelled ‘a disgrace’ by Royal 
British Legion leaders. 

The force has confirmed a change of 
policy which means closing roads for 
the parades to honour fallen soldiers 
is now the responsibility of organisers. 

However, some Black Country British 
Legion branches have said they will not be 
able afford the cash required to hire a pro¬ 
fessional traffic management contractor, 
leaving some events at risk. 

A letter to Walsall North MP David 
Winnick, from Walsall Chief Superinten¬ 
dent Joanne Clews states that at a meet¬ 
ing earlier this month, between police and 
Walsall branches, members were told that 
police ‘would not as in previous years be 
able to resource the physical staffing of the 
road closures’. 

Chief Superintendent Clews added: “As 
you would expect this policy change has 
clear implications for the viability of the 
parades.” Mr Winnick said he will be tak¬ 
ing the issue up in the House of Commons. 

Outraged 

Cradley British Legion’s chairman Nor¬ 
man Catton said the town’s parade will 
carry on, but he was outraged at the po¬ 
lice’s decision. 

Mr Catton said: “We were threatened 
with this some years ago at our branch but 
will hold the parade no matter what. I’m 
extremely angry - as far as I’m concerned 
this is a disgusting attack on the men and 
women who have served our country. 

“We are collecting money for charity, so 
why should we spend that money on road 
closures? That money is supposed to go to 
the men and women who have served.” 

Police spokesman Ms Hunt said: “West 
Midlands Police is absolutely committed 
to actively supporting and attending Armi¬ 
stice and Remembrance Day parades across 
the force area. Each year our police officers, 
special constables, PCSOs and police staff 
volunteer their time to help manage the pa¬ 
rades and pay their respects as well. Clos¬ 
ing roads is the responsibility of the event 
organisers who should make arrangements 
via an appropriate company.”” 


Striding forward across six towns 



Sandwell Ramblers, from left to right, John Scott, Joyce Scott, Councillor Richard Marshall, Law¬ 
rence Humphries, Brian Gregg, Cynthia Farnell, Don Evitts, Betty Evitts, Peter Figg and Cliff Farnell 


INTREPID runners and walk¬ 
ers are being urged to put their 
best foot forward and sign up for 
Sandwell’s popular Six Towns 
Challenge. 

A team of 25 volunteers from 
Sandwell Ramblers, together with 
Sandwell Council and Mytime Ac¬ 
tive, are organising the challenge 
on Sunday August 28. A 26-mile 
route takes in each of the borough’s 
six towns and the famous Nether- 
ton Tunnel. 

There are also 14 and 18-mile 
routes as well as the free, five-mile 
guided Sandwell Stride Jamboree 
walk. The event starts from the 


Dartmouth Park Fort Pavilion in 
West Bromwich. 

Mytime Active, which promotes 
health and well-being within the 
borough with its Sandwell Stride 
programme of guided walks, is sup¬ 
porting the event. 

Walkers and runners on the 26- 
mile route will take in the world-fa¬ 
mous 1.7 mile (3,027 yards) unlit 
Netherton Tunnel and will need to 
bring their own torches. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for leisure, said: “This is a great 
way to discover parts of Sandwell 
which people might otherwise not 


be aware of and for those who want 
to walk or run the 26-mile route 
there’s the famous Netherton Tun¬ 
nel to experience.” 

Entry fees for the distance walk¬ 
ers and runners are £6 for those 
who pre-book and £7 to pay on 
the day. The 26-mile route starts 
at 8.30am (check in from 7.30am); 
the 18-mile route at 9.30am (check 
in from 8.30am); and the 14-mile 
route at 10am (check in from 
9.30am). All finishers will receive 
a certificate and there are refresh¬ 
ments and snacks at checkpoints 
and the finish line. Contact Kate 
Kirkpatrick on 0121 569 3064. 


£l.6m set to 
help build 
region's arts 
excellence 

ARTS Council England is investing £1.6 
million into 12 arts and cultural organ¬ 
isations in the West Midlands to help 
them build successful and sustainable 
fundraising models. 

The organisations include Sandwell’s 
The People’s Orchestra, which will re¬ 
ceive £150,000 and Black Country Tour¬ 
ing, which will also receive £150,000. 

Frances Land , Co-Artistic Director 
of Black Country Touring, said: “This is 
really fantastic news for Black Country 
Touring. 

“It will be invaluable in supporting 
our fundraising capacity over the next 
three years, helping to strengthen the 
company for the future and enabling 
us to continue making available high 
quality performing arts for the diverse 
communities of the Black Country. Just 
brilliant.” 

The investment comes from the Arts 
Council’s Catalyst Evolve programme 
and will cover the organisations until 
2018. This new initiative is aimed at 
supporting organisations with a limited 
track record in fundraising to attract 
more private giving. 

It offers match funding to incentivise 
philanthropic giving, whilst investing 
in the skills, capacity and culture of 
organisations to enable them to raise 
philanthropic income. Money raised by 
the organisations will be matched by the 
fund over the next three years. 

Peter Knott, Area Director from the 
Arts Council England, said: “Across 
the Midlands, arts and cultural organ¬ 
isations are working hard to secure al¬ 
ternative sources of income, which is 
why we launched our Catalyst Evolve 
programme to help support and develop 
long-term fundraising plans. 

“Over the coming years, I’m looking 
forward to seeing how our match fund¬ 
ing can make a real impact locally, de¬ 
livering greater returns and helping our 
region’s world-class arts and culture 
continue to thrive.” 

Bard fan pens 
Macbeth book 

A BIRMINGHAM Shakespeare scholar 
has created a new fiction book. 

University of Birmingham Shake¬ 
speare Institute scholar Prof Ewan 
Fernie has co-authored Macbeth 
Macbeth, based on the Scottish play. 

The novel, by Fernie and Prof Simon 
Palfrey of the University of Oxford, is 
a response to Shakespeare’s play that 
turns into its own new work of fiction. 

Prof Fernie said: “We began working 
on this project with a very simple desire. 

“We wanted to get inside Macbeth’s 
murder chamber, something Shake¬ 
speare never allows. This meant imagin¬ 
ing what it would be like to be Macbeth, 
captured in the act.” 

The book features new artwork by 
Birmingham Fellow and artist Tom de 
Freston. Prof Fernie launched the book, 
which is published by Bloomsbury, 
alongside an exhibition of De Freston’s 
artwork at The Other Place Theatre in 
Stratford Upon Avon. 


NEW MOBILE PHONE SHOP AND REPAIR CENTRE 


- ♦ V 


All phone screens and 
laptops repaired on site 
Fast, efficient and 
reliable same day service 


• We sell new and used 
mobile phones 

• Screens 

• Cases 


• Phone chargers 

• Accessories 

• Sim cards 

• Top ups 


58 GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON DY4 7EW 0121 557 8899 
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Popping up 
to perform 
and present 
in the centre 

WEST Bromwich town centre is set to 
come alive with adventure onAugust 
13 and 14, with a weekend of per¬ 
formance, pop-up film, photography, 
puppetry and giant Bumble Bees. 

Creative Black Country, in partner¬ 
ship with Sandwell Council and West 
Bromwich BID, has put together an 
exciting programme of events called 
Imagine That! 

Artist Jon Williams has been com¬ 
missioned by Creative Black Country 
to make 24 giant ceramic bees to ac¬ 
company a stunning ceramic garden. 

With the help of Ann Scrimshaw 
at Sandwell College’s Fab Lab, the 
ceramic bees have been given digi¬ 
tal capacitive touch technology - the 
same process used on a mobile phone 
touch screen - so that they can buzz 
a symphony in ‘bee’ minor with their 
own unique sound. 

Over 500 people from Black Coun¬ 
try community groups have helped 
the artistic team at Oldbury’s Crea¬ 
tive Arts to make a stunning ceramic 
garden of over 1,000 flowers that will 
take over the Arts Cafe at Sandwell 
College Central Sixth Campus. 

Animation 

Discover West Bromwich through 
the lens of photographers such as 
Martin Parr, Liz Hingley and Mahtab 
Hussain as Multistory present a spe¬ 
cial selection of photographs and films 
made with, for and about local people. 

Birmingham’s Flatpack heads to 
the Black Country with a day of films 
and animation for a Town Hall take¬ 
over while bugs, bees, flies, grubs and 
other little beasties escape the ce¬ 
ramic garden and take a bug’s holiday 
at the beautiful Oak House Museum 
for the Mini Beast Meadow. 

Creative Black Country proudly un¬ 
veils ‘The Ant’, a converted 3 wheeled 
Reliant Ant truck which has been 
turned into a mobile stage. It will 
host puppet show Midsummer May¬ 
hem outside the Arts Cafe, on Satur¬ 
day at 2pm and 4pm. Saturday will be 
captured by The Commentators, who 
have been busy training up a team of 
5 to 12-year-olds from the Lyng Es¬ 
tate Media Club. Listen out as they 
showcase their commentating skills 
to bring visitors all the action from 
the centre of West Bromwich on Sat¬ 
urday. You’ll easily recognise them; 
they will be the ones in the sheepskin 
coats carrying lip mics! 

For full listings, dates and times see 
www. creativeblackcountry .co .uk 

Traditional stories 
in festival show 

A SHOW featuring traditional Indian 
stories will be performed in West Bro¬ 
mwich town centre. 

Tongue Tied and Twisted featur¬ 
ing Peter Chand and music producer 
and live DJ PKCtheFirst comes to the 
Central Library in High Street on Sat¬ 
urday, August 13 at 2pm. 

It will form part of Sandwell Arts 
Festival with tickets £2 from the li¬ 
brary front desk. 


backed for use of 


Colleges 



Ofsted praise for Walsall College 


OFSTED inspectors have praised 
three Black Country colleges for their 
implementation of the government’s 
counter-extremism strategy. 

All three further education colleges 
- in Dudley, Walsall and Sandwell - 
were commended for their moves to 
prevent extremism and radicalisation. 

The news emerged following the 
publication of an Ofsted investigation 
into how well colleges, sixth-forms 
and other education providers had 
implemented the Prevent strategy to 
protect students from being drawn 
into any form of radicalisation. 


The policy was brought in last Sep¬ 
tember. 

The report was based on specific 
visits to 37 further education and 
skills providers combined with find¬ 
ings from 46 regular inspections or 
monitoring visits between November 
last year and May this year. 

Although many independent pro¬ 
viders were found to be ‘falling short’ 
in protecting students, inspectors 
said that general further education 
colleges and sixth-form colleges were 
‘making good progress’. 

Neil Thomas, the vice principal for 


strategy 

curriculum, said: “The Ofsted inspec¬ 
tors were extremely pleased with the 
practice they found here.” Sandwell 
College spokesman Helen Dalloway 
added: “The verbal feedback was very 
positive. 

“The inspectors said we were one of 
the best further education providers 
they had visited and highlighted our 
external partnership working. 

“They rated our pastoral support 
and the welfare of our students as 
good, with robust safeguarding meas¬ 
ures in place to ensure the college is a 
safe placer to learn.” 


MPs' fury at 'old boys 
network' honours list 


BLACK Country MPs have accused 
David Cameron of ‘cronyism’ and 
undermining the honours system 
after a leaked list suggested he was 
rewarding supporters in his final act 
as Prime Minister. 

The 48 suggestions in Mr Cameron’s 
resignation honours list include some of 
the biggest names in the Remain cam¬ 
paign, plus personal aides, Tory donors 
and his wife Samantha’s personal stylist. 

Labour’s deputy leader Tom Watson, MP for 
West Bromwich East, said the honours list was 
an example of the worst of the ‘old boys net¬ 
work’. He said: “That Mr Cameron proposes 
to reward his friends network on such a huge 
scale will not only bring the honours system 
into disrepute, it will undermine the reputation 
of Theresa May. It’s cronyism, pure and simple, 
and proof the Tories will always put their own 
interests before those of the country.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin said: “It is un¬ 
believable. David Cameron is dishing out hon¬ 
ours like sweets to his friends and flunkeys. 
The only thing that surprises me is that he 
hasn’t given one to Larry, the Downing Street 
cat.” 

Prompted 

The honours list features South Stafford¬ 
shire MP Gavin Williamson, who served as Mr 
Cameron’s parliamentary private secretary for 
three years before marshalling Theresa May’s 
rise to Number 10. He is now the Govern¬ 
ment’s Chief Whip and has been put forward 
for a CBE. He declined to comment. 

Tory party chairman Patrick McLoughlin, 
the former Staffordshire miner who was Chief 
Whip and then Transport Secretary under Mr 
Cameron, has been proposed for a knighthood. 

Mr Austin added: “The honours are sup¬ 
posed to be for those who have done a fantas¬ 
tic service to their country, not his old mates. 
I want to see people from the Black Country 
honoured. This list is undermining confidence 
in the whole system.” 

The list has also prompted anger from Tories 
who represented the Leave campaign. 

Staunch Eurosceptic Sir Bill Cash, the MP 
for Stone, said: “I would describe it as a roll of 
despair. It looks to me like this is David Cam¬ 
eron’s final gesture of defiance.” 

Mrs May said she would not intervene as it 
would ‘set a bad precedent’. 


Delays as sinkhole appears in road 



The hole which appeared in Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 


A SINKHOLE appeared in a road 
in Wednesbury, forcing it to be 
partially blocked and causing de¬ 
lays for motorists. 

Sandwell Council’s highways 
department alerted people to the 
problem in Crankhall Lane on 
Monday just after 9am. 

Highways bosses installed tem¬ 
porary lights by the junction with 
Keir Road to ease the traffic flow. 


A section of the road was coned off 
while the problem was tackled. 

The council said Severn Trent 
Water would be carrying out the 
repair. 

Closed 

Sandwell Highways tweeted 
when the hole was discovered: 
“We’re working to repair a hole 
that has appeared in Crankhall 


Picture: Sandwell Highways 

Lane, Wednesbury. Temp lights 
are in place by Keir Road.” 

A similar sinkhole appeared 
a month ago on a road in Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Brook Road was closed by au¬ 
thorities over fears it would col¬ 
lapse. 

It was shut for an hour before 
highways officers arrived and po¬ 
lice reopened the route. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Man dies after he 
is struck by train 

A MAN has died after being struck 
by a train near Tame Bridge Parkway 
railway station. 

The incident happened at the Char- 
lemont level crossing at 7.50am on 
Wednesday last week. 

Train services between Birming¬ 
ham New Street and Walsall were 
affected. 

British Transport Police spokes¬ 
woman Sarah Buxton said: “Officers 
from BTP attended alongside a local 
ambulance, and a man was pro¬ 
nounced dead at the scene. 

“Officers are working to identify 
the man and inform his family. 

“This incident is not thought to be 
suspicious and a file will be prepared 
for the coroner.” 

Garden waste bins 
in winter break 

GARDEN waste will not be collected 
in Sandwell during the winter. 

Green bin collections will stop from 
December and resume in March. 

Bosses say the bins are not used 
regularly enough to justify collections 
but people who do fill their bins dur¬ 
ing the winter will be able to contact 
the council about emptying them. 

The changes are expected to save 
the authority £100,000 a year. Stick¬ 
ers will be placed on the bins inform¬ 
ing residents of the changes. 

Councillor Maria Crompton be¬ 
lieves the changes make sense. She 
said: “It does cost an awful lot to try 
and recover garden waste and have 
trucks out looking for bins.” 

Kitten in scrape 
on first outing 

A KITTEN got stuck 20ft up a tree in 
Great Barr after being let out for the 
first time - prompting firefighters to 
mount a rescue. 

Firefighters were captured on 
camera scaling the tree to rescue the 
creature. The eight-week-old cat had 
been let out by its owners to explore 
on Tuesday last week. 

But it became stuck in the conifer 
in the garden of the home in Milden- 
hall Road. Crews from Handsworth 
fire station arrived at 4.55pm after 
being called in by the RSPCA. 

The five-strong team worked to 
bring the cat down within minutes. 

Tony's fundraising 
now tops £120,000 

A SANDWELL councillor has raised 
more than £120,000 for charity 
through his continued fundraising 
work. Tony Meehan, who represents 
Wednesbury North, is gearing up to 
take part in two runs in Ireland, in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

He will be taking part in a half 
marathon and 5km run as part of the 
Dublin Rock ‘n’ Roll marathon series. 

He recently ran the Liverpool Mar¬ 
athon and promoted the Fudgestock 
music festival at the Robin 2 in Bil- 
ston. To support Tony visit www. 
justgiving.com/Tony-Meehan-Dublin 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £699 inc VAT 
Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 



gf* m 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 
0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BED000MS 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 25 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


taEamomEGarE 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER \ K 
RHODES Jr. 

THERE was a time when old folk would 
jovially tell you that the great thing about 
being grandparents, rather than parents, 
was that “you can hand the kids back 
at the end of the day.” Having observed 
a number of frazzled sixtysomethings in 
charge of under-IOs in the school holi¬ 
days, I bet some of them would be happy 
to pick the little blighters up at 8am and 
hand them back at 9am. 

“TOOK ages to find your house, mate. 
Went the wrong way up the bypass, had 
to stop and ask the way three times. Mis¬ 
erable weather, innit? Who d’you fancy 
for the Cup, then? Went fishing yesterday 
down the canal, caught a nice roach. Just 
sign here for your package, pal.” Amazon 
says its parcels may soon be delivered by 
drones. 

TWENTY years ago, at the height of the 
BSE scare, the United States stopped im¬ 
porting British beef and lamb, to protect 
its people from mad-cow disease. It was 
announced this week that imports will re¬ 
sume next January. Here’s the question. 
Over the past 20 years spent avoiding Brit¬ 
ish meat, have the Americans become less 
mad or more mad? 

HORRIBLE Hillary. Terrible Trump. How 
can it be that the popular vote to select 
Democrat and Republican US presidential 
candidates has produced two of the most 
unpopular people in the entire country? 

NICK Clegg’s wife, the dazzlingly exot¬ 
ic Miriam Gonzalez Durantez, seems sur¬ 
prised to have been served Hellmann’s 
mayonnaise at a 
Downing Street 
function. I sym¬ 
pathise, chuck. 
You really can’t 
beat Tesco Sal¬ 
ad Cream, can 
you? 

I AM not sure 
whether you 
can judge much in the first month 
after a referendum. Things may yet go bel- 
ly-up. But so far the sky has not fallen in, 
the FTSE index is doing well, the pound 
has stabilised at a lower level and there is 
news of investment in Britain in everything 
from medical research to fast food and 
housebuilding. There is talk of free-trade 
agreements with Canada, Australia, China 
and India, and even warnings of a sudden 
spike in immigration as EU citizens rush to 
the honeypot and powerhouse that Brexit 
Britain may become. 

A SYRIAN refugee family resettled on 
the Scottish island of Bute are deeply un¬ 
happy, claiming the place is full of old peo¬ 
ple who go there to die. I wonder if they 
die of the cooking? Bute is forever stuck in 
my mind as the place where, many years 
ago, I had the worst meal of my life. It was 
advertised on the menu as “mince”. I as¬ 
sumed it would be served in a tasty, spicy 
sauce. Not a chance. It was a sloppy dol¬ 
lop of grey minced beef, boiled to extinc¬ 
tion in salty water and served with a scowl. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Hammerson hopeful for the future 


HAMMERSON, the commercial 
property giant planning a major 
retail park for Oldbury, says it has 
been “reassured” by the level of ac¬ 
tivity in the market since the EU 
Referendum. 

The report from Hammerson, 
whose portfolio includes both the 
Bullring and Grand Central shop¬ 
ping centres in Birmingham, will 
help settle nerves in the UK property 


market, which had been frayed amid 
the fall-out of the Brexit vote. 

“It is reassuring that a number of 
UK real estate companies, including 
Hammerson, have reported no imme¬ 
diate lapse in commercial discussions 
with tenants or investment counter¬ 
parties,” the company said. “The 
pattern of consumer expenditure 
and footfall in our UK centres since 
the Referendum has been consistent 


with trends seen since the beginning 
of 2016.” Hammerson owns a total of 
19 retail parks around the UK, and 
said that both occupancy and leasing 
had improved since both the year end 
and the comparable period in 2015. 

In April Hammerson secured 
planning permission for a discount 
foodstore, eight or nine other shop 
units and three outlets on a former 
foundry site in Bromford Road, Old¬ 


bury. The scheme is a scaled-back 
version of plans for a retail site 
dubbed The Junction. A retail park 
was first mooted for the site near 
Oldbury Ringway 18 years ago. The 
site, near to Sandwell and Dudley 
railway station, has long been empty 
Meanwhile, Hammerson says it 
signed 17 leases across its UK prop¬ 
erty portfolio during the first six 
months of the year. 


Evicted travellers move 
onto nearby play area 


Report by Judith Hawkins 


TRAVELLERS have moved onto a 
play area after being evicted from 
another site nearby. 

Last week the group and their 100 
plus caravans returned after three 
weeks to the same open space between 
Schofield Avenue and Wyntor Lane in 
West Bromwich. 

After being issued with a Section 61 order¬ 
ing that they had to leave by Wednesday they 
moved to the nearby Boar’s Hill play area be¬ 
tween Chester Road and Brindley Road, to 
the dismay of resident Dawn Bennett. 

She said: “I spent four to five years volun¬ 
teering as part of Millfields Green Spaces to 
get the children’s play area created there. 
We raised thousands of pounds, including 
getting funding from the lottery, and it is all 
going to be ruined. 

“It is just bedlam.” 

A similar description was given by Labour 
councillor for Tipton Green Ian Jones when 
the travellers were around Schofield Avenue. 
“It is like the Wild West with no sheriffs to 
help the residents,” he said. 

Heartbreaking 

In response to repeated calls about anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour, West Midlands Police stepped 
up patrols of the area before agreeing with 
Sandwell Council to issue the Section 61. 

The fear of disorder also led to an annual 
fundraising event for Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital at a nearby pub being scaled back. 

The organiser who wished to remain anon¬ 
ymous and to not name the pub because they 
feared repercussions, said: “It was absolutely 
heartbreaking that we had to pull it back at 
the last minute, just because of the travellers 
being so disruptive to the local community 
that always comes out to support this event.” 

This would have been the fifth year the 
community event was held, which has so far 
raised nearly £10,000 for the hospital. 

They are now looking for a new date in Au¬ 
gust to put on the full event. 

Labour’s Wednesbury South Councillor 
01 wen Jones is leading a petition to get per¬ 
manent barriers erected to protect the open 
space from yet another return of the travel¬ 
lers. 

So far it has gathered 300 signatures. 

“It is not fair on the local residents and 
businesses. Something must be done,” she 
said. 



A group of travellers’ caravans seen on land off Chester Road, West Bromwich 



A closer view of some of the convoy An aerial picture showing the encampment 


More homes blacklisted by paramedics 


PARAMEDICS have blacklisted more homes than 
ever in the past four months - with 68 now needing 
police accompanying them. 

It compares to 80 across the whole of the last fi¬ 
nancial year, and 93 the year before. 

The blacklisting comes following physical assaults 
on staff - which peaked with 298 in the 2015/16 fi¬ 
nancial year. 

So far this year there have been just 81 attacks 
on frontline staff, according to figures uncovered by 
a Freedom of Information request. But those 81 at¬ 
tacks have seen 68 addresses blacklisted. 


The statistics were revealed just weeks after a par¬ 
amedic was kicked and spat out while trying to help 
a man who had collapsed drunk. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service worker Mike 
Duggan, who runs the Birmingham city centre treat¬ 
ment unit, was subjected to the attack on July 10. 

He has called for mandatory sentences for people 
who attack a member of the emergency services. 

In the week preceding the attack Mr Duggan, aged 
29, said he had been personally subjected to three 
verbal assaults while female colleagues had also 
been physically assaulted. 


BHS stores 
set to shut 
in the next 
few weeks 

ALL three BHS stores in the Black 
Country will close at some point 
before August 20, it has been an¬ 
nounced. 

Company administrator Duff & 
Phelps will tell thousands of BHS 
staff they face redundancy consulta¬ 
tion as it gears up to close the chain’s 
114 remaining stores. 

And while closure dates have been 
set for 50 stores - it has not yet been 
revealed when stores at Merry Hill 
shopping centre in Brierley Hill, Wol¬ 
verhampton and Walsall will close. 

Staff across the 114 stores have 
been formally notified that their jobs 
are going into redundancy consulta¬ 
tion. 

Duff & Phelps has failed to find 
a buyer for the business as a going 
concern and will now look to sell the 
stores off piecemeal. 

The news comes on the day that a 
damning report into BHS’s owner¬ 
ship under retail billionaire Sir Philip 
Green was released. 

The tycoon was branded the ‘un¬ 
acceptable face of capitalism’ as a 
parliamentary inquiry found he sys¬ 
tematically extracted huge sums from 
the collapsed store group while leav¬ 
ing its pension fund in deficit. 

Sir Philip and his family pocketed 
£400 million in dividends during his 
15-year ownership of the company, 
with BHS’s pension scheme nursing 
a £571 million deficit when it fell into 
administration. 

In a hard-hitting joint report, two 
Commons select committees accused 
the entrepreneur of seeking to blame 
anyone but himself for the firm’s fail¬ 
ure. It said that he has a ‘moral duty’ 
to make a Targe financial contribu¬ 
tion’ to the 20,000 pensioners facing 
substantial cuts to their benefits. 

Aspirations hope 
with new project 

TWO Wolverhampton and Sandwell- 
based charities have launched a new 
project to raise the aspirations of peo¬ 
ple in the area. 

Wolverhampton’s Access to Busi¬ 
ness charity and Sandwell’s Skills 
Work and Enterprise Development 
Agency (SWEDA) have launched their 
new ‘RAISE - Raising Aspirations, In¬ 
spiring Self-Employment and Social 
Enterprise’ project. 

The 2016-2018 project funded by 
the ERDF (European Regional Devel¬ 
opment Fund) will deliver support to 
entrepreneurs in the Black Country to 
set up and run their businesses, spe¬ 
cifically targeting new and early stage 
entrepreneurs from under-repre¬ 
sented groups including women, BME 
communities and disabled people. 

It is hoped that by reducing barriers 
to business/social enterprise start-up 
and self-employment that RAISE will 
enable local entrepreneurs to thrive. 

Contact Access to Business on 
01902 572397 or SWEDA on 0121 525 
2558 or visit: ww.access2business. 
co.uk or www.sweda.org.uk/events. 
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Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Tricksters 
jailed for 
sleight of 
hand raids 

A PAIR of Romanians from Birming¬ 
ham have been jailed after they stole 
thousands of pounds from small post 
offices by tricking staff into handing 
over cash. 

Loi Rostas and his brother Pitu 
roamed the country looking for village 
shops where they used ‘Faganesque’ 
sleight of hand to baffle and deceive 
staff, Exeter Crown Court heard. 

The also stole from bigger stores 
where one of them would distract the 
cashier by constantly taking goods in 
an out of their cart and appearing to 
change his mind. 

The other would sneak his hand 
into the till and grab the takings. 

They were finally caught after try¬ 
ing the trick once too often at a B&Q 
store in Barnstaple, where their an¬ 
tics reduced the female cashier to 
tears and staff noted the registration 
plate of their car. 

Their most common ruse was to go 
into a small post office in a village or 
suburb and change £500 into Euros or 
US dollars. 

They would pretend to be confused 
about what they were doing before 
asking the post office to transfer the 
money by Western Union, a facility 
which post offices do not offer. 

The brothers would then cancel the 
whole transaction, receive their £500 
back, and return the foreign currency. 

They caused such confusion that 
the cashier did not spot them remov¬ 
ing almost all of the Euros or dollars 
before the pile of notes was returned. 

They operated out of their homes in 
Birmingham but roamed as far as Ty¬ 
neside, Leeds and Reading - however 
their favourite targets were in Devon 
and Cornwall. 

Loi Rostas carried out some of the 
thefts with a man who is still being 
hunted by police, while Pitu helped 
him with nine of them. 

Loi Rostas, aged 26, of Romford 
Lane, Washwood Heath, Birming¬ 
ham, admitted 17 thefts or attempted 
thefts. 

Pitu, aged 34, of Kempson Road, 
Birmingham, admitted nine. 

Loi was jailed for a year and eight 
months and Pitu for a year and four 

leader in call 
on city links 

BIRMINGHAM City Council’s leader 
has urged the new Transport Secre¬ 
tary Chris Grayling to put improved 
links between the UK’s major cities at 
the top of his ‘to-do’ list. 

In his capacity as core cities cabi¬ 
net member for transport, Councillor 
John Clancy has welcomed Mr Gray¬ 
ling’s support for the high-speed HS2 
rail project. 

Councillor Clancy joined the new 
Secretary of State at the Midlands 
Connect meeting in Derby and has 
now written to Mr Grayling urging 
him to put cities at the heart of post- 
Brexit planning. 

He said: “We still need to do more 
to unlock the full potential of our cit¬ 
ies and their surrounding areas.” 


choral music out 


Fantastic 



The choir in action at Grace Academy 


STUDENTS and staff from an acad¬ 
emy in Darlaston were mesmerised 
by the sound of traditional African 
harmonies and dance routines when 
a South African choir stopped off on 
their tour of the UK. 

The choir of 20 African children, 
aged from 12 to 17, from the LIV Vil¬ 
lage in Durban, performed a toe-tap- 
ping, high octane set of Zulu songs at 
Grace Academy in Darlaston. 

These included ‘Uthando Lwake’ 
- meaning ‘Your Love is Amazing’ - 
and ‘Asimbonanga’, a song about Nel¬ 
son Mandela. 


Music teacher Michaela Duckett 
from Grace Academy Darlaston called 
the choir’s performance ‘sensational’. 

She said: “We take every opportu¬ 
nity to take up offers at the end of 
term to give the students a treat after 
working hard for exams. The choir 
was singing as the students arrived in 
the academy in the morning and the 
harmony in their voices was amazing 
as it resonated around the open space, 
singing in Zulu. 

“Every child put in 100 per cent, 
all the dance movements were coor¬ 
dinated and it was great for our stu- 


of Africa 

dents to experience music outside the 
classroom.” 

Year 10 student Labib Miah, said: 
“The choir sounded amazing. When I 
heard them singing I felt so uplifted.” 
Student Sophie Moreton, from year 
10, added: “I couldn’t believe my ears, 
it was spectacular.” 

One member of the African choir, 
15-year-old Pamela Luthuli was 
thrilled to be able to visit the UK for 
the first time. She said: “I got to see 
the Queen’s palace and fly in a plane, 
and I never thought I would get that 
opportunity in my life.” 


Sudden closure club 
is put on the market 


A LANDMARK club which closed 
unexpectedly after more than 100 
years has been put up for sale. 

Tipton Conservative & Unionist Club 
on Union Street suddenly shut its doors 
in January of this year. 

But now the 0.36 acre site is on the market 
as a freehold with Birmingham-based estate 
agents Colliers. A price tag has not been put on 
the property, but offers are invited. 

The building has an extension to the rear, a 
30-space car park, enclosed private yard plus 
beer patio with smoking shelter. The historic 
venue had previously been home to Tipton 
Civic Society. 

Keith Hodgkins, chairman of Tipton Civic 
Society, said he hoped that any potential de¬ 
velopers didn’t demolish it. He added: “Sadly 
I cannot see it being viable as another pub or 
club in this day and age. It is sad to see the end 
of it as it was but we can only hope that some¬ 
one comes along and converts it into a new use. 

“It may even be demolished as there is a big 
car park at the back so potential developers 
may get ideas, but we would not want that as 
it has been such a distinctive building and part 
of the town for many years. 

Previously 

“It used to be such a nice venue. Since it 
closed we have been meeting in the Church in 
Owen Street instead.” 

The building had previously been a flour mill 
before becoming a Conservative club in 1909. 

The sale advert on Colliers states that there 
is a pool room, darts room and bar room, lower 
ground floor/basement concert room and first 
floor snooker room. There is also a office and 
private manager’s flat comprising three bed¬ 
rooms, lounge, kitchen and bathroom. 

No fixtures and fittings will be included in 
the sale. Ian Walsh, from Colliers, said: “Offers 
are invited and anyone interested can directly 
get in touch with myself.” 

Councillor Ian Jones, who represents the 
Tipton Green ward, said he had no inkling of 
what could happen to the building. 

He added: “All we have seen is the for sale 
sign up and that’s it. I’ve not had any inkling 
of who or what will be put there. 

“It’s a substantial building its a shame that 
it was not viable in the end as like what hap¬ 
pens with many pubs these days. 

“We can only hope that there would be a 
good use for it still.” 


Strong chance of a great contest 



Strongman entrants right Gavin Davies, aged 24, from Brierley Hill and left Jacob Blake, 23, 
from Cradley Heath with duty manager at Hadley Stadium, Simon Foster, centre. Jacob finished 
3rd in the Over 90kg competition last year and is consequently one of the favourites this time 


HAVE you got what it takes to 
win the coveted title of Sandwell’s 
Strongest Man 2016 - or know 
anyone who could and should be 
entering? 

Back by popular demand, this 
biceps-bulging battle goes from 
strength to strength, taking place 
on August 13-14, from llam-4pm, 
at Sandwell Valley Park on Salt¬ 
ers Lane in West Bromwich - as 
part of the Summer in the Valley 
Festival. 


Disciplines for 2016 include the 
giant dumbbell press, overhead 
log lift, giant tyre and hay flip, ve¬ 
hicle pull, farmer’s walk, stones of 
strength, arm over arm pull, carry 
and drag, dead lift and the super 
yoke. 

There are again two weight cat¬ 
egory competitions (under 90kg 
and over 90kg), it’s only £20 to 
enter the contest and is free to 
Sandwell Leisure Trust ONE card 
holders, plus the entry deadline is 


one week before the event. Simon 
Foster, Duty Manager at Hadley 
Stadium Leisure Centre, says: 
“It’s always a great spectacle.” 

Visit https://www.slt-leisure. 
co.uk/News/sandwell’s-strongest- 
man-2016-1093.aspx to download 
the registration form and rules; 
pick up a strongman kit at Had¬ 
ley Stadium Leisure Centre on 
Wilson Road, or call them on 0300 
012 0121. You can also email Had¬ 
ley stadiuminfo@ slt-leisure . co .uk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Survey carried 
out on flooding 

SANDWELL Council has carried 
out a survey of people affected by 
flash-flooding in the borough to look 
at how the problem can be tackled in 
the future. 

Bosses said details of the responses 
will be shared with the Environment 
Agency and Severn Trent. 

The consultation comes as coun¬ 
cillors visited the homes of residents 
affected by flash-flooding in West Bro¬ 
mwich. Nine of the council’s cabinet 
members talked to people affected by 
the flooding caused by heavy rain in 
June. The councillors went to Wilt¬ 
shire Way where they spoke to some 
of the residents whose homes were 
flooded. Parts of the borough were 
affected by incredibly heavy rain with 
some areas seeing almost two inches 
of rainfall in an hour. 

Family fun set 
to cheer crowds 

SANDWELL Valley Country Park is 
gearing up for two family fun week¬ 
ends next month as well as a Bank 
Holiday market. 

The fun kicks off with the Sandwell 
Strongman competition on Saturday, 
August 13 and Sunday 14, which runs 
from 10am until 5pm both days. 

On Saturday 20 and Sunday 21, 
there is an agricultural and horticul¬ 
tural weekend, running from 10am 
until 5pm both days. On Bank Holiday 
Monday August 29, is a Giant Bank 
Holiday Monday Market. 

For more details visit www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/sandwellvalley, or 
www.facebook.com/sandwellvalley - or 
call 0121 569 3064. 

Cancer runners 
raise charity £lk 

A TEAM of runners from a Black 
Country firm have raised more than 
£1,000 for charity. 

The workers from Linde Creighton 
took part in this year’s Vitality Lon¬ 
don British 10k Run to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

The team had a target of £500 but 
raised more than £1000 once all the 
donations came in following the suc¬ 
cessful completion of the run. Up to 
12,000 runners were in the event 
staged in of London. The team was 
made up of John Millward, Michael 
Wells, Sophie Cox, Russell Mason, 
Mandy Wright and Dean Beddard. 

Tables will be set for 
pocket money boost 

GAMES, books and toys will all be on 
sale at a children’s table top sale on 
August 23. It will run from 12pm until 
4pm at Oak House Museum in West 
Bromwich. 

The event aims to give youngsters 
the chance to earn a bit of extra pocket 
money. 

Tables can be booked for the sale 
but they must each have an adult su¬ 
pervisor. 

To book call the museum on 0121 
553 0759. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Never mind 
EU vote, I 
want VHS 
to remain 



\* ,, 


> 






A soldier keeping watch in a captured German trench The book’s author Hugh Sebag Montefiore Soldiers have a break and smoke round a tank on the battlefield 

Cowards slur against 
regiment laid to rest 



Captain Howard Vivian Mander, centre, with colleagues in trenches at the Somme 


IT’S funny how the most important things 
are often overshadowed by events. While 
the past few weeks have seen wall-to- 
wall coverage of Britain’s vote to leave 
the EU, the change of prime minister, vir¬ 
tual civil war in the Labour Party, and a 
new England manager, the demise of the 
video cassette recorder seems to have 
been forgotten. 

While the precise details seem to be 
hidden under a veil of secrecy, it seems 
that the last VHS video rolled off a pro¬ 
duction line in China sometime last week. 

To be honest, I thought they had gone 
out of production years ago, but appar¬ 
ently they were still selling reasonably 
well in the United States. Presumably to 
farm hands in the Deep South who wor¬ 
ry that Donald Trump might be a bit of a 
trendy liberal. 

But while it’s easy to scoff, aren’t the 
Alabama ranch hands the ones who have 
got it right? After all, what is the advan¬ 
tage of the DVD recorder or the digital 
memory box over the good old VHS? 
Both record television programmes, both 
play them back. The only beneficiaries 
are the people who make money selling 
the new tech. 

For this reason, I’ve still got a video 
recorder, although using it in the digital 
TV age does present its challenges. Five 
years after the big switchover, I still hav¬ 
en’t properly mastered how to record TV 
programmes through a Freeview box. On 
the plus side, there hasn’t been anything 
on TV over that time that I’ve actually 
wanted to record. 

□ □□ 

FOR many years, there was one thing 
visitors passing through the pretty Here¬ 
fordshire village of Leintwardine had no 
excuse for doing. Speeding. 

With clear signs pointing out the 30 
limit at regular intervals, there was never 
any doubt about how fast you could go. 

At least there wasn’t until last month, 
when the local council removed the signs 
following police complaints they did not 
comply with regulations. Apparently, re¬ 
peater signs highlighting the speed lim¬ 
it are not allowed where there is a sys¬ 
tem of street lights, meaning anybody 
clocked for speeding could get off on a 
technicality. 

Pedants will take great pleasure in 
pointing out that lit streets have a default 
30mph limit unless otherwise stated. But 
road safety isn’t supposed to be a board 
game with bonus points for catching 
people out. 

I’m not sure who comes out of this the 
worst: the clowns who drew the bizarre 
rules up in the first place, the too-clever- 
by-half lawyers who exploited the loop¬ 
hole, or the police who seem more con¬ 
cerned with making their fines stick than 
slowing down the traffic. 

One thing I am sure of though; none of 
them have made our roads safer. 


A new book recalls how a 
regiment’s bravery at the Battle 
of the Somme was questioned. 

MARION BRENNAN reports 


IT is the most damning slur that 
could be attributed to any regiment 
- that they were cowards. 

But it is an accusation that was made 
against the South Staffordshires follow¬ 
ing the carnage of the first day of the Bat¬ 
tle of the Somme 100 years ago. 

A new book on the battle recalls the lit¬ 
tle-known story of the alleged blemish on the 
reputation of the regiment, who were accused 
of ‘having failed to close with the enemy’. 

On July 1, 1916, after soldiers from the 
North and South Staffordshire regiments 
had been cut down while attempting to break 
through the German frontline west of the 
Somme village of Gommecourt, a British in¬ 
telligence officer filed a report which described 
the scene. 

It read: “After the attack was abandoned, I 
examined the scene from the branches of a tall 
tree on the outskirts of Fonquevillers (west 
of Gommecourt), and could see the dead and 
wounded like a high water mark close to the 
German wire.” 

This was proof that the Staffordshire 
regiments’ soldiers had not stayed in their 
trenches but had been stopped in their tracks 
by the failure of the British artillery to cut the 
German barbed wire. 

Yet despite this evidence, allegations were 
made by one of Britain’s top generals that 
the failure of the attack spearheaded by the 
Staffordshire regiments had been because of 
‘a lack of offensive spirit’, or, putting it more 
bluntly, cowardice. 

In an attempt to find those responsible, Gen¬ 
eral Edmund Allenby, commander of the 3rd 
Army, ordered Lieutenant General Thomas 
Snow, commander of the VI 1th Corps, which 
included the 46th Division, to convene a court 
of inquiry. One of the questions was why the 
division’s 137th Brigade had failed to ‘close 


with the enemy’. The allegation appeared to be 
particularly aimed at the men from the South 
Staffordshire Regiment. 

It had been involved with two attacks that 
day. No evidence presented at the inquiry 
suggested that its men in the lst/6th South 
Staffordshire Regiment had failed to advance 
over the top at zero hour, 7.30am, when the 
whistles blew. 

Soldier after soldier described how they had 
advanced as ordered, and hadeither been held 
up by the uncut wire, or had been scythed 
down by German gunswhile attempting to 
pass through the few gaps in the wire that had 
been created by British shelling. A few men 
even described how they had reached the Ger¬ 
man frontline and had thrown grenades at the 
enemy before being forced back. 

The battalion suffered more than 230 
casualties, representing almost 50 per cent 


of those who had attacked. When it came to 
the follow-up attack - scheduled for 3.30pm - 
nothing happened. In spite of being ordered 
to attack, the lst/5th South Staffordshires 
had remained in their trenches. It was only 
when evidence was given during the course of 
the inquiry that the slur against them could 
be cleared up. According to that evidence, the 
morning attack had highlighted two major 
problems. 

The wire in front of the South Stafford¬ 
shires’ right and centre had only been cut in a 
few narrow lanes. 

The second obstacle, as pointed out by the 
battalion’s Captain Howard Vivian Mander, 
of the Wolverhampton family dynasty, in re¬ 
lation to the lane opposite him, was that it 
was covered by a machine gun. There were 
piles of dead and dying men heaped in the 
gap who had been shot down while trying to 


pass through the wire in an attempt to reach 
the German frontline. To avoid this problem, 
the 5th South Staffordshires were instructed 
to slip to the left for the follow-up attack that 
afternoon. 

But that exacerbated the second problem - 
the slow progress of the South Staffordshire’s 
reserve company to the British frontline. They 
were delayed by thick glutinous mud and the 
bodies of dead comrades at the bottom of the 
communication trenches leading to the front¬ 
line. 

According to one soldier, it was ‘almost im¬ 
possible to make progress.’ Casualties were 
‘very heavy’ because of‘the bombardment and 
the congestion’. Many who fell ‘disappeared 
beneath the mud’. He ‘stumbled over many 
bodies which were out of sight while walking’ 
towards the frontline. 

Major WA Wistance, who was responsible 
for organising the attack by the lst/5th South 
Staffordshires, asked whether he could post¬ 
pone it until all his men were in their correct 
positions. But he was told the assault must go 
ahead. 

Message 

The inquiry heard that he then informed 
two 18-year-old subalterns in the frontline, 
who would have to pass on the order for the 
charge, that he would send them a message 
when it was time to go. 

However, minutes before zero hour, an ex¬ 
plosion from an enemy shell buried the major, 
and the message was never given. The men 
remained in their trenches but it was not out 
of cowardice, as the hearing revealed. 

The book’s author Hugh Sebag Montefiore 
said: “People know about the first day of the 
Somme but they don’t really talk about the in¬ 
quiry that went on afterwards and, as a result, 
it is little known. And it’s not really surprising 
as this was the worst thing you could accuse a 
regiment of. 

“But the Staffordshires were completely 
exonerated. The evidence showed that there 
had been a breakdown in communication and 
proved that the regiment were not cowards.” 

Somme: Into The Breach by Hugh Sebag 
Montefiore is published by Viking Penguin, 
price £25. 



&oWooden 

v Sheds 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

! Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

i & Garden Rooms 


0 Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 



m* w«i 


i 




CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from gej^ery Delivered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 
Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1599 
£3199 

Qf Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options 0 Quality At Competitive Prices 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft x 8ft £789 


Without 

Verandah 

Without 

Verandah 

Includes 

Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tlldasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 

























































Three reasons for leaving European union 

C K Millward, Tipton, asked in his let- will then have the opportunity to vote 3 - History proves that Germany 
ter printed Thursday 14th July, ‘Who them out, if the majority of the people was the cause of two World Wars, when 
voted to leave?’ I voted to leave the EU agree. This is called democracy. millions of young men, women and an- 

along with many millions of like-mind- 2 - It costs so many billions of GB imals gave their lives, so Great Britain 
ed people. And the reasons I voted to sterling to stay in the EU. Granted, a could be free. 

leave are as follows: portion of that money is given back to C K Millward, you should hold your 

1 - We are Great Britain. We do not Great Britain, but we have no choice head in shame. Where is the respect 
need or wish to be governed by EU bu- as to where that money is to be spent, that all our Forces should rightly be 
reaucrats, who are not elected or held And remember a few years ago when given. They have, each and every one 
responsible for their actions. Which- French farmers were complaining of them earned that respect by giving 
ever party may be in Parliament, we about the price of our sheep? They you the freedom you enjoy today, 
know that there will be a General burnt the animals alive to make a C J JACKSON 
Election in a few years time and we point. Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IE 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Desperate choices 
over the holidays 


Youngsters 
must grasp 
our history 

REGARDING the propos¬ 
al to change the name of a 
school because it might of¬ 
fend somebody: it is better 
to teach children the histo¬ 
ry behind the name so that 
they can understand where 
it came from. 

Airbrushing is not a con¬ 
structive way to deal with 
awkward history. On the 
tram to work on Tuesday 
morning, I overheard some¬ 
body say that BSA used to 
make guns in the area. He 
explained that there were 
lots of small factories. 

Surely there are the mak¬ 
ings of a Heritage Lottery 
funded Young Roots project, 
bringing Guns Village Pri¬ 
mary and primary schools in 
Birmingham’s historic gun 
quarter and Small Heath 
schools together. I’m sure 
the Gun Barrel Proof House 
in Digbeth would take an 
interest. 

Sandwell and Birming¬ 
ham have such a rich in¬ 
dustrial history, with the 
canals playing a major in¬ 
frastructure role, yet it can 
be lost or never told because 
one person finds a name of¬ 
fensive. 

KGORDON 

Black Lake 


NEW research published by 
the Trussell Trust brings 
home the desperate choices 
facing many families across 
the UK this summer. 

The findings reveal that 
a fifth of parents will skip a 
meal during the school hol¬ 
idays so that their children 
can eat, with the charity 
estimating that as many as 
1.5 million people could be 
forced to forgo food over the 
coming weeks. 

As a charity fighting pov¬ 
erty in the UK, we hear from 
families who are struggling 
with decisions like these 
every single day. Forty-two 
per cent of parents told 
us they are worried about 
spending more on food for 
their children during the 
summer break and 36 per 
cent are concerned about 


paying their essential bills 
at this time. As a result, one 
in six will be forced to bor¬ 
row money through credit 
cards, overdrafts and loans. 

We know that the extra 
financial costs that the 
school summer holidays 
bring create added pressure 
for families who are already 
struggling to afford housing, 
food and other essentials. 

It’s clear that more needs 
to be done to put an end to 
holiday hunger. 

We urge anyone who is 
struggling to use our free 
Benefits Calculator, Grants 
Search and other help at 
Turn2us.org.uk to find out 
quickly and easily what sup¬ 
port could be available. 
SIMON HOPKINS 
Chief Executive 
Turn2us 


Accept the 
vote result 

I SEE that the remainer 
complainers are still with 
us. 

When are they going to 
get the message and accept 
the result of the referen¬ 
dum? 

We had the vote; the leav¬ 
ers came out with the ma¬ 
jority. 

So get over it you remain- 
ers, as Theresa May says 
Brexit means Brexit. 

We are out of Europe and 
we’ll become a better and 
stronger country for it. 

Stop bleating and accept 
it. 

J BROWN 

Blackheath 

Change the 
record please 

C K Millward (Express and 
Star Letters, July 14) thinks 
everyone wishing to leave 
the European Union is only 
concerned about immigra¬ 
tion and “going back to the 
good old days!” 

It must be wonderful to 
know how everyone thinks. 
We are all wrong unless we 
agree with you! Change the 
record sir. 

J STANLEY GILES 

Wednesbury 
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ALL INSTALLATIONS 
PROJECT MANAGED 
FROM START TO FINISH 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 


Patio Doors 
Conservatories 
Window & Door Repairs 


• Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


i * 

i i 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 
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Interia 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


BATHROOM VANITY UNITS & CABINETS 

WAS £169.00 


NOW"£9.99 


FREE FITTING 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 

KITCHENS 
BATHROOMS 


UP TO WAREHOUSE CLOSURE 

90% OFF SALE 

WE ARE RELOCATING OUR WAREHOUSE STORAGE AND NEED 
TO CLEAR ALL EXISTING WAREHOUSE STOCKS. HURRY! 
THESE PRICES SIMPLY CANNOT BE REPEATED 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 

121 SOS 1132 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO 
WS10 7LH 


*Terms and conditions apply see in store for details 




BLUE 

GATES 

SALE 


BRANDED TRAINERS 
ADULTS & KIDS 
WIDE SELECTION 
OF KNITWEAR 
LUGGAGE 

•BACK TO SCHOOL 
SHOES & BAGS 
BRANDED CLOTHING 
WIDE SELECTION OF 
FOOTWEAR 
HANGBAGS/ PURSES 
TOYS 
BEDDING 

PLUS MUCH MORE 


84 High Street, Smethwick B661AQ 

Tel:0121 565 0902 

Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10.30-18.30 Sun 11.00-17.00 
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Watson hits out at moves to 
cut stops by high speed trains 


FEWER high speed trains could stop at Sandwell and Dudley 
railway station under plans being consulted on by the Gov¬ 
ernment, the Labour Party’s deputy leader has warned. 

Tom Watson has said it would be ‘outrageous’ if a current consul¬ 
tation on the future of the Inter-City West Coast Rail line ends with 
fewer fast trains stopping at the station in Oldbury. Mr Watson, who is 
MP for West Bromwich East, said he fears the project ‘could mean few- 

at statioi 


Bomb scare 
clearance as 
items found 

A BOMB squad was called to Smeth¬ 
wick and five roads were evacuated 
after ‘suspicious items’ were found at 
a flat. 

Locals spoke of their shock as roads 
within 100 metres of West Cross 
Shopping Centre on Oldbury Road 
were cleared after police were called 
to a flat above grocery shop Food 
World at around 11.20am on Friday 
July 22. 

Officers were alerted by an ambu¬ 
lance crew who were tending to a pa¬ 
tient at the property. 

A resident from Malin Street, who 
did wish to be named, said: “I’d just 
come out the post office and police 
were everywhere. It was frightening 
as I didn’t know what was going on.” 

Malin Street, West End Avenue, 
part of Oldbury Road and Narel 
Sharpe Close were all cordoned off for 
around four hours until it was deemed 
safe after 3pm. 


er stops at stations like Sandwell’. 

He said it would harm Black Coun¬ 
try businesses. 

Currently four trains an hour travel 
between the station in Bromford 
Lane and London Euston - with three 
changing in Birmingham and one di¬ 
rect. 

Mr Watson said that the worst-case 
scenario for some smaller stations 
would be one train arriving every two 
hours. He said: “The responses to this 
consultation will help determine what 
the Government ask for in the tender 
documents for the future of the fran¬ 
chise. 

“The consultation has a heavy focus 
on faster journey times, which could 
mean fewer stops at stations like 
Sandwell in order to reduce journey 
times to other destinations. 

“This would be a real problem for 
businesses and commuters.” 

In a consultation document the De¬ 
partment for Transport warns some 
trains are ‘very busy’. 

To combat this, it suggests ‘reducing 
the number of stops needed at inter¬ 
mediate stations’ to ensure services 
between big cities are faster and less 
crowded. 

Mr Watson said: “We need more 
high speed direct trains, not fewer 
services. 

“There’s no point in the Govern¬ 
ment spending all of this money on 


Youngsters saddle up for hospital cause 


A SCHOOL smashed distance and 
fundraising targets during a charity 
cycle day. 

St Michael’s High School in Row- 
ley Regis set a team of around 50 pu¬ 
pils, staff and community members 
the challenge of collectively cycling 
the distance between Birmingham to 
Paris in aid of Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital Star Appeal. 

Working as part of a relay team, the 
bikers - including Lawson Lowe, aged 
12 - had around eight hours to hit 
their target of 312 miles, which is how 
far it takes by air from Birmingham 
to Paris. However, by 1.30pm they 
had already reached the distance and 
clocked up a further 150 miles. 

They also set a fundraising goal of 
£1,000 and with sponsorship money 
still coming the school has already col¬ 
lected £1,244. The community event 
saw participants with physical disabil¬ 
ities take part too, as the organisers 
brought in adapted cycles. 

Kerry Whitehouse, the school’s en¬ 
gagement manager, said: “It was a 
fantastic day. We are so lucky to have 
so many staff and students who are 
passionate about helping others.” 

She added: “Everybody knows 
somebody that has been treated at 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, in¬ 
cluding some of our students, so it is 
a cause that has a special place in our 
hearts.” 

The school has been raising money 
for the hospital for four years, after 

From left, Lawson Lowe, aged 12, Erin Edwards, 16 and 12-year-old Susu Yosef its pupils selected it as their chosen 



Libraries 
turn over 
a new leaf 
for young 

FROM magic shows and mask mak¬ 
ing to mini-beasts and Roald Dahl-in¬ 
spired activities, Sandwell’s libraries 
will be full of fun for children over the 
summer holidays. 

Most activities are free and open to 
all ages. 

People are asked to check details of 
specific events with their local ibrary. 

As well as arts and craft sessions, 
there will also be activities promoting 
healthy eating. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for leisure, said: “The school holidays 
are now under way - and it’s a great 
time to visit your local library to see 
what activities are on offer. 

“Our library service is putting on 
a fun-filled programme to help keep 
young minds occupied and enter¬ 
tained during the summer break.” 

Newspapers 

Most activities start at 11am, so 
there are also plenty of quiet times 
for everyone to come and choose your 
books and catch up with the newspa¬ 
pers or take advantage of the free in¬ 
ternet access and free Wi-Fi. 

Check out events at www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/summerinlibraries. Sandwell 
libraries are also offering their annual 
Summer Reading Challenge, open to 
all primary school aged children and 
is designed for all reading abilities. 

Libraries work closely with local 
schools to give out information to 
encourage children to take part and 
stress to parents the importance of 
reading and literacy. 

For more information about the 19 
libraries across Sandwell borough, 
go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries, 
‘like’ ‘Sandwell Libraries’ on Face- 
book and follow @sandwelllibs on 
Twitter. 
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Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


03 ® 


mm 


MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality 
standards you will find in the 
industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have been in 
business for 
more than 

31 years, ^jl Supplied 


Fitted...across 
the Midlands 




Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Make the RIGHT decision this FREEPHONE 0800 917 0000 
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Crews tackle severe fire 
at family furniture firm 



DOZENS of firefighters tack¬ 
led a severe blaze which 
ripped through a furniture 
factory in Tividale. 

Bosses of the family-run busi¬ 
ness have been left devastated, 
with 75 per cent of the the build¬ 
ing damaged by fire last Monday. 

Eyewitnesses described the scene as 
‘horrendous’ with flames 40ft in the 
air as the blaze took hold of Sprite Lei¬ 
sure on Hainge Road. 

Forty firefighters were called to the 
scene and a large section of the in¬ 
dustrial estate was cordoned off. The 
owner of the business, who did not 
wish to be named, said he was ‘gutted.’ 

Emergency services said concrete 
asbestos had been involved in the fire. 

Fire crews were expected to remain 
on the scene for most of the day on 
Monday dampening down the area and 
searching for hotspots. 

Immobilised 

A neighbouring business raised the 
alarm around 8.30am. 

Watch Commander Steve Lees, from 
Dudley Fire Station, said: “We were 
called to reports of a fire at Sprite Lei¬ 
sure at 08.28am. 

“Crews were immobilised from Old¬ 
bury and Tipton and we arrived on the 
scene in less than five minutes. The 
fire was already through the roof on 
arrival. We quickly put three main jets 
onto the fire at the same time. 

“Crews started removing products 
from the rear of a nearby premise to 
ensure that didn’t become involved in 
the fire as well. 

“Fire investigation officers were on 
their way to investigate the cause of 
the fire on Monday. We did have some 
cement asbestos involved. We had put 
our safety measures in place to ensure 
both our firefighters and members 
of the public were not unduly put in 
harm’s way. The owner of the busi¬ 


nesses was in attendance. The busi¬ 
ness has been doing really well so they 
are quite distraught at the moment. 

“We established a safety cordon 
and tried to ensure business continu¬ 
ity, however a large section of Hainge 
Road was closed to traffic due to the 
operation.” 

Electricity was also turned off to 
some businesses close by. Hainge 
Road is an industrial estate consisting 
of dozens of businesses and factories 
located along the street. 

Kevin Mallen, company director of 


nearby engineering firm RM Mallen 
LTD, said: “I arrived 10 minutes after 
the fire started. 

“A11 the fire brigade was there 
and the flames were 40 foot high. It 
was horrendous when I turned up, I 
thought it was my building on fire. 
It was distressing, when you come 
around the corner and see the fire 
engines and the smoke you think the 
worst.” 

Police were also in attendance and 
were preventing public access to the 
road. 
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FREE ACTIVITIES 
August 2016 


CREATIVE HUB FOR OLDER PEOPLE 


Calendar of Events 

Every Thursday afternoon 1 pm - 3:30pm 

Vintage Cafe & digital drop-in 

Monday 1 st August 1 pm - 3:30pm 

SummerTea Dance 


Thursday 4th August 1:30pm - 3:30pm 

Services and activities available from Ideal for 
All, including 'Growing Opportunities'a range of 
garden based activities. 

Monday 15th August 9:30am - 2:30pm 

My Time Active sign up day. Phone Shirley on 
0121 500 1873 to book an appointment. 

Thursday 18th August 1 pm - 3:30pm 

Information and advice on healthcare services in 
Sandwell with Healthwatch Sandwell. 

Thursday 25th August 1 pm - 3:30pm 
for 12 weeks 

My Time Active Healthy Lifestyle session - need 
to have signed up on Monday the 15th August to 
attend these. 


All activities and refreshments FREE! 

Wesley Community Centre, 

High Street, West Bromwich, 

B70 8ND (next to Lloyds Bank) 

Registered charity number 1080517 T’ 

IDBBOS051 03/12 
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SEASON TICKETS 

Adults from £399 Juniors from £99 


Premier League Football from only £21 per game 
For ticket priority, Memberships are available for only £5 


Available online at www.wbatickets.co.uk 
Call 0121 227 2227 for more information 


ONE PASSION. ONE ALBION. 



www.wba.co.uk 
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Team leader John finds 
value in helping others 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

This week we highlight: 

JOHN PERSAUD 
Clinical Pharmacy 
Team Leader 




“MAN should not strive to 
be a successful, but instead 
man should strive to be of 
value,” said Albert Einstein. 

And that is exactly the motto 
John Persaud, Clinical Pharma¬ 
cy Team Leader at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust, follows every day, training 
people to become top notch paedi¬ 
atric pharmacists. 

John has worked for the Trust for 
the past 12 years, and no two days are 
the same. He is one of 200 paediatric 
pharmacists across the country willing 
to go the extra mile to make sure mil¬ 
lions of children receive the care that 
they need. “Paediatric pharmacy is 
really challenging, risky, and complex. 

“The majority of medication out 
there has been designed for adults, 
and as a result there is little research 
or investment specifically into med¬ 
ication for children. Not many phar¬ 
macists want to go into this field as a 
result as it is perceived as scary. 

“Giving sick babies and children the 
medication they need can be a chal¬ 
lenge, but it’s an important one, which 
is why I decided to become a paediatric 
pharmacist.” 

John describes his job as very re¬ 
warding. He said: “Sometimes I see 
babies whose mums have drug addic¬ 
tions. These babies need to withdraw 
from the drugs and in doing so; they 
can become very distressed and ill. 
Using morphine to help the babies was 
not effective so I recommended they 
should take a special medication to 
reduce the side effects of withdrawal. 

“This worked well and the babies 
returned to good health. It is a relief 
knowing that they are now drug-free, 
meaning they may have a normal life 
and a reduced risk of issues later on.” 

Patient safety is John’s top priority. 
He founded a palivizumab baby clinic 


at the Trust that ensures premature 
babies who have either small lungs or 
heart defects receive the correct Paliv¬ 
izumab treatment. Part of his task was 
to make sure that babies’ GPs and par¬ 
ents were updated through the course 
of their treatment so nobody missed 
their dosage. 

For this initiative, John was nom¬ 
inated by his colleagues and became 
one of the finalists for the national 
Hospital Pharmacist of the Year award 
in 2008. For John, patient safety is 
maximised when staff are highly com¬ 
petent, and training is key to deliver¬ 
ing this goal. 

He spends a lot of his time provid¬ 
ing formal and informal training to 
pharmacists in the Trust and across 
the county. He said: “I would like to 
help junior pharmacists unlock their 
potential so they become the best they 
can be in future. 

“That’s the legacy that I want 
to leave behind: a number of high¬ 
ly-trained pharmacists who are capa¬ 
ble, compassionate and caring. Being 
a pharmacist is not easy. It requires 
you to be extra careful and dedicated. 


I love taking the time to learn about 
my patients, including talking to them 
or their GPs and their families. It’s re¬ 
ally rewarding to see patients leaving 
hospital feeling better.” 

John is now the Faculty Fellow 
for the Royal Pharmacy Society, the 
highest and most prestigious title for 
pharmacists, with only 60 individuals 
holding this title in the UK. Another 
of his major achievements was setting 
up the pharmacy service for patients 
with HIV and the senior pharmacists 
back-up service eight years ago, which 
allows senior pharmacists to be on 
call 24/7 in case junior pharmacists or 
doctors have any issues or questions, 
especially at weekends. 

Outside of work, John is a keen cy¬ 
clist. He has been with the Solihull 
Cycling Club for 17 years. 

He also has a special interest in trav¬ 
elling and has been to six out of the 
seven continents. 

John has been married for 27 years 
and he said his wife, who is also a 
pharmacist, shares similar values and 
offers her constant support to help 
him achieve his goals. 


Ace tips for students on saving money 



ACE Academy students Lauren Paskin, Mahfuz Rahman and Laurie May Mole with Lewis Jones and Jan Sanders 


BUILDING society bosses have helped 
pass on some vital money saving tips 
to schools pupils in Tipton. More than 
80 year 11, 12 and 13 pupils at ACE 
Academy took part in a special ‘Mon¬ 
ey Go Round’ workshop delivered by 
building society the West Brom. 

Both Jan Sanders, who manages 
the West Brom’s Dudley branch, and 
Lewis Jones, manager of the Tipton 
branch, spoke to youngsters aged be¬ 
tween 15 and 18 to give them advice 
about looking after their money. 

This included understanding the dif¬ 
ferences between a bank and a build¬ 
ing society, what people use them for, 


the importance of budgeting, and the 
dangers of getting into unaffordable 
debt. 

Retail manager Jan said: “It was 
fantastic to have the chance to go to 
ACE Academy and offer a general in¬ 
troduction to money and how it affects 
everybody on a day-to-day basis. 

“Money can be a confusing subject 
and it’s important, through initiatives 
like this workshop, to get young people 
thinking about the various issues from 
an early age. 

“The students were very receptive 
to what we were saying and hopefully 
they found it as rewarding listening to 


the presentation as we did delivering 
it.” 

Julie Cornfield, director of sixth 
form at ACE Academy on Alexandra 
Road, added: “Feedback from the stu¬ 
dents afterwards was very positive and 
they all appreciated a talk on such a 
real topic. 

Management of money will increas¬ 
ingly become an important issue for 
the students who attended the pres¬ 
entation and they were given some 
very important and wise guidance.” 

The West Brom is a leading provider 
of financial services, notably savings, 
investments and mortgages. 



with every full service or major service. 

Fully Qualified Technicians | M.O.T.’s - Air Conditioning - 

Maintenance, Servicing and Repairs to all makes of vehicles 

• Competitive • Reliable 
• All work guaranteed 

• Electronic Diagnostics 
• Tuning & Electrics • Exhausts 


Automobile Engineers 


Are moving to Nimmings Road - Clement Road, 
Halesowen B62 9JJ. Formerly Tites Garage 


M2 PRICE MOT 































Greens are go for their 
diamond anniversary 



Eddie and Brenda Green from Oldbury Road, West Bromwich, celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary 


A HAPPY couple from West 
Bromwich are celebrating 60 
years of marriage. 

Brenda and Eddy Green began 
courting after a dance at the Adel- 
phi in the town aged just 16. 

After courting for four years, the 
pair tied the knot at Holy Trinity 
Church on July 21, 1956. 

They honeymooned in Blackpool for 
a week before moving into their first 
house in Appleton Avenue in Great 
Barr. Ten moves later and the pair set¬ 
tled in their current home in Oldbury 
Road, West Bromwich. 


They have three children, Paul, 
Kerry and Debbie. They also have 
three grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. Eddy attended George 
Salter School, leaving aged 16 to work 
for a motors company. 

Brenda went to Spon Lane School, 
leaving aged 15. 

Since retirement, the couple have 
enjoyed holidays including caravan 
trips around the country. 

The pair, both aged 80, marked their 
anniversary with a meal with family 
and friends before a party on Satur¬ 
day night. Mrs Green said: “It’s been 
a very happy 60 years.” 



The happy couple on their big day 


YOU HAVE A BLACK PAVING 
CONCRETE IMPRINT DRIVE? 





• WEEDS GROWING 
THROUGH? 

• CRACKS 
APPEARING? 

• UNUSUALLY 
SLIPPERY WHEN 
WET? 

• COLOUR FADING? 

• WHITE & GREEN 
ALGAE SPOTS? 


AT BTF CLEANING WE SPECIALISE IN CLEANING, REPAIRING, 
RECOLOURING & SEALING DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the 
most dull & worn of driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, 
gutters, fascias & soffits. 



BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 
Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 § 
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INUTEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


INUTEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

^^^^^^/XQUAUTY | VALUE | SERVIC 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 



...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


"We will Beat ANY 
Genuine Written Quote" 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 



lt[ZE0tobe 


• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


• Visit our showroom 


• Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 

SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - Closed in August 
PHONEUNES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, 
West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 
0121 421 2104 



FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


nn nr> nn 

v V V V V 

*SEN1260* MS 2)424 *$7412 *$7*9*7412 HMm 



NEED LEGAL ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE? 

Local Solicitors Baches offer an efficient and friendly service with over 
100 years 7 experience in doing so! 

We are based in West Bromwich and offer a full range of 
services which include:- 

• Wills • Probate 

• Conveyancing • Trusts 

• Family Law • Matrimonial Law 

• Probate Disputes and Litigation 

Our experienced team includes members of Solicitors for the Elderly 
and the Society of Trusts and Estates Practitioners. 

We are also proud to have a Judge as part of the team. Not only 
this, we are also Lexcel Accredited, members of the Children's and 
Resolution Panel. 

To contact us TODAY, call our experienced team on 
0121 553 3286 

FREE PARKING is available at our office in West Bromwich 
Come and visit our picturesque office 
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Seriously 
good show 
at the Civic 

THE first Live At The Civic 
at Brierley Hill Civic Hall 
has been dubbed a massive 
hit - and organisers have 
already announced the 
line-up for the next show. 

TV comics Mark Watson 
and Joe Lycett will join 
Wednesbury’s Jonny Cole 
on the bill for the next 
show on February 18 next 
year, with tickets at £10 for 
a limited time going on sale 
this week. 

It comes after more than 
500 people packed into the 
hall to see Doc Brown, Paul 
Tonkinson and The Fizzogs 
for the inaugural show. 

Promoter Wayne Beese, 
who also hosts the show, 
said: “It was unbelievable 
to see so many people turn 
out for the first gig, it was 
packed. 

Familiar 

“The feedback we had on 
the night and for days af¬ 
terwards was overwhelm¬ 
ingly positive.”.” 

Award-winning stand-up 
and author, Mark Watson 
will be a familiar face to 
fans of comedy. 

The Bristolian has ap¬ 
peared on a whole host of 
TV shows including Live At 
The Apollo, Michael McIn¬ 
tyre’s Comedy Roadshow, 
Mock The Week and Never 
Mind The Buzzcocks. 

Birmingham’s Joe Lyc¬ 
ett is one of comedy’s 
hottest properties and an 
increasingly familiar face 
on our TV screens. Appear¬ 
ances include Live At The 
Apollo, 8 Out of 10 Cats 
Does Countdown, Would I 
Lie To You, Sunday Night 
At The Palladium, Celeb¬ 
rity Squares and Celebrity 
Juice. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Antonio's future in movies 
lights up with latest role 


A YOUNG actor who hails from Wednesbury is to appear 
alongside top British actors in a feature-length interna¬ 
tional film. 

Antonio Aakeel will be starring alongside former Doctor Who 
star Billie Piper and Riz Ahmed, of Four Lions and Nightcrawler 
fame in a British crime thriller directed by BAFTA-winning Pete 


Travis. After four auditions and 8 
old secured the movie role of 
Lovely. 

Playing the younger version of a 
character portrayed by BIFA-win- 
ning actor James Floyd. 

He caught the acting bug after 
being given a one-line role in the 
Christmas play at Holyhead Primary 
School in Wednesbury. 

Born in Whitmore Reans, Wol¬ 
verhampton, he grew up around the 
Black Country, including Smethwick 
and Wednesbury - before setting his 
sights on fulfilling his dramatic ca¬ 
reer ambitions, taking acting lessons 
in Birmingham. 

Freedom 

He went on to land a small role in 
popular E4 show Skins, bagging the 
part after auditioning against 500 
other hopefuls. 

After a couple of lead roles in BBC 
drama Doctors and a prominent 
character role in international film 
The Line of Freedom, he is now set 
to appear on the silver screen in City 
of Tiny Lights, based on the 2005 
novel of the same name by Patrick 
Neate. 

He said: “I am so excited to be 
working with such talented actors 


screen test, the talented 20-year- 

By David Banner 


that I’ve looked up to for such a long 
time. 

“I’ve had a couple of TV jobs but 
nothing compares to being on an ac¬ 
tual film set. 

“Also, coming from a work¬ 
ing-class background, these opportu¬ 
nities for people like me are few and 
far between, so I hope working with 
a team of people with similar roots 
will inspire others to do the same.” 

The young actor also attended 
Dunstall Hill Primary School in 
Wolverhampton, Cape Hill Primary 
School, Smethwick, and Wodens- 
borough Ormiston Academy in 
Wednesbury before progressing to 
Birmingham Metropolitan College, 
Sutton Coldfield campus. 

The City of Tiny Lights, produced 
by the BBC and British Film Insti¬ 
tute, began filming in April last year 
and is due to be released interna¬ 
tionally next year(2017). 

The actor also stars in local TV 
drama production Guilty Pleasures. 

A pilot of the programme was 
given a press screening at the Mock¬ 
ingbird Theatre in Digbeth, Bir¬ 
mingham, on Saturday July 30. 



Up-and-coming Wednesbury-raised actor Antonio Aakeel, with actress Billie Piper 


Pub raises 
£600 for 
Joel fund 

A WEDNESBURY pub 
raised more than £600 for 
the Smile for Joel charity 
by organising a successful 
fundraising weekend. 

The Queens Head held a 
charity fundraising on the 
weekend of June 24 to 27. 

Julie and Ian Hill, who 
are landlord and landlady 
of the Queens Head held 
a raffle, sold wristbands 
and gave people the op¬ 
portunity to buy a ‘pint’ in 
memory of Joel Richards 
who lost his life in the fatal 
Tunisia terror attacks last 
year. 

Julie and Ian, who have 
been running the Punch 
Taverns pub for just over 
12 months, said: “We are 
delighted with how much 
we have raised, and we 
want to congratulate all 
of the staff for their hard 
work co-ordinating the 
events and thank everyone 
who came to show their 
support by donating to 
such a worthy cause.” 

Drivers face 
works delays 

MOTORISTS could face 
delays as roadworks are 
carried out on a busy road 
in Tipton. 

The works on Horseley 
Road are between Alex¬ 
andra Road and Horseley 
Heath. 

They are to continue 
until Friday, August 12. 

The resurfacing works 
will be carried out on 
weekdays ‘at off peak 
times only’ according to 
Sandwell Council’s high¬ 
ways team. Diversions will 
be signposted. 



QSjra^^U[heeJW| 
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CAI 
) EXHA 

SPECIAL 1. i 
OFFER 1 

10% OFF 1 

WITH THIS • v 
“ VOUCHER * 


CAMBELTS, CLUTCHES, TYRES, 
EXHAUSTS, BRAKES, MOT REPAIRS 


Front Brake Pads fitted fa** £39.95 
Exhausts fitted £35.95 

k Clutches fitted £120 

\ Timing Belts fitted £110* 

: Diagnostics £20 

j Tracking £20 

•* Prices all subject to VAT 


Unit 1 Bridge Street Industrial Estate, 
Bridge Street, Wednesbury WS10 0AW 

Call Steve now on 0121*502 2 870 

Member Of Good Gar age Scheme Y 




We are presently 
recruiting in your area. 



We need reliable people to 
deliver our free newspaper 
and advertising leaflets. 

Call 01902 319990 , or email 
marie.darling@expressandstar.co.uk 

for further details. 

If you would like to earn some 
extra money contact us with 
your name, your date of birth, 
your address and your 
telephone number. 


mdcmmul. 


Express 

M " Distribution 
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Elite Collection 


c Re£cwc! 

Lowest prices 
guaranteed! 

•Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 


HALF PRICE SALE 


PLUS EVERY CARPET FITTED FREE!* 


*Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. 



A Contemporary stripes add a bold statement 
when someone walks into your home. 



STRIPES FROM ONLY 

e5? 7 


PLUS 


We have a huge 
choice of laminates 
& vinyls from... 


£?I 6 





Rugs to g 


Transform 
your home 
for only 



with up to 


4 years 



Interest Free Credit 1 

on Carpets, Beds, Laminate 8c Vinyl 


f 0% APR Representative. 10% Deposit. Minimum spend applies 





Accessories not included. 


A Baroness Comfort 4'6" Double mattress and 
base set Luxury feel mattress with sprung interior 
and soft-feel ultra-comfort sleep surface fabric 
and deep quilting. Was £399 


NOW ONLY 

£299 


UniTed 

CARPETS 


WOODFLOOR 


21 Upper High Street Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm, 

Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in 
photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and 
Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as VI2 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is 
provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. 10% deposit. 


D# 
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Film follows the descent of huge building into nothing more than rubble 



Felled like a mighty oak - rubble is all that is left of the once-dominating structure The new library begins to get more prominent in the background Not much left for the expert demolition team to tackle in the square 

gur^The end of an era as Brum's 

The library, which has stood in the ■ ■ ■ 

city centre for four decades, has been 

knocked down as part of a huge £500 mil- H A ■ 9 M H ^ H • 

the cultural centre of the Sec- HI'llf^lltT IlhVIVlf |C HA IMAVA 

IIIllUldl V I) IIU IIIUIC 

Bulldozed U 

The video speeds up the eight-month dem¬ 
olition of the iconic structure into a matter of 
minutes. 

It shows how the iconic structure was bull¬ 
dozed from the top down - then split into 
two before finally being entirely razed to the 
ground. 


Workers from Birmingham-based demo¬ 
lition specialist DSM were tasked with the 
major overhaul of the land. 

Machinery had to smash through layers 
of concrete at the site over Paradise Circus, 
which has forced road and route closures. 

The work disrupted last year’s German and 


craft market events in the city after the route 
for people to walk between both was closed 
due to the works. 

Office buildings, a hotel and open air walk¬ 
ways will be created on the area currently oc¬ 
cupied by Central Library, Adrian Boult Hall 
and the Copthorne Hotel. 


Motorists have faced severe delays in and 
around the city centre as traffic has been re¬ 
routed around Paradise Circus island. 

Construction work on the first of the new 
office blocks is expected to begin imminently. 

The first two buildings to be built will be 
completed during 2018 will be called One 


and Two Chamberlain Square. This will total 
more than 350,000 sq ft of office space. 

English Heritage put in a bid to have Bir¬ 
mingham Central Library, which opened in 
1974, awarded listed status in 2009. The Cen¬ 
tral Library shut after the new £188 million 
Library of Birmingham opened in 2013. 



LONDON THEATRE 

BY COACH AND RAIL 

There’s nothing quite like a short break to London with a night 
out in the glitz and glamour of the West End. We offer tickets 
for all the top shows, from perennial favourites to the hot new 
shows on the block. You can travel by rail from selected mainline 
stations, or alternatively sit back and let us transport you there 
by coach from a pick-up point in your area. Whichever way you 
choose, these great-value 2 and 3-day breaks include: 

✓ 4 star hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ A theatre ticket for your chosen show 

✓ Option to upgrade your ticket on many breaks 

✓ Travel to London, either by comfortable coach 

or by standard class rail travel 

✓ Free time for shopping or sightseeing 

in central London 


including 

Aladdin, Beautiful, Cinderella, Charlie & the Chocolate 
Factory, Dreamgirls, Guys and Dolls, Jersey Boys, Kinky Boots, 
Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, School of Rock, 

The Bodyguard, The Lion King, The Mousetrap, 

The Phantom of the Opera, The Woman in Black & Wicked 

Not all shows are available on all breaks. 

Please call for details. 


2017 DATES NOW ON 


l^ill 


FOR RAIL BREAKS 



Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
# * Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


Return rail travel from Birmingham Moor Street and Wolverhampton 



Saturday 
London Theatre 

Saturday departures, 8 October, 

12 & 19 November and 3 & 17 December 2016 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
Central London with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday Evening Performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/Free time in London 


£l49- 9spp 


Quote Code: 
QYV481 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


London Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Saturday departures, 22 October, 

26 November and 10 December 2016 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
Central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
Matinee Performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 


© £159 


95pp 


Quote Code: 
VRL615 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 519414 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


(£) (*) ® 

OmegaHols @0megaHols OmegaHols 


Quote Code: VCR434 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 



Weekly Saturday departures until June 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a choice of 4 star central London 
hotels with full English breakfast 
/ A ticket for a Saturday Evening Performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London / Return standard class rail travel 


2 days, by rail from 


£169 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £50pp Subject to availability. 



Quote Code: JRC479 


London Theatre 
Showstopper Weekend 

Selected Friday departures until June 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ 2 nights at a choice of 4 star central London hotels 
with full English breakfast 

/ A ticket with face value between £64.50 & £75 for a 
Friday evening performance of a choice of fabulous 
shows / Free time in London 
/ Return standard class rail travel 


3 days, by rail from 


■95pp* 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 1C47I 


Single room supplement £100pp Subject to availability. ‘Price may vary from £239.95pp to 
£364.95pp dependent on choice of show, hotel and any applicable supplements. 



























































































Art Turner to 
the history of 
Black Country 

THIS striking landscape perfectly captures the 
industrial heritage of Dudley and sums up why 
the area became known as the Black Country. 

The image by JMW Turner, was shared by the 
Royal Academy of Arts on Twitter to coincide 
with Black Country Day. 

Looking up from Tipton Canal which is lined 
with barges, it shows smoke billowing from fac¬ 
tories and lime kilns in the 19th century. The 
modern commercial activity provides a marked 
contrast with ancient landmarks like Dudley 
Castle in the background. Turner visited the 
area in 1830 and produced this scene in water¬ 
colour for his ‘Picturesque Views in England 
and Wales’ series. The piece is also available 
to view on the Tate’s website, which explains 
that it is Turner’s watercolour recorded in an 
engraving by Robert Wallis. 





The engraving of the Turner painting which encapsulates the Black Country and its industrial heritage 


Annual winter real ale festival 
saved with new organisers 


THE annual Dudley Winter Ales Fair 
has been saved after new organisers 
came forward to take charge of its 
running. 

It had been cancelled after the Dud¬ 
ley and South Staffordshire branch of 
the Campaign for Real Ale could not 
find someone to take over as festival 
organiser. At an emergency meeting 
in the Lamp Tavern, Dudley, social 
secretary Jacqui Edwards was voted 
in to the post. She will be assisted by 
Simon Hanson, a member of neigh¬ 
bouring Stourbridge and Halesowen 
Camra. 

The branch had invited members 
from other West Midlands branches 
to the meeting in an effort to save the 
three-day festival, which will now go 
ahead from November 24-26 in Dud¬ 
ley Town Hall. Camra’s regional di¬ 


rector Gary Timmins, who had been 
prepared to take on the festival or¬ 
ganiser post if no-one else had come 
forward, said he was delighted it had 
been saved. 

Branch chairman Eyan Hunt said 
it would have been very sad to lose 
the festival, but added all other key 
roles in the team needed for the fes¬ 
tival, including treasurer, had been 
filled. Mrs Edwards, of Woodsetton, 
said more members would still need 
to get involved. 

“We need younger people in the 
branch to come forward to learn some 
of the jobs to do with the winter ales 
fair, so they can take over in the long 
run,” she added. The organisers of 
the Black Country Festival have also 
offered to help with entertainment 
and publicity for the winter fair. 


Staff anger 
as move for 
car parking 


fees agreed 

UP to 1,000 Sandwell Council workers will 
be forced to pay to park while at work, after 
bosses at the authority rubber stamped the 
controversial plans. 

Hundreds of employees will pay £4 a day, £24 a 
month or £240 a year to park at the West Brom¬ 
wich Street car park in Oldbury, situated next to the 
council house. 


Unison officials blasted 
the decision as more than 
50 members protested with 
placards before the council’s 
Highways and Environment 
decision making session last 
Thursday. 

Council bosses approved 
the plans with an added rec¬ 
ommendation of a season 
ticket for employees who 
work three days a week at a 
reduced rate of £14 a month 
or £144 annually. It comes 
as two petitions - one of 
more than 600 signatures 
- and 391 objections were 
made after the report to 
introduce parking fees was 
put to cabinet in December. 

Declined 

Tony Barnsley, joint 
branch secretary for 
Sandwell Unison, said: “It is 
clear that staff feelings have 
been running very high 
about this, that’s because it 
has been a staff car park for 
26 years and was built as a 
staff car park. 

“It is crazy to think that 
the public will use it when 
there are others for free and 
nearer the shops. Since 2010 
pay in local authorities has 
declined by 20 per cent and 
people view this as a further 
cut to pay. I’m incredibly 
disappointed that while part 
time workers have been con- 



Staff during their protest 

sidered the lower paid staff 
have not.” 

However, council chiefs 
defended the move saying 
that the car park operated 
in the same way as other 
public car parks. Robin 
Weare, service manager for 
highways, said: “Part of the 
parking charges are not only 
to recover the costs of it but 
to enable safe use of it. 

“It has not been a staff car 
park for the last six years 
and we are aware that the 
public do use it as it is sign¬ 
posted off the Oldbury ring 
road. We have considered 
the impact on lower paid 
staff as well as lower paid 
members of the public and 
want an equality of parking 
charges for everyone.” 


Double glazing to be 
put in more homes 

A DOUBLE-GLAZING window programme which has 
seen thousands of council tenants benefit from warmer 
homes has been extended by Sandwell Council. 

Around 6,100 single-glazed windows have been replaced 
with more efficient UPVC double-glazed windows - as part 
of a year-long £3 million contract shared between Lovell 
Partnerships and Vinci Construction UK Limited. 

Housing bosses have taken out an option to extend the 
current contract by another 12 months. 

The council will spend a further £3 million to complete 
the job which will see a further 6,100 windows replaced 
by July next year and around £6 million spent on the pro¬ 
gramme overall. Chiefs said the work is being carried out to 
all council-owned properties up to five storeys high. 

When the programme is completed, around 25,700 
single-glazed windows will have been replaced in council 
homes. 


buvsofasdirect.co.uk 
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AIM 




FANTASTIC 

OPENING 
OFFERS ^ 



Four Seasons £389 


Crimson Corner £459 




mm- 

■■■■ 


Essex £340 


35 years Experience 

• Vast Range of Fabrics 

& Colours 

• Quick Delivery 

• Oak Furniture Warehouse 
< Mattresses from £49 

• Corner Groups 
• Sofa Beds 

• Lift and Rise Chairs 

• Tailor-made to suit 
individual requirements 



Buy direct from 
your local 
manufacturer 



Luton £340 




Macall £329 


FOOTSTOOL 

on any suite purchased 
with copy of this advert 



Maria £360 


To view our full range please visit www.buysofasdirect.co.uk 


BRAND NEW SHOWROOM AT: 

Sedgley Road West 
Tipton DY4 8DQ 

TELEPHONE: 0121 5577171 


Also at: 

Castle Beds & Bedroom Furniture 

197 High Street, Dudley 01384 234053 

Buy Sofas Direct, 14-16 Trident Centre, Dudley 

(next to B+M) 01384 252453 

Find us on Facebook 
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Radiographer struck off over 
indecent images of children 


INDECENT images of children were discovered on a radi¬ 
ographer’s laptop while he was staying at a flat at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital. 

Anthony Davies has now been struck off after being convicted of pos¬ 
sessing images of girls as young as 12. His secret was uncovered when 
a friend logged on to his laptop at the hospital flat where he was living, 


a Health and Care Professions Council 


Beacon Centre 
funds boost to 
tune of £119k 

THE Beacon Centre for the Blind has 
been awarded more than £119,000 by 
two leading funding groups. 

The centre in Wolverhampton 
Road, Sedgley, has been awarded the 
cash by the Big Lottery Fund and the 
European Social Fund. 

The money will support 100 vis¬ 
ually impaired people over the age of 
24 living in the Wolverhampton area. 

It will help them to find employ¬ 
ment and boost social skills through 
IT training, cookery courses and fi¬ 
nancial workshops. 

It follows Dudley Council cutting 
£250,000 of funding a year to the 
charity. 

Head of charity operations Katie 
Jobling said: “We want to break down 
barriers to employment by improving 
people’s confidence. Improving peo¬ 
ple’s life skills will help them through¬ 
out their working life.” 

“We are looking forward to forging 
new partnerships as we deliver this 
project.” 


1 disciplinary panel was told. 

They had to decide whether Davies, 
aged 26, could have a future in the 
profession following his convictions. 
He had been working at Russells Hall 
for around two years when the discov¬ 
ery was made in 2014. When his laptop 
was seized, no images were found as 
a new operating system had been in¬ 
stalled which would have erased any 
that were there, the panel heard. 

However, 36 Category C images 
were discovered when experts ana¬ 
lysed his phone. A Category C image 
is an indecent image of a child, but not 
one involving sexual activity. 

Expectation 

Davies pleaded guilty to making in¬ 
decent images on his laptop and phone 
at Dudley Magistrates Court last Oc¬ 
tober. He was given a four-year jail 
term, suspended for 24 months, and a 
supervision order. 

Panel members concluded hospi¬ 
tal patients ‘would not expect to be 
treated by a radiographer who had so 
recently been convicted of offences of 
this nature’, and that ‘the expectation 
would be underlined by the fact that 
Davies is still subject to a suspended 
sentence of imprisonment’. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “Following his arrest he was 
immediately suspended and then re¬ 
ferred to his professional body. He has 
not worked for the Trust since October 
2015.” 


Colourful way to raise charity cash 



Olivia Parker, aged 12, has raised money for Cancer Research UK by dyeing her hair 


A YOUNG fundraiser from Dudley 
pulled in hundreds of pounds for a 
cancer charity by dyeing her hair. 

Olivia Parker, who goes to Ounsdale 
High School in Wombourne, raised 
money for Cancer Research UK by 
having her hair coloured. 

Proud mother Michelle said 12-year- 
old Olivia had been inspired to raise 
cash after two other family members 
were diagnosed with cancer. 

Mrs Parker said: “Olivia just said 
one day ‘I’m going to die my hair blue’ 
and was going to raise some money 
while doing it. 

“She emailed her school to make 
sure it was cleared with them. 

“She has had lots of support from 
people, including Guest Hospital in 
Dudley where I work, Milking Bank 
Nursery and from family and friends. 
We’ve worked out that she has earned 
around £321.” 

Olivia said she had been thinking 
about doing something for the charity 
for ‘a long time’ and finally decided on 
her fundraiser. 

“For quite a long time I wanted to 
do something for charity and wanted 
to support Cancer Research,” she said. 

“Since I had my hair dyed every¬ 
one has been really supportive - my 
friends have been amazing and sup¬ 
ported me all the way through, my 
family have been great and my school 
have as well. 

“I had this idea for a while, but 
before I thought of other things like 
running fun runs and things like that. 

“One of my other ideas is to fill my 
Wellington boots with custard.” 


Drivers are 
warned of 
disruptions 

DRIVERS are facing huge disruption 
due to roadworks along the A449. 

Two separate schemes will take 
place on the Stourbridge Road stretch¬ 
ing from the edge of Wolverhampton 
down to Wombourne. 

Parts of the dual carriageway will 
be restricted to a single lane between 
the Penn Road roundabout and Wom¬ 
bourne as repairs are carried out on 
street lights and signage. 

The whole scheme is expected to 
last until August 11, with drivers 
warned they face major disruption. 
There will be no work over this week¬ 
end. 

Staffordshire County Council said 
the work - part of a £230,000 in¬ 
vestment on its roads - would make 
‘significant improvements’ to the net¬ 
work. Highways chiefs also said the 
work would be carried out with the 
‘minimum of disturbance to the local 
community’. 

Kingswinford councillor Patrick 
Harley said the roadworks would 
cause problems but that improve¬ 
ments to the road were needed. 

He said: “The roadworks are essen¬ 
tial. Both authorities in Dudley and 
Staffordshire have been liaising and 
they have got to try and get it done 
with the minimum impact on people. 

“It is never easy having to divert 
people, it is always causing chaos but 
unfortunately it needs to be done.” 

Family fun day held 
in aid of rugby club 

A FAMILY fun day is being held in aid 
of Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Club 
this month. 

Brierley Hill-based law firm Higgs 
& Sons is putting on the event in aid 
of the Stroke Association on August 
21. The event, off Swindon Road, Wall 
Heath, runs from noon to 3pm. It will 
include a sports day, barbecue and 
children’s activities. 

For further information call 0345 
1115050. 































































High hopes as Kristian 
settles in for Olympics 


AS the countdown to the start of 
the Rio Olympics begins in earnest, 
Wolverhampton’s Kristian Thomas 
showed off his room with a view. 

The 27-year-old who led the men’s 
British gymnastics team to a bronze 
medal at London 2012, shared the 
snap on Twitter after his arrival 
ahead of the opening ceremony to¬ 
morrow. 

Thomas’ high-storey room over¬ 
looks an enviable palm tree-lined 
swimming pool at the Olympic and 
Paralympic Village at Barra da Ti- 
juca, to the west of central Rio de 
Janeiro. 

The complex has the capacity to 
accommodate 17,950 athletes and 
technical staff at Games time in 
3,604 flats. Members of Team GB 
have been arriving at the village fol¬ 
lowing a week-long training camp in 
Portugal. 


Thomas and his fellow gymnasts 
are aiming to repeat and hopefully 
build upon their success at the last 
summer Olympics. The team bronze 
medal they earned in London was 
the first podium medal for a GB 
gymnastics team for 100 years, the 
last being at the 1912 Stockholm’s 
1912 Olympics. 

Born in Wolverhampton, Thomas 
trained with the Earls Gymnastics 
Club in Halesowen and claimed his 
first senior medal aged just 17 with 
a team bronze at the Commonwealth 
Games in 2006. 

Not only did he play a vital role 
in the historic achievement in 2012, 
during the same year he helped to 
secure a team gold medal at the Eu¬ 
ropean Championships. In 2013, de¬ 
spite injuries, he secured Team GB’s 
first ever World Championship vault 
medal, taking home the bronze. 



Room with a view - Kristian Thomas settles in at the Rio Olympic Village 


Two injured as car 
strikes lamp post 

TWO people suffered serious injuries when their car hit 
a lamp post in Tipton. 

They were trapped in the vehicle after the incident 
just after 11.35pm on Monday on the A461 near the junc¬ 
tion with Tividale Street. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service was called to the 
incident and sent two ambulances and a community par¬ 
amedic in a rapid response vehicle to the scene. 

A Midlands Air Ambulance crew from Cosford also at¬ 
tended in a rapid response vehicle. 

Ambulance service spokesman Jamie Arrowsmith 
said: “Two patients were left trapped in the car follow¬ 
ing the collision, having to be cut free by the fire service. 

“Crews were told the car also collided with a post box 
after crashing into the lamp post. 

“The driver, a woman teenager, was treated for a 
suspected fractured jaw at the scene before being trans¬ 
ported to Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham. 

“The passenger, a man believed to be in his 20s, was 
treated for a serious head injury and back pain before 
being taken to the same hospital.” 


injection 
of funding 
for joint 
health HQ 


FUNDING has been approved for a multi-mil¬ 
lion pound medical centre that will merge 
three GP surgeries with more than 11,000 
registered patients. 

The plans to combine Park House Surgery, Sundi¬ 
al Surgery and Drs Pal and Jemahl Surgery in Great 
Barr are now in the final stage, with public consul¬ 


tations on the new centre 
to 15,000 patients. 

The current practices are 
set to be relocated to a mod¬ 
ern state-of-the art build¬ 
ing to be built on Queslade 
Close in Great Barr, costing 
£3.2 million. 

These funds have now 
been allocated by Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group’s 
Primary Care Commission¬ 
ing Committee, who will 
make their final decision 
on whether to give the go- 
ahead after hearing feed¬ 
back from the public. 

Process 

Senior partner at Park 
House Surgery, and lead in 
the project, Dr Pri Hallan, 
said: “This is the final stage 
of what has been a long pro¬ 
cess of about five years. 

“We hope that the first 
brick will be in the ground 
this year. It is up to the 
CCG, but if they approve it 
we hope it will be in the next 
three months.” 

Dr Hallan said that the 
new centre will be 1,000 
square metres, and could 
potentially include services 
currently not provided by 
the three practices, such as 
physiotherapy and ultra¬ 
sounds. 

They have not yet con- 


that aims to cater for up 

By Judith Hawkins 


firmed whether a pharmacy 
will be located in the new 
building, but are exploring 
this option. 

Also delighted with the 
progress is practice man¬ 
ager at Drs Pal and Jemahl 
Surgery, Jacki Mcfarlane, 
who said: “It has been in 
the planning for quite some 
time. 

Better 

We do need a purpose 
built medical centre. 

“The surgeries are all 
just houses that have been 
extended and refurbished, 
so we need a purpose built 
centre to give better medical 
provision.” 

The CCG has also stated 
in information posted out to 
the practices’ patients that 
despite the merger they will 
remain with their current 
GP. 

So far the practices have 
discussed the plans with 
their patient participation 
groups. Patients can still 

have their say. 

They should call 0121 612 
1663 or email SWBCCG. en¬ 
gagement @ nhs. net 


Manor House in 
£2m funding bid 


BOSSES at the Manor House in West Bromwich are put¬ 
ting together a £2 million Heritage Lottery bid to develop 
tourism. And people are now being encouraged to have 
their say on how the museum should be developed. 

Museum manager Frank Caldwell said: “We’ve uncov¬ 
ered so much exciting history relating to so many of the 
people who have lived in the Manor House over the last 
900 years. We are really excited about sharing these his¬ 
tories with our local communities, with visitors and with 
descendants of the hundreds of people who have lived here. 

“We intend to make the Manor House one of the best 
days out in the West Midlands. 

“And if people are not interested in history they can 
come along anyway, because we have bird of prey displays, 
antique fairs, concerts and perhaps people can even have 
their weddings and receptions there too.” 

Visit www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Manor_House 


Meet Monish & Beyonce 

Monish is the practice principle + head vet at both 
Companion Care Vets Oldbury + Vets4Pets Merryhill. 


We offer our clients a reliable professional service delivered 
by our committed team, we strongly believe that prevention is 
better than cure so get in touch today to discuss our packages 
& help keep your pets healthy & happy. 



®paa H Esc© 


Puppy Package 

• Health Check with a Vet 

• Full Vaccination Course 

• Microchip 

• Flea and Worm Prevention 
(lasts 1 month) 

• 4 Weeks Free Insurance 

• Information Pack and Vouchers 




Kitten Package 

• Health Check with a Vet 

• Full Vaccination Course 

• Microchip 

• Flea and Worm Prevention 
(lasts 1 month) 

• 4 Weeks Free Insurance 

• Information Pack and Vouchers 


£47.50 


Rabbit Package 

• Health Check with a Vet 

• Full Vaccination Course 

• Worm Prevention (lasts 3-6 months) 

• 2 x Nail Clips (must be claimed within 1 year) 

• 4 Weeks Free Insurance (if under 1 years old) 

• Information Pack 



10% OFF 


Veterinary Services for: 


• Over 60’s • Armed Forces 

• NHS Employees • 999 Employees 


£50 


L_ 


Proof of employment will be required 
terms and conditions apply 



Vets4Pets inside 

Putting ywwt pet Hut 


Vets4Pets Merry Hill 
Inside Pets at Home 


Companion 

Carevet: 


pets I Companion Care Oldbury 
I Inside Pets at Home 


Call us on 01384 480 688 or visit: vets4pets.com/merry-liill c w- Call us on 0121 270 2282 or visit: ccvets.co.uk/oliury 




































Mystery over 
takeaway shot 

A MAN strolled into a Birmingham takea¬ 
way and blasted a hole in the ceiling with 
a shotgun. Police said the motive for the 
man’s actions ‘remain unclear’. 

The gunman walked into Chicken.Com 
in Coventry Road at 1.45am on Tuesday 
last week and calmly loaded cartridges 
into a shotgun. He fired a single shot into 
the ceiling as staff fled through a rear exit. 

Det Sgt Jim Bennett said: “No-one 
was injured, and at this stage the motive 
remains unclear. I’d like to hear from 
anyone who can shed light on why this 
shooting took place. 

“I’m appealing for witnesses or anyone 
with information to call me on the 101 
number or speak to the independent char¬ 
ity Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.” 

The man is described as being of Asian 
appearance and wearing a puffa-style 
jacket. He ran towards Small Heath Park. 


Former stadium for town 
club may face the bulldozer 


THE former stadium of 
Darlaston Town Football 
Club will be knocked down, 
it has been announced. 

Walsall Council has lodged a 
planning application to bring 
down the Waverley Road base. 

A spokesman said it could be de¬ 
molished within two months. The 
ground has been empty since 2013 
and is now in ownership of Walsall 
Council. In November a blaze tore 
through the ground, before a sec¬ 
ond blaze took place in the chang¬ 
ing rooms in March and last week, 
another fire broke out in the main 


stand. Plans are now in place to de¬ 
molish the ground. 

Walsall Council spokesperson 
Peter Cole said: “A planning ap¬ 
plication has been submitted. This 
could see the site brought down in 
around eight weeks time.” 

Councillor Doug James, who 
represents the Darlaston North 
area, said said: “I am glad Walsall 
Council has listened to residents’ 
concerns. It is an issue I have raised 
repeatedly for a number of years 
and it has been sad to see the site 
deteriorate into a spot for vandals 
and arsonists. However, we have an 
ongoing issue with public health in 


Darlaston and I would like to see 
this site, which has historical value 
linking to sport, continue to be used 
for sporting purposes. 

“I think the council needs to 
enter into a dialogue with commu¬ 
nity groups and let them have a say 
over what happens next here.” 

Neil Chambers, chairman of 
splinter club Darlaston Town 
(1874), who have recently signed 
a 25-year lease at Bentley Leisure 
Pavilion, said the ground contained 
a ‘lot of history’ but said he ‘knew’ 
the day would come when the 
ground would be facing the bull¬ 
dozer. 



The gates at the ground 


Group jumps 
towpath man 

A MAN was jumped by a group of attackers 
during a robbery on a canal towpath in Tiv- 
idale. Police say a distinctive silver chain 
with an Aston Villa emblem was among the 
items taken. The man was left with a bro¬ 
ken wrist and large lump on the back of his 
head when he came round after the assault. 

Officers say the victim, a 36-year-old 
man, was walking along Tipton Road near 
to the canal bridge. 

He heard voices coming from the towpath 
as he approached the bridge. Moments later 
he was grabbed from behind and pulled to 
the ground, said investigating officers. 
He was attacked by a group of men and 
knocked unconscious. 

Thieves also made off with the victim’s 
Lyle and Scott baseball cap and a silver 
bracelet. The attack happened on July 24 
at around 1.30pm. If anyone has any in¬ 
formation, they are asked to call Det Con 
Matthew Wilson at West Bromwich Police 
Station on 101, 




Somewhere to hide 
with leather launch 



Francesca Cox gets set for the summer activities 

WALSALL Leather Museum has launched its summer cal¬ 
endar of activities for children and families in the borough. 
The events kicked off last week with the first of five Tues¬ 
day have-a-go leathercraft sessions, running from 10.30am 
until 3.30pm. 

Each Tuesday over the holidays children will have the 
opportunity to make a different item from leather, includ¬ 
ing an owl brooch, a pen case and a drawstring pouch. The 
Wednesday Club will be led by a different artist each week. 
The sessions will be a mixture of free drop-in activities and 
longer booked workshops. 

All the sessions will take their inspiration from the cur¬ 
rent exhibition at the museum, The Hodson Shop, which 
is an Aladdin’s cave of clothing and haberdashery from a 
shop in Willenhall. It was run by the Hodson sisters until 
the 1960s and was left intact until being rediscovered in the 
1980s. On Thursdays, visitors will be able to create their 
own badge for 30p. Events will be rounded off with the pop¬ 
ular annual summer family fun day on Monday, August 29. 

To make a booking, contact 01922 652288. 

Crash victim rescued 
as crews cut car roof 

FIREFIGHTERS had to cut the roof off a car to free a man 
after two cars crashed in then Black Country. 

The crash happened outside Smethwick Rolfe Street rail¬ 
way station at its junction with Tollhouse Way, and left a 
37-year-old man suffering from back injuries as well as two 
walking wounded. The ambulance, fire and police service 
all attended the scene of the collision, where one of the cars 
had been left on its side and a lamp post brought down. 

A fire service spokesman said: “We received a call from 
the ambulance service at just after 10.10pm. It was a report 
of a road traffic collision between two cars. One of the cars 
was resting on its side, and had collided with street furni¬ 
ture. Two males had managed to get out from one of the 
vehicles before arrival of the service. A third man in the 
other car was unable to get out and needed to be freed by 
the fire service through a full roof removal. He was taken 
by ambulance to Queen Elizabeth Hospital.” 
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Minibus 


Supporting Local 
Communities 



CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus travel 
for community groups 
and other not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus and 
can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 


supporting 

local 

communities 



FURNITURE 



CT Home supports local communities by 
supplying previously owned furniture to 
families at affordable prices 



u don't dump it - donate it u 


we urgently need your 
unwanted reusable furniture 


and electrical goods 


free collection from your home 

families in need 

and help save resources 



□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 


CALL US ON 
0845 209 0191 


216 Great Bridge Street Great Bridge 
West Bromwich B70 ODE 0121 520 8168 

49-53 High Street Wednesfield WV11 1ST 


www.communitytransport.org 


01902 724447 
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Percy Stallard, pioneer racer at Brooklands Viking Cycles ran a very successful racing team. This show team members in 1951 

jgl Town ahead of the field 
~ for producing bicycles 



WOLVERHAMPTON used to 
be the most important town 
for bicycle manufacturing in 
™ • ■ 1 ■ * the country. 

At the end of the 19th century 
there were 30 cycle manufacturers in 
the town and only five in Nottingham. 
| A total of over 80 have been identified 
in Wolverhampton over the years. 

These range from major makers 
like Sunbeam, Star, Wearwell and Vi¬ 
king to small back street workshops. 

The skill-base of the town was al¬ 
ways literally metal bashing, tinplate 
manufacture, and this translated eas¬ 
ily to making bicycles when the craze 
for them spread across the country 
Hugh Porter, winner of four in the late 19th century. The ‘Rolls- 
world pursuit titles Royce’ of makers was Sunbeam, op- 


MEMORY LANE 


erating from the huge Sunbeamland 
works on Penn Road, with their gold 
pinstriping, and the chain enclosed in 
a ‘little oil bath’. 

The mighty Villiers Company 
was started just to make cycle parts 
for Sunbeam, initially pedal blocks. 
Many manufacturers moved on to 
making motorbikes, often, initially, 
by attaching a small engine to a bicy¬ 
cle frame, like Wearwell making Wolf 
motorbikes. 

Cycle racing was hugely popular in 
the town, with crowds of thousands 
flocking to the Molineux to watch the 
races, before the football team took 


over the site. One of the most influ¬ 
ential racers in Britain was Percy 
Stallard who was born in his father’s 
cycle shop in Broad Street, and pio¬ 
neered mass start road races, like the 
Tour de France, when the national 
authorities only licensed time trials. 

After the war Viking Cycles ran a 
very successful racing team led by 
Bob Thom, and the town’s main cy¬ 
cling club Wolverhampton Wheelers 
produced great champions like Hugh 
Porter and Andy Tennant. 

The cycle makers have all gone 
now, but the Tettenhall Transport 
Heritage Centre feature the city’s 
bike heritage with examples of Sun¬ 
beam, Wearwell and Viking bicycles 
on display, and are always looking for 
other examples. 



Bob Thom led the Viking Cycles team. Here he is in a road race 



Peter and Harry Stant on Wearwell and Viking cycles at the Heritage Centre 
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4-5 Victoria Passage I Stourbridge I DY8 1 DP 

Call 01384 443951 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fllA 

3 child safe + I /■ I 
verticals fe ItaV 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

AUGUST SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 
FANTASTIC SPECIAL 
NEW UPVC 0FFER 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


Free Design service 
10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 
High security locks 
Energy saving 
windows & doors 
All built and installed 
by our own fitters 
OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


PVC 


DOOR 


from 


£385 


fitted 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


iPRICORN 

INTERIORS 


4’6” Clio Memory 
Foam Divan Set 
Was £699.99 

Now £199.99 

storage options available 


We supply and fit carpets , we will come out and measure and 
give you free estimates. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES OUT 
TO YOU IF YOU CAN’T GET INTO THE SHOP. 


33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 11am-3pm 

Small Deposit Secures Price 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 

Only £85*00 (no VAT to pa] 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to fa) 

A home visit at a convenient ti 

For information and appointmeM call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and GuardianshipTrusts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 


I W ill 
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SaraBest in 
business 

Page 23 
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Blossoms hit big time 
Page 23 A ■ 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



LLANDUDNO, SNOWDONIA 
b ISLE OF ANGLESEY 



HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


. SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

• EMMERDALE 

• NORTH SEA TALL SHIPS REGATTA 

• TOWER OF LONDON POPPIES AT LINCOLN CASTLE 

• KYNREN AT AUCKLAND CASTLE (B&B) 

• DUXFORD AIR SHOW 

• CENTRE COURT AT WIMBLEDON 

• MAN UTDTHREATE OF DREAMS 

• GRASSINGTON 1940'S Er CRICH 

• AFTERNOON TEA ON BELMOND BRITISH PULLMAN 
. FLYING SCOTSMAN AT SEVERN VALLEY STEAM GALA 

• YORK FOODS DRINK FESTIVAL 

• MURDER MYSTERY WEEKEND LLANDUDNO 

• YORK RACES - CORAL SPRINT TROPHY 

• NORTH YORKS MOORS WARTIME RAILWAY 


5 DAYS from £ 159.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 

- m 


KYLE OF LOCHALSH BY TRAIN 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM 


5 DAYS FROM £ 259.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 

-i]jl| - 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £ 119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 



5 DAYS from £ 189.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Burstin Hotel 
• Cross Channel low duty trip to Ostend 



5 DAYS FROM £ 199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Carrington House Hotel 
• Includes fantastic day trip to Guernsey 

war 


2 DAYS £ 119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
•Includes admission to Buckingham Palace & Houses of Parliament 

H 


4/5 DAYS FROM £ 199.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Astoria Hotel, Ostend 

• Full day excursion to Bruges & half day tour visiting Sluis in Holland 

- - - 


5 DAYS from £ 219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 

mm 


2 DAYS £ 79.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes River Explorer Cruise & Beatles Tour 



You May Also Like: Isle oQ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £59.95 
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FAMILY 

SUMMER SAVER 

£39 


A WHOLE DAY OUT 


FOR 2 ADULTS + UP TO 4 CHILDREN! 




Pre-book online at svr.co.uk 

KIDDERMINSTER • BEWDLEY • BRIDGNORTH 



Friday, 7pm 

The Slade Rooms, Wolver¬ 
hampton 

John Peel endorsed this influential 
Birmingham post-punk rock outfit front¬ 
ed by Robert Lloyd, who were once 
dubbed ‘the misfits’ misfits’. 

See wolvescivic.co.uk 


Imarhan 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

Desert blues and funk from an Algerian 
band with a mesmerising take on 
Tuargeg music - but who prefer leather 
jackets and jeans to traditional robes. 

See hareandhoundskingsheath.skid- 
ndletickets.com/ 


Don 

Broco 



Sunday & Monday, 7pm 
02 Institute, Birmingham 
The Bedford pop-rock band play two 
nights in each city, the first dedicated 
to debut album Priorities and second to 
recent top 10 success Automatic. 

Visit academymusicgroup.com/o2in- 
stitutebirmingham/ 



Friday, 7pm 

02 Institute 3, Birmingham 
The Nigeria-born, Ghana-based rising 
star of the afro beat music scene 
brings hits laid-back hit-making Banku 
sound to Brum. 

Visit academymusicgroup.com/o2in 
stitutebirmingham/ 



tSANDWELL 


CAR BOOT MARKET 


Situated off the A457 Dudley Road 
Follow signs for Homebase 

Sellers can arrive on site from 6.00am 
trading at 2.00pm 


£5 P er car -ElOper van - 


Hard standing ground, FREE public parking 

Everyone welcome 

Postcode B69 3D A 

For more information please call 

07471037138 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


adcocks 


Providing legal services in Wills & Estates Commercial 

West Bromwich for over 100 years 

Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


! Foot Care In The Comfort \ 
Of Your Own Home \ 



Professional treatment by a qualified practitioner 

* Toenail Cutting, Including Ingrown & Thickened 
■ Relief from painful Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels, 

* Verrucas 

* Treatment and footcare advice for Diabetic clients 

Jayne Osbourn SAC Dip FHPT/FHPP 

07971 765624 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 weeks a year, whatever the weather! 
over 150 sheltered stalls 
no mud! FREE PARKING 
voted the Midlands Best 
tall Dave 07907 332068 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 



ROCK & 

METAL 

The Naked Beatles 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Monsters Of Rock 
Featuring Pure / DC 

Sun at 3.30pm - 11pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Creedence Clearwater Review 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Dag Nasty 

Mon at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Gin Annie Band 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, £5 - 
£10 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Big D And The Kids Table 

Wed at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Straight For The Sun 

Tomorrow at 6pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Savannah 

Tomorrow, 

FightingCocks, Stottesdon, 

DY14 8TZ. 

Call 01746 718270 

Moose Blood 

Mon at 5:30pm, 

HMV Birmingham, 

Bullring Shopping Centre, 

B5 4BE. 

Call 0843 221 0121 

JAZZ. BLUES. SOUL 

REGGAE & MOTOWN 

Jazz House 

Sun at 5.30pm - 7.30pm, 

Light House, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

John Verity Band 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Beres Hammond 

Tomorrow at 10pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


Chris Pearce/ 

Andy Leggett Sextet 

Sun at 1pm - 3pm, 

Albrighton Sports & Social Club, 
WV7 3QT. 

Call 07947 668750 

The Remi Harris Project and 
Deborah Rose & Mari Randle 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Music in the Hall, 

St George’s Hall, Bewdley, 

DY12 2EQ. 

Call 01299 400110 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

SaraBeth & Glen Mitchell 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 
WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 


CLASSICAL 

Edward Gardner Conducts 
The National Youth Orchestra 

Tonight at 7.30pm - 9.30pm, 
£9.50 - £25 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 


CLUBBING 

Propaganda 

Tonight - tomorrow at 10.30pm - 
3.30am, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 


THEATRE 

Mamma Mia! 

Tonight at 7.30pm - 10pm, tomor¬ 
row at 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Mon at 
7.30pm - 10pm, Tue at 7.30pm 
- 10pm, Wed at 2.30pm - 5.30pm, 
7.30pm - 10pm, Thu at 7.30pm - 
10pm, £28-£60 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

COMEDY 

Jonny Cole, Bryan Lacey 
and Tom Glover 

Tonight at 8.30pm, £10 
Fitz of Laughter Comedy Club, 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stourbridge, 
DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

You, Me & Monkey: 

Absurdly Fabulous: 

The Improvised Episode 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Thursday Night 
Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 


The Best In Live 
Stand-up Comedy 

Tonight at 8.15pm, tomorrow at 
8.15pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

OTHER 

EVENTS 

Spy School 

Mon at 9.55am, Tue at 9.55am, 
Wed at 9.55am, Thu at 
9.55am, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Young Artists 

Tomorrow at 1pm - 3pm, 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1 DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Contemporary Craft Markets 

Sun at 11am, Free 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Summer Holiday Family Fun 

Tomorrow - Thu, 

Cadbury World, Bournville, 
Birmingham, B30 2LU. 

Call 0844 880 7667 

Crazy Clownfish: Talk 

Mon at 10.45am, Tue at 10.45am, 
Wed at 10.45am, Thu at 10.45am, 
National Sea Life Centre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2HL. 

Call 0871 423 2110 

Out’Ray’geous Rays: Talk 

Sun at 11.30am, 1,30pm, Mon 
at 11.30am, 1.30pm, Tue at 
11.30am, 1,30pm, Wed at 
11.30am, 1.30pm, 

National Sea Life Centre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2HL. 

Call 0871 423 2110 

Oceanic Adventures: 

Ocean Tunnel 

Tomorrow at 12pm, 2pm, 4.30pm, 
Sun at 12pm, 2pm, 4.30pm, Mon 
at 12pm, 2pm, Wed at 12pm, 
2pm, 4.30pm, Thu at 12pm, 2pm, 
4.30pm, 

National Sea Life Centre, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham, 

B1 2HL. 

Call 0871 423 2110 

Kings Heath Food Assembly 

Tue at 7.30pm - 9pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

GALLERIES & 

EXHIBITIONS 

The Festival Of Guilts 

Thu at 10am - 5.30pm, 

The NEC Birmingham, B40 1 NT. 
Call 0121 780 4141 


Land, Sea And Air 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
12pm - 4pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

The New Art Gallery Walsall, 

WS2 8LG. 

Call 01922 654400 

Lucy Howard 

Tonight at 6.30pm - 9pm, 
Tomorrow at 9.30am - 2pm, 

Tue at 9.30am - 4pm, 6.30pm - 
9pm, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 

Market Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Kan Xuan 

Tomorrow at 11am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, 
Wed at 11 am - 5pm, Thu at 11 am 

- 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Jesse Bruton 

Tomorrow at 11am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, 
Wed at 11am - 5pm, Thu at 11am 

- 5pm, 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

All The World’s A Stage 

Tomorrow at 11am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Inspire 16: The Young 
Creatives Of Birmingham 

Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 10am 

- 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 
10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

A Big Bang: The Origins Of 
The Pop Art Collection Part 2 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Tales Of The City 

Tomorrow at 11am - 5pm, Sun at 
11am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Craft Goes Pop 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, 
Wed at 10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am 

- 5pm, 

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1DU. 

Call 01902 552055 


The Lanchester Grand Circus 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Tue at 11 am - 5pm, 
Wed at 11 am - 5pm, Thu at 11 am 

- 5pm, 

Bantock House, Wolverhampton, 
WV3 9LQ. 

Call 01902 552195 

Wildlife Photographer 
Of The Year 2016 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 
10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am - 5pm, 
Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1 DU. Call 01902 552055 

Curious Beauty 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 5pm, Sun at 
11 am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Turning To See: From 
Van Dyck To Lucian Freud 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
10am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

Birmingham People And 
Change In The Inner-City 

Sun at 10am - 5pm, Mon at 10am 

- 5pm, Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 
10am - 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, 
Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 

MUSEUMS & 

ATTRACTIONS 

Himley Hall And Country Park 

Tomorrow - Thu, Free 
Dudley, DY3 4DF. 

Call 01384 817817 

Blakesley Hall 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 4pm, Sun at 
11 am - 4pm, Tue at 11 am - 4pm, 
Wed at 11 am - 4pm, Thu at 11 am 

- 4pm, £0 - £6 

Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8RN. 
Call 0121 464 2193 

Stafford Castle 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 4pm, Sun at 
11 am - 4pm, Wed at 11 am - 4pm, 
Thu at 11 am - 4pm, Free 
Stafford, ST16 1DJ. 

Call 01785 257698 

The Falconry Centre 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
10am - 5pm, Mon at 10am - 5pm, 
Tue at 10am - 5pm, Wed at 10am 

- 5pm, Thu at 10am - 5pm, £3.50 
-£12.50 

Hagley, DY9 0JB. 

Call 01562 700014 

The Old Guildhall Prison Cells 

Tomorrow at 10am - 4pm, 
Guildhall, Lichfield, WS13 6LU. 
Call 01543 262223 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Headline tour as 
band Blossoms 



Stockport’s five-piece Indie band Blossoms appear in Birmingham as part of their headline autumn tour 


INDIE band Blossoms have an¬ 
nounced a headline UK tour this au¬ 
tumn - with a date in Birmingham on 
September 23. 

The tour announcement comes as 
the Stockport quintet’s self-titled 
debut album is released tomorrow 
(Friday). 

Formed in 2013, Blossoms, fronted 


by Tom Ogden, also feature Charlie 
Salt (bass, backing vocals), Josh De- 
whurst (lead guitar), Joe Donovan 
(drums) and Myles Kellock (key¬ 
boards) and were among the new acts 
featured in the BBC’s Sound Of new 
music list for 2016. 

Singles released so far include 
Charlemagne, At Most A Kiss and 


Getaway. Blossoms also feature heav¬ 
ily on the festival scene this year, hav¬ 
ing already appeared at Glastonbury 
and T in the Park, with dates at Read¬ 
ing and Leeds still to come. 

Blossoms appear at the 02 Insti¬ 
tute on Friday, September 23, with 
tickets on sale from August 29. Sup¬ 
port comes from Declan McKenna. 



It’s now Full 
Speed Ahead 
for SaraBeth 

THE familiar saying ‘Everything is bigger in Texas’ comes 
to mind when describing powerhouse Country vocalist Sarah 
Elizabeth Swagers - aka SaraBeth - a native of the ‘Lone 
Star State’. 

The contemporary country singer/songwriter is making her 
mark in Nashville and is gaining a huge fanbase thanks to her 
spirited vocals and energetic live performances. 

Audiences in Wolverhampton can see what all the fuss is 
about next week as she performs with Glenn Mitchell at the 
Robin 2 in Mount Pleasant, Bilston, on Tuesday, August 9, 
from 8pm. It is her third consecutive year of visiting the UK 
and she will headline a 13 city tour. 

SaraBeth’s current project, the EP Full Speed Ahead was 
released this month and debuted at number one on iTunes. 
It features a stellar version of the Backstreet Boys’ I Want It 
That Way. SaraBeth said: “I don’t even know what emotions 
I was feeling but to see my name in the number one slot is 
absolutely a dream come true.” 

Meanwhile few British people have enjoyed country music 
success in the way that Glenn Mitchell has. 

Since moving there in 2001, he has toured with many of 
Nashville’s finest musicians and has collected a clutch of 
achievements, notably best album, best song and the most 
nominations for the UK Country Radio Awards and has had 
three number one singles on the ECMA Country chart. 

Tickets for the Bilston concert are £10 or £12 on the door. 
Call 01902 401211. 


Comedy vehicle 
for sharing faith 

FUNNYMAN Bobby Ball will 
let fans in on his Christian faith 
next month. 

Ball, better known for his 
Cannon & Ball partnership with 
Tommy Cannon, turned Chris¬ 
tian in 1986 at the height of his 
professional career. 

Since 1995, Ball has been 
using his comedic talents to 
share his faith at events and 
churches around the country. 

On Saturday, September 10, 
he will be at Dudley Town Hall, 
with tickets at £10 for a 7.30pm 
event. 

Call the box office on 01384 
812812 to book, (fees apply) or 
visit www.dudley.gov.uk/enter- 
tainment 


City gig follows 
launch of album 

SONGWRITER/GUITARIST 
Charlie Parr performs in Bir¬ 
mingham next week - coincid¬ 
ing with the release of his new 
album. 

Parr has joined the roster of 
Red House Records for his lat¬ 
est studio album Stumpjumper, 
which is being released tomor¬ 
row (Friday). 

As part of his current UK 
headline tour, he performs at 
the Kitchen Garden Cafe, in 
Kings Heath, next Tuesday, Au¬ 
gust 9. 

Tickets are £12 for an 8pm 
start, available from the cafe or 
at www.wegottickets.com 

For more on Charlie Parr, go 
to http://www.charlieparr.com 


Summer lovin' for 
stage performers 

TALENTED performers are 
hoping to get the ‘You’re The 
One That I Want’ call from the¬ 
atre bosses ahead of this year’s 
Stage Experience at Birming¬ 
ham’s New Alexandra Theatre. 

The production of Grease fea¬ 
tures gifted performers hungry 
for a taste of life in professional 
musical theatre. More than 100 
youngsters will work on the pro¬ 
duction for two weeks before the 
curtain goes up from August 17- 
20. Showtimes are 7.30pm each 
night, with a 2.30pm final day 
matinee. Ticket prices range 
from £15 to £22. 

Visit http://www.atgtickets. 
com/shows/grease/new-alexan- 
dra-theatre-birmingham/ 



STEAK & v 

GRILL MAISW&JS 


Great Bar...,.Great Food .... I 
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THUR 04/08/2016 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 
FRI 05/08/2016 
DAVE GOLDING 
SAT 06/08/2016 
BABY LOVE 
MOTOWN TRIBUTE 


SUN 07/08/2016 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 

MON 08/08/2016 
BENS KARAOKE & 
DISCO 

TUES 09/08/2016 
PREDATORS 
KARAOKE 


WED 10/08/2016 
ADRIAN 
MICHAELS 

THUR 11/08/2016 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 
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SUNDAY 1 

CARVERY 


We also serve 

GREAT 


£ 3:45 




'CififonT* 


Ml 


High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 


MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 
. 1 Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

e serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


Railway 


Up to »1 k trains dally fro an Welshpool 

09:45 ilntdftc diesel service or lane diesel 
return 17:00 Tuesday toThuisdav 

AD other trains steam hauled 
Free parking, tearoom and picnic area 

R Maka an early atari '£5^ 
on a Great Day Out! 

Full information and on line disccunts at. 

wwsv.wllr.org.uk 

or call 01938 810441 


D E 


PUB 8c CARVE R Y 

Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD 


7 DAY CARVERY 

^ £3.89 Monday - Saturday • £5.99 Sunday 

FUNCTION ROOM FOR... 

Wedding Receptions, 

Birthday Parties, Anniversaries and Funerals 
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SATURDAY’S TV AUGUST 6 


CHOICE 



The Mystery of Van Gogh's 
Ear 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

Jeremy Paxman joins forces with 
'art sleuth' Bernadette Murphy 
in a bid to solve one of the 
greatest and bloodiest 
mysteries of the art world - why 
did Vincent Van Gogh take a 
blade to his own ear in 
December, 1888? The pair set 
out to discover why the Dutch 
post-impressionist chose to 
mutilate himself, and also to 
identify the unknown girl to 
whom he is reported to have 
given is severed ear. Their quest 
takes them from Vincent's 
former home in the south of 
France to the Van Gogh 
Museum in Amsterdam, and 
along the way, they seek to 
determine the causes of the 
painter's mental turmoil. The 
answers they are looking for, 
however, might not lie in Europe. 


BBC1 

6.00 Olympic Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Home Cooking Made 
Easy. (R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Olympics 2016. Hazel Irvine 
introduces the opening live coverage of 
the Olympic Games from Rio, featuring 
rowing heats, the men’s cycling road 
race and swimming heats. 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Olympics 2016. Day one in Rio 
continues with the conclusion of 
the men’s cycling road race, the 
women’s rugby sevens pool 
matches and the beach volleyball 
preliminaries. Fort Copacabana is 
the setting for the cycling road race, 
with the British riders hoping to be 
more successful than in the 
London Games four years ago. On 
that occasion, Mark Cavendish 
started as the favourite as part of a 
star-studded Team GB, but the rest 
of the field did everything possible 
to stop the flying Manxman from 
winning, with gold eventually being 
won by Alexander Vinokourov of 
Kazakhstan. The preliminary 
fixtures continue at the Beach 
Volleyball Arena in the men’s and 
women’s disciplines, and the 
women’s rugby sevens pool 
matches take place during the 
evening at the Deodoro Stadium, 
while the women’s -48kg and men’s 
-60kg judo medals are decided 
from 21.00 at Carioca Arena 2. The 
battle to win the first of the archery 
medals concludes at the 
Sambodromo at 21.07, featuring 
the bronze-medal encounter and 
the final of the men’s team event, 
with South Korea expected to be 
among the nations involved in the 
latter stages. Plus, highlights of the 
men’s artistic gymnastics qualifiers 
at the Rio Olympic Arena and the 
first-round matches at the Olympic 
Tennis Centre. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Olympics 2016. Clare Balding and 
Mark Chapman introduce further 
live coverage from the opening 
day in Rio, featuring women’s 
rugby sevens pool matches and 
men’s artistic gymnastics 
qualification. 

1.00 Olympics 2016. Jason Mohammad 
introduces the final live coverage of the 
opening day in Rio, featuring the first 
four swimming finals and Great Britain v 
Australia in the women’s hockey; 

National Lottery Update. 4.00 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 4.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 The Women’s Football Show. (R) 

6.30 Film: The Silver Darlings. (1947) 
7.55 Film: The Happiest Days of Your 
Life. (1950) 9.15 Olympics 2016. 

Another chance to see the opening 
ceremony of the Games of the XXXI 
Olympiad. (R) 12.00 The Hairy Bikers’ 
Northern Exposure. (R) 1.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.45 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 2.45 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 3.30 Flog It! (R) 4.20 Full Steam 
Ahead. (R) 5.20 Highlands: Scotland’s 
Wild Heart. (R) 

6.20 Gardeners’World. On the 20th 
anniversary of the death of Geoff 
Hamilton, Adam Frost returns to 
Barnsdale to pay tribute to the 
programme’s former presenter. 
Plus, tips on growing sweet peas. 
(R) 

6.50 Proms Extra. Katie Derham turns 
attention to Mahler’s Third 
Symphony and the David Bowie 
Prom, as well as Berlioz’s choral 
symphony, Romeo and Juliet. 

7.30 Full Steam Ahead. Historians 
Ruth Goodman, Alex Langlands 
and Peter Ginn relive the golden 
age of steam as they explore how 
the Victorian railways created 
modern Britain. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon takes 
part in an exercise with the regular 
army and everything goes well - 
until Mainwaring assumes the role 
of an enemy agent on the run. (R) 

9.00 The Mystery of Van Gogh’s Ear. 
Jeremy Paxman and Bernadette 
Murphy investigate why Vincent 
Van Gogh took a blade to his own 
ear in 1888, traveling across 
France, the Netherlands and 
California seeking answers. 

10.00The National Lottery Live. The all- 
important numbers. 

10.10 Olympics 201 6 . Further coverage 
from the opening day in Rio. 
10.30QI XL. Extended edition. Ross 
Noble, Kathy Lette, Sue Perkins 
and Alan Davies attempt to answer 
host Stephen Fry’s range of 
fiendish questions on the topic of 
ladies and gents. (R) 

11.15 Versailles. The traitor strikes in 
the palace prison, while Henriette 
has a rocky reunion with her 
brother, Charles II of England. 
Elsewhere, Beatrice risks a 
rendezvous with Marchal; (R) 
Inside Versailles. 

12.15 Film: About Elly. (2009)2.10 
Film: Dracula. (1958) 3.30 This Is BBC 
Two. 5.45 Gardeners’ World. (R) 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.35 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.00 Ninjago: 
Rise of the Snakes. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Film: Columbo: Etude in Black. (1972) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
John Cassavetes. 1.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.35 Wild Animal Reunions. 

(R) 2.35 Doc Martin. (R) 3.40 All Star 
Family Fortunes. (R) 4.40 Film: The 
Scorpion King. (2002) Fantasy action 
adventure, starring Dwayne Johnson. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring a toddler destroying 
Stonehenge, a dubstep-loving 
seagull, the world’s first heavy¬ 
petting zoo, and babysitting tips 
from a cross-dressing dad. 

7.15 Catchphrase. Mandy Lillie, 
Matthew Newman and Nimisha 
Odedra set out to prove they can 
“see it and say it” as Stephen 
Mulhern challenges them to guess 
the familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues. After the first 
elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round, where one of 
them could win £50,000. 

8.00 Film: Skyfall. (2012) James Bond 
pursues a mysterious criminal 
mastermind who has orchestrated 
a terrorist attack on MI6 
headquarters and exposed the 
identities of undercover agents 
around the world. The trail leads to 
a rogue former operative who has 
a personal vendetta against the 
intelligence organisation’s leader. 
Action thriller, starring Daniel 
Craig and Ralph Fiennes. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 Film: Carry On Girls. (1973) A 
local council plans to hold a beauty 
contest to attract tourists, but an 
outraged feminist group is plotting 
to sabotage the event. Comedy, 
starring Sid James. 

12.45 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Shipping Wars. (R) 6.40 Gillette 
World Sport. 7.10 Cardiff Triathlon. 

7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 The Morning Line. 10.05 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.35 The 

Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.35 The Simpsons. (R) 
12.05 Film: City of Ember. (2008) 

Fantasy adventure, starring Saoirse 
Ronan. 2.00 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Ascot, Haydock Park and 
Newmarket. 4.30 Come Dine with Me. 
5.00 Come Dine with Me. 5.30 Come 
Dine with Me. 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. The final 
night of the competition in the 
Lytham St Annes and Southport 
area arrives, and no-nonsense 
Russian Tanya is the final host. 
However, a disastrous Russian- 
speaking lession, a bad experience 
with caviar, and explosive 
vegetables look set to derail the 
evening. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Men in Black. (1997) A 
streetwise cop is enlisted by a top- 
secret government force dedicated 
to policing alien visitors to Earth, 
teaming up with a veteran agent 
just as a body-swapping 
extraterrestrial giant insect begins 
a reign of terror throughout New 
York City. Sci-fi comedy, starring 
Will Smith, Tommy Lee Jones, 
Linda Fiorentino, Rip Torn and 
Vincent D’Onofrio. 

9.00 Film: Super 8. (2011) Premiere. A 
boy and his friends sneak out at 
night to film an amateur zombie 
movie, only to witness a train 
derailment. As people start 
disappearing from their town and 
the military descends in force, they 
come to realise a dangerous alien 
was being transported on the train 
and is now on the loose. Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Joel Courtney and 
Elle Fanning. 

11.15 Film: Trance. (2013) A hypnotist 
helps an amnesiac art dealer 
remember where he hid a painting 
stolen from his own auction 
house. Crime thriller, starring 
James McAvoy and Rosario 
Dawson. 

1.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.05 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. The police 
arrest Mac. (R) 4.10 Kirstie’s Fill Your 
House for Free. (R) 4.25 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.20 Double Your 
House for Half the Money. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.25 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.00 The Saturday 
Show Live. 11.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. 11.30 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 12.25 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 1.20 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

2.20 Police Interceptors. (R) 3.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Paul and Phil head to Kent 
for an eviction and discover a full- 
scale cannabis factory upstairs. 
Plus, Brian and Delroy chase a 
debt of nearly £3,000 in 
Hampshire. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Mark Nicholas presents action 
from day four of the Third Test in 
the four-match series, which took 
place at Edgbaston. With 
commentary and analysis from 
Geoffrey Boycott, Michael 
Vaughan and Simon Hughes. 

8.00 NCIS. Gibbs and the team 
investigate the death of a Navy 
lieutenant commander’s husband, 
while Tony’s father visits for 
Christmas. Guest starring Robert 
Wagner. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

New series. George Riley and 
Lynsey Hipgrave introduce 
highlights from the opening 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Fulham v 
Newcastle United from Friday 
night. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. New 

series. George Riley and Lynsey 
Hipgrave introduce all the goals 
from the opening weekend’s 
games in the Leagues One and 
Two. 

10.30Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the famous housemates’ past 
24 hours under the all-seeing eye 
of Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

11.35 Impractical Jokers UK. Four 
friends compete in a series of 
challenges, and in the first task 
have to add as many scoops of 
peas as they can to other diners’ 
plates. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 GPs: Behind Closed 
Doors. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 5.15 
Nick’s Quest. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

I. 00 Olympics 2016 2.00 Britain on Film: 
A Woman’s Place 2.30 Danny Baker 
Rocks the Nineties (A Bit) 3.00 New York 
Rock at the BBC 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

II. 30 Ninja Warrior UK 12.30 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 1.05 Film: Must Love 
Dogs (2005) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10 Film: 
Must Love Dogs (2005) 3.00 Film: 
Stormbreaker (2006) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 
Film: Stormbreaker (2006) 4.55 Film: 
Yogi Bear (2010) 5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 
Film: Yogi Bear (201 0)6.35 Film: 
Twilight (2008) 7.35 FYI Daily 7.40 Film: 
Twilight (2008) 9.00 Film: Hot Fuzz 
(2007) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Hot 
Fuzz (2007) 11.25 Family Guy 12.55 
American Dad! 1.50 The Cleveland Show 

2.45 Ashley Roberts: The Hot Desk 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 2.50 
Film: The Pure Hell of St Trinian’s (1960) 
3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 Film: The Pure Hell 
of St Trinian’s (1960) 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Lewis 
10.00 ATouch of Frost 12.10 Inspector 
Morse 2.15 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.30 Film: The Land That Time Forgot 
(1975) 12.35 FYI Daily 12.40 Film: The 
Land That Time Forgot (1975) 1.20 Film: 
Nevada Smith (1966) 2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 
Film: Nevada Smith (1966) 4.00 British 
Touring Car Championship Highlights 

5.30 Storage Wars 6.00 The Motorbike 
Show 7.00 TT Blues 8.00 Film: Space 
Cowboys (2000) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: Space Cowboys (2000) 10.40 
Film: Ransom (1996) 11.50 FYI Daily 
11.55 Film: Ransom (1996) 1.05 Minder 
2.05 Andy Cole: Sports Life Stories 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Rich Kids of Instagram 12.30 New 
Girl 1.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 4.00 Film: The Golden 
Compass (2007) 6.10 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: The Five-Year Engagement (2012) 
11.30 Gogglebox 1.40 First Dates 2.40 
Rude Tube 3.35 Charmed 4.15 How I Met 
Your Mother 4.55 Revenge 

Film4 

1.00 The Chronicles of Narnia: The 
Voyage of the Dawn Treader (2010) 3.15 
Stuart Little (1999) 4.55 Cheaper By the 
Dozen (2003) 6.50 Mission: Impossible 
(1996) 9.00 The Transporter (2002) 

10.45 Die Hard (1988) 1.20 13 Assassins 
(2010) 3.50 Close 




MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

® Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B facebook.l 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
EmityJLouse, Warle^Rmd, Oldbury 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 


0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 



^ * CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES * SERVICING 
★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
^ * MOTS * RECOVERY * EXHAUSTS A 

★ * BODYWORK * TYRES * DIAGNOSTICS 

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN -K 

★ ★ W 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 
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SUNDAY’S TV AUGUST 7 25 


CHOICE 



Deborah Meaden (right) 


Dragons' Den 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

Evan Davis presents the 
business ideas contest, as 
regular panelists Peter Jones, 
Deborah Meaden, Touker 
Suleyman, Sarah Willingham 
and Nick Jenkins assess the 
profit-making potential of a 
brand of pork scratchings 
and a device for folding 
paper. The entrepreneurs 
behind a fledgling fashion 
business also try their luck, but 
textile tycoon Touker is far from 
impressed. 


BBC1 

6.00 Olympic Breakfast. 9.00 BBC News. 

10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 

Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 12.45 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.00 Olympics 2016. Coverage 

of day two in Rio gets under way. 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Anita Rani reports 
from Kerrera, a tiny island in the 
Scottish Inner Hebrides, close to 
the town of Oban, which in the last 
census had a population of just 34. 
Anita spends a day getting to know 
the locals, joining postmaster Gill 
Vollum on her rounds and helping 
shepherd Sheila McGregor to 
bring in her sheep. She also talks 
to Aideen Gallagher and Martin 
Shields to find out why they quit 
busy jobs on the mainland to live 
the island dream. 

7.30 Olympics 201 6 . Day two in Rio 

continues with the conclusion of 
the women’s cycling road race at 
Fort Copacabana and the women’s 
rugby sevens quarter-finals at the 
Deodoro Stadium. Selection this 
year for the cycling places in Team 
GB has proven somewhat 
controversial, but the squad of 
Lizzie Armitstead, Emma Pooley 
and Nikki Harris is one of the most 
experienced ones at the Games, 
and Armitstead will be hoping to 
go one better than at London 
2012, when she finished second 
behind Marianne Vos. Only four 
sides were eliminated at the group 
stage of the women’s rugby, so 
Great Britain will expect to be 
involved, but picking a winner of 
the tournament is difficult, as the 
sport of rugby returns to the 
Olympic fold for the first time 
since 1924. Plus, a round-up of 
the rest of the day’s action, 
including the women’s artistic 
gymnastics qualifiers. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day: Community 
Shield Highlights. Leicester City v 
Manchester United. Action from 
the curtain-raiser to the English 
top-flight campaign, as the 
Premier League champions faced 
the FA Cup-winners at Wembley 
Stadium. 

11.15 Olympics 201 6 . The latest 
coverage from day two in Rio. 

1.00 Olympics 201 6 . 4.00 Weather for 

the Week Ahead. 4.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Countryfile. (R) 7.15 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 7.45 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. (R) 9.15 Olympics: 
Rio Highlights 2016. Highlights of the 
opening day of the Olympic Games from 
Rio. 1.00 Film: The Third Man. (1949) 
Thriller, starring Joseph Cotten and 
Orson Welles. 2.40 Escape to the 
Continent. (R) 3.40 Flog It! (R) 4.25 
Songs of Praise. (R) 5.00 New Zealand: 
Earth’s Mythical Islands. (R) 

6.00 Olympics 2016. Day two of the 
Games in Rio continues with the 
latest swimming heats at the 
Olympic Aquatics Stadium and the 
women’s cycling road race from 
Fort Copacabana. The cycling is 
heading towards a conclusion, 
while the swimming includes the 
heats of the men’s 100m 
backstroke at 18.17 and women’s 
400m freestyle at 18.37, which will 
feature American star Katie 
Ledecky. Hazel Irvine presents. 

7.30 Wallace & Gromit: A Close 
Shave. Nick Park’s animated 
characters embark on their third 
adventure, which sees Wallace fall 
in love and Gromit framed for 
sheep rustling. With the voices of 
Peter Sallis and Anne Reid. (R) 
8.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present more 
battles in the arena, including a 
robot designed by a nine-year-old 
girl, which comes complete with a 
huge pink axe. Other entrants 
include a team of students from 
Falkirk whose robot is made of 
wood and has a petrol engine, and 
a family team with an ingenious 
creation made up of parts sourced 
from their local scrapyard. 

9.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
the profit-making potential of a 
fledgling fashion business, a brand 
of pork scratchings and a device 
for folding paper. Presented by 
Evan Davis. 

10.00 Olympics 2016. Coverage of day 
two continues with the men’s 
hockey group match between 
Great Britain and New Zealand and 
the quarter-finals of the women’s 
rugby sevens. Presented by Clare 
Balding. 

11.15 Film: Youth in Revolt. (2009) An 
awkward 16-year-old meets the 
girl of his dreams on holiday and 
embarks on a series of elaborate 
misadventures to be with her. 
Comedy, starring Michael Cera. 

12.40 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.35 
Holby City. (R) 2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share 
a Story. (R) 7.00 Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 
4. (R) 7.35 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 
8.00 Ninjago: Rise of the Snakes. (R) 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 Film: Columbo: 
Negative Reaction. (1974) Detective 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 1.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.25 Long Lost Family. 
(R) 2.30 Love Your Garden. (R) 3.30 
Film: The Queen. (2006) Oscar-winning 
biographical drama, starring Helen 
Mirren. 5.30 Masterpiece with Alan 
Titchmarsh. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 The Zoo. An insight into the daily 
life for the staff and animals at 
London Zoo in Regent’s Park and 
its country home at Whipsnade, 
where 800 keepers tend 21,000 
creatures. The series reveals what 
it means to be part of ZSL’s 
dedicated team, including some of 
the world’s best vets. (R) 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. When 
wealthy landowner Gregory 
Lancaster’s body goes missing on 
the night of his death, a sinister 
web of secrets and lies is exposed 
in the village of Little Malton. As 
DCI Barnaby, DS Nelson and new 
forensic pathologist Kam Karimore 
investigate the mysterious crime, 
they find themselves drawn into a 
macabre world of body-snatching 
during their quest to identify the 
perpetrator. Detective drama, 
starring Neil Dudgeon, Gwilym 
Lee, ManjinderVirk, Helen 
Baxendale and Navin Chowdhry. 
(R) 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Slow Train Through Africa with 
Griff Rhys Jones. Griff travels 
across Namibia in the south-west, 
experiencing luxury camping, 
encountering cheetahs, and 
visiting 1,000-foot sand dunes. 

(R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby 7s 
Highlights. Action from the finals 
day at The Ricoh Arena in 
Coventry, which featured eight 
teams in two pools of four, with 
the two teams that topped the 
tables competing in the final. 

12.15 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Shipping Wars. (R) 6.40 Mobil 1 
The Grid. 7.05 Motor Sport: Chateau 
Impney Hill Climb. 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 Film: The Great Mouse Detective. 
(1986) Animated adventure, with the 
voice of Vincent Price. 2.00 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 2.25 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 2.55 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 3.25 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 3.55 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 4.25 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 4.55 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 5.25 The 
Simpsons: Homer Day. (R) 5.50 Channel 
4 News. 

6.15 Film: Monsters, Inc. (2001) Two 
monsters work for an energy firm 
that employs scary creatures to 
sneak into children’s bedrooms 
and convert their screams into 
power. However, when a little girl 
accidentally wanders into the 
pair’s domain, they have to race 
against time to return her safely 
home before anyone finds out. 
Pixar animated comedy, with the 
voice of John Goodman. 

8.00 Flying to the Ends of the Earth. 
Arthur Williams flies to the islands 
of the South Pacific and meets 
Tracey Johnson, who has turned 
the luxury retreat of Wadigi into a 
bolthole for celebrities and the 
super-rich. He also visits the 
islands of Vanuatu, where he 
meets flying doctor Mark Turnball, 
who takes him up in his plane on 
his daily rounds - to the island of 
Mota, where Arthur is roped in to a 
spot of bush dentistry, pulling 
teeth without anaesthetic. Finally, 
Arthur takes his life in his hands as 
he attempts to land on the slopes 
of an active volcano on the island 
ofTanna. 

9.00 Film: 47 Ronin. (2013) Premiere. 
A band of samurai is betrayed by a 
ruthless warlord who murders the 
warriors’ master and banishes 
them from their homeland. They 
receive fresh hope in the shape of 
a mysterious former slave, who 
leads them into battle against 
monstrous and magical enemies 
as they seek to reclaim their 
former status. Fantasy adventure, 
starring Keanu Reeves. 

11.20 Film: Ghost. (1990) 

1.40 Friday Night Dinner. (R) 2.10 The 
World’s Weirdest Weather. (R) 3.05 
Walking the Himalayas. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.40 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack 
and Quack. (R) 7.05 Pets. (R) 7.10 
Noddy in Toyland. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. 
7.35 Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! 
(R) 8.10 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmer and Shine. 

9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 

9.55 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 

10.30 Football on 5: The Championship. 
(R) 11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 
12.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 1.00 
Benefits House: Me & My 26 Kids. (R) 
2.00 Benefits, Babies & Jail. (R) 3.00 
Benefits: Can’t Work, Won’t Work. (R) 
4.00 Benefits: 19 Kids and Counting the 
Cost. (R) 5.00 Dogs Make You Laugh 
Out Loud 3. (R) 

6.00 Now That’s Funny! Featuring 
animals behaving badly, lucky 
beginners, and a couple driving 
down a steep mountain. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Pakistan. 
Mark Nicholas presents action 
from day five of the Third Test in 
the four-match series, which took 
place at Edgbaston. With 
commentary and analysis from 
Geoffrey Boycott. 

8.00 Toddlers Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. Internet video clips of 
youngsters doing bizarre and 
humorous things, including a six- 
year-old performing Aretha 
Franklin’s Respect. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 
and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Bankrupt & Broke: When Celebs 
Go Bust. Countdown show 
exploring how a celebrity lifestyle 
led to bankruptcy for a number of 
famous faces, with accounts from 
friends and colleagues of how they 
squandered their fortunes. (R) 

11.30 Body Freaks: Old Face, New 
Face. Documentary following 
people who have had extreme 
cosmetic transformations, 
including a sales assistant who 
spent £100,000 to look like his 
idol, Kim Kardashian. (R) 

12.30 Lip Sync Battle. 12.55 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Now That’s Funny! 

(R) 4.00 World’s Most Pampered Pets. 
(R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS.(R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

1.00 Olympics 2016 2.00 Britain on 
Film: Brits at Play 2.30 Sounds of the 
Sixties 3.00 Timeshift: The Nation’s 
Railway: The Golden Age of British Rail 
4.00 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Take Me Out 1.20 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.20 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 2.50 Film: Mr Bean’s 
Holiday (2007) 3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 Film: 
Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 4.40 Film: The 
Smurfs (2011) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 Film: 
The Smurfs (2011)6.45 Film: The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012) 

7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 10.00 Family 
Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.25 
Bordertown 12.55 The Cleveland Show 

I. 50 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 40 A Touch of Frost 1.55 Goodbye Mr 
Chips 4.00 Film: Carry On Up the Jungle 
(1970) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: Carry 
On Up the Jungle (1970) 5.55 Doc Martin 
8.00 Royal Stories 9.00 Million Dollar 
Princesses 10.00 The Booze Cruise III 
12.05 Wire in the Blood 2.55 May the 
Best House Win 4.40 Rising Damp 5.30 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.00 Film: Captain Newman MD 
(1964)12.30 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 

I. 40 FYI Daily 1.45 Film: Dunkirk 
(1958) 3.15 Film: Nevada Smith (1966) 

4.20 FYI Daily 4.25 Film: Nevada Smith 
(1966) 5.55 Mr Bean 7.00 Pawn Stars 
8.00 Film: Cannonball Run II (1984) 

9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 Film: Cannonball 
Run II (1984) 10.15 Film: Raw Deal 
(1986) 11.15 FYI Daily 11.20 Film: Raw 
Deal (1986) 12.25 Film: Nighthawks 
(1981) 1.25 FYI Daily 1.30 Film: 
Nighthawks (1981) 2.25 Nitro Circus 

2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Coach Trip: Road to Ibiza 2.35 The 
Goldbergs 4.30 Film: Step Up (2006) 
6.35 The Big Bang Theory 10.00 Tattoo 
Fixers on Holiday 11.00 Rich Kids of 
Instagram 12.00 Gogglebox 1.05 
Containment 2.05 Rude Tube 3.00 2 
Broke Girls 3.40 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 St Trinian’s (2007) 1.00 The Core 
(2003) 3.50 The Tale of the Princess 
Kaguya (2013) 6.40 Mission: Impossible 
2 (2000) 9.00 Die Hard 2 (1990) 11.20 
Zero Dark Thirty (2012) 2.25 Apartment 
143 (2011)4.00 Close 


ENTIRE CONTENTS OF WODEN DAY CARE CENTRE AND FRANK BOSWORTH 
IN LIQUIDATION. ON-LINE FURNITURE RETAILER, BEDS, MATTRESSS, 
BEDROOM FURNITURE, DINING FURNITURE IN MARBLE OAK AND GLASS. 

PUBLIC AUCTION / VIEWING & \ 
WED 10TH AUGUST 11AM \ from ioam J 



BEDROOMS 

OVER 200 MATTRESSES & DIVANS, METAL BED SETS INCLUDING S0LITE 
LASER VARIABLE TILT METAL BEDS. CASA CLASSIC INTEGRAL SIDE 
RAIL DUAL HEADREST ADJUSTABLE. HIGH DUALITY BRAND NEW AND 
DUALITY USED WATERPROOF MATRESSES - SIDHIL S0FTREST, DYNA 
FORM JUPITER (MAX 26 STONE). WARDROBES, CHESTS, BEDSIDES, 
DRESSERS, CLINICAL WASTE BINS, PORTABLE LOCKING MEDICINE 
TROLLIES, BED PANS AND C0M0DES, ARJ0 MALIBU VARIABLE HEIGHT 
ASSIST BATH TUBS AND ACCESSORIES, ELECTRIC HOISTS, 

BATH CHAIRS. ARJ0 NINJA SLUICE SANITISERS (4). DISINFECTOR 
MACHINES, BED LINEN TOWELS, PILLOWS, LARGE OUANTITY OF 
BRAND NEW METAL & LEATHER BED FRAMES & MATTRESSES. 

REST ROOMS 

70 DUALITY ORTHO WING CHAIRS, MANY NEW POWER TILT AND LIFT 
LEATHER AND FABRIC RECLINER CHAIRS. LEATHER AND OAK NEW 
DINING CHAIRS, HIGH BACK OAK DINING CHAIRS, OAK AND MELAMINE 
DINING TABLES, MANY BRAND NEW SOFA BEDS, DAY BEDS, 
OTTOMAN BEDS, LARGE OUANTITY OF NEW OAK/WHITE DUALITY 
BEDROOM SUITES, SEVERAL EXCLUSIVE FRENCH BEDROOM SUITES. 

KITCHEN 

FULLY EDUIPPED TOP OF THE RANGE STAINLESS STEEL 
COMMERCIAL DISHWASHERS, M00RW00D VULCAN DOUBLE GRILLE, 
MONDIAL LARGE FRIDGE, STEAMERS, 6 BURNER COBRA COOKER, 
LARGE WARMER, LARGE STAINLESS DRAINERS, WORK SURFACES, 
SINK UNITS, MIXERS, MICROWAVES, LARGE TOASTERS, KETTLES, 
DRAINERS, HOTELWARE, POTS, PANS, FRYERS, CHILLERS, 

CHEST FREEZERS. 

WAREHOUSE 

PALLET TRUCKS - YALE ‘EDDISON’ DIESEL CDP040 
FORK LIFT TRUCK - SACK TRUCKS - LARGE QUANTITIES OF 
PALLET RACKING & DEXION WAREHOUSE RACKING. 


ALL GOODS MUST BE REMOVED FROM SITE BY 5PM FRIDAY 12TH AUGUST. DELIVERY CONTRACTORS ONSITE. 


AUCTION CONDUCTED BY BFC GROUP AT: 

MARBLES WAREHOUSE 

161 GREAT BRIDGE STREET, WEST BROMWICH B70 ODG 

TELEPHONE: 0121 522 4071 / 07904 197955 / 07930 530981 

PICTURES FOR GUIDANCE ONLY. ALL GUIDE PRICES & BIDS ARE SUBJECT TO 10% BUYERS PREMIUM & VAT. 







The Federation of Master Builders. 

Championing continuous 
improvement in building quality for 

75 years 

Mercer House, 780a Hagley Road West, Old¬ 
bury, West Midlands B68 OPJ 

T: 0121 421 9362 

www.fmb.org.uk | E: fmbcentral@fmb.org.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, August 4, 2016 



























Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, August 4, 2016 


“thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

WEDNESDAY 

The Reckoning, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Having left behind the Amish life of her youth for the 
modern world, a woman must now come to terms 
with her heritage and the man she once loved. 
Romantic drama, starring Katie Leclerc, Chad Connell 
and Jacob Blair. (2015) 

Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark, Channel 4,12.35am 

A girl moves into a gothic mansion with her father 
and his new girlfriend, and hears strange noises 
coming from the basement. Her curiosity leads her 
to unwittingly unleash a swarm of voracious tiny 
monsters, but her attempts to warn her family of the 
terrible danger they are in fall on deaf ears. Horror, 
with Bailee Madison, Guy Pearce and Katie 
Holmes. (2010) 

THURSDAY 

Guilty Until Proven Innocent: Garage Sale Mystery, 
Channel 5,3.15pm 

Antiques expert - and amateur detective Jennifer 
Shannon puts her sleuthing skills to the test once 
more when an old friend from college becomes the 
prime suspect in a murder investigation. Crime drama, 
starring Lori Loughlin, Lindsay Maxwell. (2016) 



FRIDAY 

A Fish Called Wanda, ITV, 10.40pm 

A stuffy English barrister representing a jewel thief is 
targeted by his client’s partners in crime - a seductive 
American crook and her dim-witted would-be 
philosopher lover who will go to any lengths to 
discover where the diamonds from their last heist 
have been hidden. Crime comedy, starring John 
Cleese, Jamie Lee Curtis, Kevin Kline, Michael Palin 
and Tom Georgeson. (1988) 

Flying Blind, BBC2,11.10pm 
An aerospace engineer designing military drones 
begins a passionate affair with a younger Muslim 
student. The relationship leads to her being 
questioned by the security services, who claim he is 
involved in terrorism, forcing her to question how 
much she knows about her lover and where her 
loyalties lie. Drama, starring Helen McCrary, Najib 
Oudghiri, Kenneth Cranham, Tristan Gemmill, Lorcan 
Cranitch and Razane Jammal. (2012) 


Tears all round as they 
meet the parents 


H ankies at the ready everyone - 
there are two more unbearably 
moving tales heading your way 
this week. 

The first of them focuses on David 
Smith, who lives in Cambridgeshire 
with his wife and two children. He’s 
close to his offspring, and says, “I 
don’t think you understand the love of 
a father until you become a father 
yourself.” 

David was raised by his mother and 
her husband alongside two siblings. 
However, he didn’t bond with the man 
he thought was his dad, and 
discovered in his teens, following his 
mother’s divorce, that his biological 
father was a man called Ken Davis, 
whom she’d met and fallen in love 
with. However, following a heated 
argument, they went their separate 
ways. 

For years, David has longed for a 
father figure: “I want someone to be 
proud of me, someone to say, ‘this is 
my son!” 

The programme’s researchers 
stepped in to lend him a hand. They 
discovered that Ken is now married 


with three more children and living in 
West Bromwich. 

When co-host Nicky Campbell 
catches up with him, Ken reveals he’s 
always been aware of David’s 
existence and had wanted to be a part 
of his life, but felt that when his mother 
married, that he’d be better off as part 
of their family unit; he’s devastated to 
find that David’s childhood wasn’t a 
happy one and regrets his decision. 

After seeing a picture of him, Ken 
agrees to meet his son for the first 
time - and it’s a life-changing moment 
for both of them that won’t leave a dry 
eye anywhere. 

The second story is perhaps even 
more remarkable. It focuses on Mandy 
Hearn, who was adopted as a baby 
and grew up by loving parents. 
However, she claims she always felt 
different so, 30 years ago, when she 
was 18, she decided to investigate in 
an attempt to understand why her 
birth mother had given her up - and 
what she found out shocked her. 

Mandy is the offspring of Pamela, 
who had her when she was just 13 
years of age. “She was a child herself,” 


remarks Mandy, who was deeply 
affected by this revelation. “It’s 
shocking when you see how young 
she was. She must have been 
terrified.” 

Initially, she called off her search, 
concerned that if Pamela had gone on 
to have another family, it might be too 
upsetting for both them and her to 
disturb their happiness. But now, she 
feels the need to get to know her 
better. 

Campbell visits Pamela at her home 
in Co Mayo on ireland’s west coast. 
She reveals that at the time of her 
pregnancy, she had little support and 
despite feeling a bond with her 
daughter, felt she had no choice but to 
give her up. “I was doing someone a 
good turn, making family for other 
people,” she explains. 

Davina McCall accompanies the 
women when they come face-to-face 
in Richmond, not far from where they 
were last together almost 50 years 
ago. 

“It is a great feeling to know that 
she’s well and she knows that I am 
okay,” says Mandy.” 



Davina McCall and Nicky Campbell present Long Lost Family, 
Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Brief Encounters 
ITV, 9pm 

Steph organises an exotic lingerie event at a local 
nightclub, but things are unlikely to run smoothly. 
Brian is stunned when Dawn tells him she has 
asked Russell to model, Steph confronts Pauline 
and asks why she lied to Johnny, while Barry shows 
Terry he knows the truth about him and Lisa. On 
the evening of the show, Pauline approaches Nita 
and gives her shocking news that leaves all the 
women astounded. Drama, starring Penelope 
Wilton and Sophie Rundle. Last in the series. 

Naked Attraction 
Channel 4,10pm 

If you’ve missed the first two episodes of this 
controversial series, it’s the show that literally strips 
the dating process bare. Each week, two singletons 
get the chance to choose a date from six naked 
candidates, who are revealed to them one body 
part at a time. The decisions are made based on 
pure physical attraction, but will that prove to be a 
better indicator of compatibility than making small 
talk in a pub or exchanging text messages? The 
latest people to put it to the test are Matthew, a 
24-year-old mobile sales advisor, and Tracy, who 
has been out of the dating game for three years. 



WEDNESDAY 

Inside CERN: A Horizon Special 
BBC2, 8pm 

The BBC’s flagship science programme 
turns its attention to one of the most 
extraordinary stories in particle physics. It 
begins in June 2015, when teams at CERN 
started running the Large Hadron Collider at 
the highest energy possible. Before long, 
rumours began to emerge that they were on the 
brink of a huge discovery, thanks to a mysterious 
bump in some data suggesting a 
first glimpse of a brand new 


THURSDAY 
The Supervet: Bionic 
Specials 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. The return of the 
documentary about a 
pioneering veterinary 
practice, delving deeper 
into the science behind 
the cutting-edge 
procedures used by 
Professor Noel 
Fitzpatrick and his staff. 
Noel tries to cure a 
terrier’s limp by 
performing an elbow 
replacement - using a 
3D-printed 
I hinged joint. 


TUESDAY 
First Dates 
Channel 4,10pm 

New series. Podiatrist Felicity meets handsome city 
boy Jethro, who describes himself as ‘marmite’, 
while 24-year-old Irishman Damian believes his 
Tourette’s is the reason he has yet to find the man 
of his dreams. He goes on a date with part-time 
model Kai, who is a sucker for an Irish accent. 
Meanwhile, 79-year-old history student Joe has a 
poignant and cheeky date with Dee, boat builder 
Abbey swaps her overalls for a dress in a bid to win 
the heart of special effects technicians James, and 
accountant Ajai meets his date Hema. 


particle. If you’re not sure why that’s so exciting, it 
could change our understanding of the universe and 
also hints at extra dimensions - but there is a 
possibility that the data bump was caused by noise 
from the machine. Horizon follows the scientists as 
they look for the signals that would determine one 
way or the other whether there really 
is a new particle. 


FRIDAY 

Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year 
Channel 4,8pm 

The 2016 competition arrives at its half-way point, 
with the turn of the most popular category - Pubs 
and Entertainment sheds. This fiercely contested 
group includes an entire Wild West town built out of 
sheds up in Aberdeen, a faithful replica of a Polish 
mountain drinking den in rural Ireland, and a 
nightclub in a Hackney with a truly one-of-a-kind 
owner. Meanwhile, among the shortlisted sheds in 
the Workshops and Studios group are a 
blacksmith’s smithy and Star Wars shed. 

Friday Night Dinner 
Channel 4,10pm 

Unlike most episodes of this laugh-out-loud 
comedy, Adam (Simon Bird) doesn’t just turn up at 
mum and dad’s for dinner tonight - he’s already 
there. The Goodman son has been staying at his 
parents’ place all week, and with Mum (Tamsin 
Greig) fussing over him so much, he’s regressed 
into behaving like a child - well, even more than 
usual. But one staple of this comedy is that the 
family quartet won’t actually get the chance to enjoy 
their dinner, as something or someone is bound to 
turn up to sabotage it. This week it is neighbour Jim 
(Mark Heap), who is terrified of his own dog. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

w carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



CHANDIGARH 
CATERING SERVICE 
AND SWEET CENTRE 


V ^ 

Specialists in Authentic Vegetarian 
& Non Vegetarian Dishes 


1 kilo Vegetable Pakora £5 
Sheesh Kebab 50p 
100 Samosas for £20 
Curries from £3 


Vegetable Samosa 25p 
Meat Samosa 50p 
Spring roll 30p 


| Carpel Warehouse 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Carpets from only 
£2.99 per sq.yard 

Fitting within 24 hours 


287 Bear 

< 

info 

WWW. 


287 Bearwood Road, Smethwick B66 4DR 

0121 429 9998 

info@chandigarhcatering.com 

www.chandigarhcatering.com 


Open times 
9am - 8pm 
Monday-Sunday 


CATERING SERVICES 
for all functions 
large or small 




v; 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists irr. Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

i, tinges mil Us ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


ctue 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


07503 155 000 


Unit 14, New Swan Lane, 
West Bromwich B70 OPG 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 


vapour 

10% OFF 


7 AMERICAN JUICES < 
COMING SOON 


For all Chronicle 



Fruit Salad, Blackjacks, 

Mac Shakes, Purple Rain, Vimto, 
Strawberry Fields & so much more 

0 mg available 


. 2 Ashfree Road, Tividale, Oldbury B69 2HD 

0121 544 6752 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.389 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

s 

2 

T 

B 

4 E 

5 

R 

6 J 

7 

Y 

8 

w 

9 n 

10 

O 

11 

A 

12 

D 

13 

P 

14 

X 

15 

V 

16 

U 

17 

K 

18 

G 

19 

L 

20 

M 

21 

H 

22 

F 

23 

1 

24 

c 

25 

z 

26 

Q 


i 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

N 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25| 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Shipping trade (5) 

4. Take a trip (7) 

8. Where to see 
women in retreat 

(7) 

9. Finishing off a 
cake? (5) 

10. Birds slow to 
change (4) 

11. He could be 
grounded and in 
trouble (8) 

13. Assemble in the 
mother ship (4) 

14. Part of a business 
house reserved for 
the employer (4) 

16. Dismissed just for 
being unqualified 

( 8 ) 

17. Form of transport 
levy that’s imposed 
on one (4) 

20. Country taking in 
reciprocal aid (5) 

21. Eggs turn into 
cheers (7) 

22. Objectives a sailor 
acquires (7) 

23. Support for the 
board (5) 


Down 

1. Twister making an 
honest living (13) 

2. Abolish article from 
a year-book (5) 

3. A row in the 
amphitheatre (4) 

4. Uttering an adage 

( 6 ) 

5. All that is sure, 
perhaps, about a 
tangled vine (8) 

6. He may put up a 
house for sale (7) 

7. Continuous bleep or 
a ring, perhaps (7,6) 

12. Reckon I’m splitting 
the estate (8) 

13. He produces his 
pass when he’s 
being charged (7) 

15. Photographs new 
plants (6) 

18. Make staid 
entrances (5) 

19. We hold a note for 
payment (4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


1 

5 


9 




2 



2 


5 

1 
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7 






1 




3 



8 



2 


9 


4 


7 


5 



5 



7 




4 






2 
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5 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 


1. Criminal (5) 

4. Send away (7) 

8. Uproar (7) 

9. Ape (5) 

10. Eager (4) 

11. Repeat (8) 

13. Melody (4) 

14. Faithful (4) 

16. Praiseworthy (8) 

17. Labyrinth (4) 

20. Moribund (5) 

21. Raise (7) 

22. Farthest (7) 

23. Clothe (5) 


Down 

1. Prescience (13) 

2. Profit (5) 

3. Artless (4) 

4. Moved to music (6) 

5. Congruity (8) 

6. Duck (7) 

7. Reticence (13) 

12. Interweave (8) 

13. Sightseer (7) 

15. Adduce (6) 

18. Vigilant (5) 

19. Repair (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Impostors; 8 Term; 9 
Comes into; 10 Number; 11 Named; 14 Paste; 15 
Damp; 16 Sight; 18 Punt; 20 Angle; 21 Gross; 24 
Sorrow; 25 Manifesto; 26 Dual; 27 Programme. 
Down: 1 Stand-pipe; 2 Promising; 4 Moor; 5 
Omega; 6 Tailed; 7 Rate; 9 Ceres; 11 Negus; 12 
Dangerous; 13 Speedwell; 17 Taboo; 19 Trying; 
22 Siena; 23 Pair; 24 Stem. QUICK - Across: 

3 Qualified; 8 Nail; 9 Castigate; 10 Occurs; 11 
Fears; 14 Reels; 15 Echo; 16 Smash; 18 Chic; 


Discredit; 4 Upas; 5 Lithe; 6 Figure; 7 Eats; 9 
Cross; 11 Flame; 12 Sceptical; 13 Forestall; 17 
Hasty; 19 Caress; 22 Lotus; 23 Core; 24 Stye. 


Niner 


1. Which Native American woman is said 
to have saved the life of Captain John 
Smith? 

2. What type of animal is an ibex? 

3. Which are the only two planets in our 
solar system not to have moons? 

4. Which British film-maker directed the 
film This Sporting Life? 

5. Which element has the symbol P? 


6. Within which group of islands is Scapa 
Flow? 

7. Whose sidekick was Violet Elizabeth 
Bott? 

8. To whom is the Greek epic poem The 
Odyssey attributed? 

9. In which country is the Seikan Tunnel, 


Last week’s solutions: 


Quiz: 1 Mormons; 2 Robert Thomson; 
3 Cuckoo; 4 Ricky Ponting; 5 Urticaria; 
6 Kiev; 7 Aster; 8 French; 9 Polecat; 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


23718 gives a girl’s name, 

94926 gives a second girl’s name, 
258372 gives a third girl’s name. 


10. For which party was Emmeline 

10 Orange. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Pankhurst a prospective parliamentary 











candidate? 

Niner: EMULATING 











GOLD PRICES THE HIGHEST 
IN YEARS 

9ct Gold £11.35 : Full Sovereign 

18ct Gold £22.70 j £225 
22ct Gold £27.75 j Full Kruggerand 
(price as of 5.8.16) j £980 


st rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 


EUROS 

We sell £1 = 1.15 

We buy £1 = 1.25 

Price Paid 5.8.16 


We sell £1 = 1.30 
We buy £1 = 1.40 

Price Paid 5.8.16 



k Gold & Silver Jewellery k Watches 
k Diamond Rings k Pre-Owned Rolex's 
k Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 
k Replace Missing Diamonds k Watch Servicing & 

'-SELL 


amo2Ji2mm 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


DECORATORS WANTED 
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eating out 



Light bite - the brisket summer rolls 


Keep it clean - selection of green teas 


Pho-nomenal food - the hearty chicken salad was the star of the show 



Streets ahead - Pho offers Vietnamese food 


Just the ticket! Why this type 
of food is right up my street 


IT wasn’t that long ago when a 
meal at the train station meant 
a Double Whopper with chips, 
some onion rings and an unnec¬ 
essarily large diet Coke. 

The choice of seating was either the 
sole plastic backless chair or the mid¬ 
dle of the platform. 

But that’s now a distant memory, the 
future is here and it’s sensational - wel¬ 
come to Grand Central Birmingham which 
opened last September and has been a huge 
success in both visitor numbers and positive 
feedback. 

Located on the first floor, Grand Cen¬ 
tral has given the green light to a diverse 
number of restaurants from French to Jap- 
anese.With my wife being half Filipino, we 
decided to stay in the Far East and dine 
at Pho. No that’s not a spelling error, the 


Nathan Judah tucks in 


name may be short and slightly odd, but 
the experience from start to finish was quite 
simply a delight. 

Pho is an open plan Vietnamese restau¬ 
rant that delivers quick, healthy ‘street 
food’ at a very reasonable price. So what is 
the meaning behind the name? Quite sim¬ 
ply it’s the star dish that the restaurant 
serves - a traditional noodle soup. 

The menu is clear, well described and 
extensive. And if you can’t read Vietnam¬ 
ese, the English explanation is quoted just 
below each dish to help out even the most 
confused customer. 

The staff are incredibly attentive and 
when I eat out I always ask their thoughts 
on the menu before I make my final deci¬ 
sion, just to see if there’s any ‘must haves’. 

The first thing I noticed was that every¬ 


one was incredibly passionate about the 
food. Not just the staff, but the diners ei¬ 
ther side of us. To start, we ordered one Goi 
cuon and one brisket summer roll. Forget 
deep fried, dry and heavy and think light, 
healthy and delicious. 

Plentiful 

But the Vietnamese chicken salad (Goi 
ga) was the star of the show. It was simply 
a delight from the first mouthful to the last. 
Suffice to say my wife’s trip to the bathroom 
resulted in her only having two mouthfuls 
left when she returned. 

The shredded white chicken strips were 
juicy and plentiful and combined meticu¬ 
lously with Asian herbs and peppers before 
the addition of a chilli ginger dressing that 
brought out every single flavour of the dish. 

I do like to change things up in restau¬ 
rants, however with Pho, I always pick the 


same thing every single time - Pho chin 
(brisket) with extra brisket. 

The huge bowl in which it was served 
may be slightly intimidating to the novice, 
but with the oversized wooden spoon that 
comes with the soup, they avoid that awk¬ 
ward ‘Should I be using chopsticks?’ ques¬ 
tion. 

With lean meat aplenty and rice noodles 
flowing, the dish provides the perfect com¬ 
fort food combination, but at the same time 
keeping the healthy-eating element at the 
forefront of the dish. 

Suffice to say we could not manage des¬ 
sert, but there were a variety of different 
traditional dishes that looked stunning as 
they came off the pass. 

Excellent service, delicious, healthy plen¬ 
tiful food in a relaxed friendly atmosphere, 
Pho ticks all the boxes - this really is on the 
right track. 


job, work, employment 


www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


Star Employment 


services 


Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


A nicely-presented, 
extended, spacious, 
improved home 

Attractively presented, 278 Bristnall Hall Road, 
Oldbury is a spacious and improved and extended 
three-bedroomed end terrace house in a convenient 
location. 

It is for sale through Humberstones Homes at 
£159,950. 

Having gas radiator heating and double glazing, this 
property really needs to be viewed in Oder to be fully 
appreciated. 

In brief, on the ground floor it has an entrance 
vestibule, a delightful lounge, a re-fitted dining kitchen, 
a ground floor extension/utility to the rear offering 
potential (currently used as store/hobby room). 

On the first floor there are three good sized bedrooms 
and a bathroom. Outside is a drive providing of road 
parking and a super, well maintained rear garden. 

In more detail the entrance vestibule has stairs off. 

The delightful lounge has a bay window to the front, an 
attractive feature fire surround with a hearth housing 
an inset coal effect living flame gas fire, coving and 
an under-stairs storage cupboard. A door leads to the 
re-fitted dining kitchen which has a fine range of base 
and wall mounted units, work surface areas, a display 
cabinet, a single drainer sink with mixer tap, an electric 
cooker point, plumbing for dishwasher, complementary 
tiling to the walls, a door to the rear extension and a 
further door to a walk-in storage cupboard. 

The rear extension/utility area has a circular bowl 
sink with mixer tap, work surface area, plumbing for an 
automatic washing machine, a door to the front and a 
door to the rear. 

Off first floor is bedroom one which overlooks the front, 
bedroom two which overlooks the ear and has laminate 
flooring, and bedroom three which overlooks the rear. 

The bathroom is L-shaped and has a bath with a 
shower attachment over, pedestal wash hand basin, a 
low-level flush WC, and built-in store/airing cupboard. 

The rear garden has a patio, shaped lawn area, well 
stocked shrubbed borders, a garden shed, outside light 
and outside power point. 


KEY FEATURES 

Pleasant position 
Attractively presented 
3 bedrooms 
Extended end terrace 
Driveway parking 


OLDBURY £159,950 




LOVE YOUR 
POSTCODE 

Focus on achieving more 
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Equity release hits 
£0.5bn for first 
quarter on record 

Some £8.2 million of housing wealth was 
withdrawn in the UK every working day in 
the second quarter of 2016 as equity release 
lending passed £0.5 billion for the first quarter 
on record. 

Overall there was £514.4 million of lending 
in quarter two, up 34% year on year and 58% 
higher than in the second quarter of 2014, 
according to the latest figures from the Equity 
Release Council. 

The council report points out that the three 
busiest quarters for equity release lending have 
all come within the last 12 months and the annual 
rise in the number of new plans agreed is the 
fastest seen in 13 years. 

Common uses for equity release include paying 
off existing mortgages and loans, providing extra 
retirement income, funding home improvements 
or care related adaptations, paying for travel or 
other one off expenses, and gifting money to 
family members as a ‘living inheritance’. 

The council also says that over 55s’ increased 
appetite to use housing wealthy has been 
supported by market developments which 
include new providers and increasing choice of 
products and features emerging. In addition, the 
market received support from the regulator in 
April when they amended the legislation to allow 
optional interest repayments to be exempt from 
mortgage affordability rules. 

Year on year, the council’s figures show the 
biggest percentage growth in the value of lending 
in the second quarter of the year was for lump 
sum lifetime mortgages, typically involving a 
larger release of housing wealth in a single 
payment, up 37% or £56.8 million compared to 
the second quarter of 2015. 

However, lending via drawdown lifetime 
mortgages, allowing consumers to make multiple 
withdrawals of equity as and when needed, 
continued to account for the larger share of the 
market, growing 31% or £72.4 million to £304 
million compared to the second quarter of 2015. 

Home reversion plans also experienced a 
rise in the second quarter of 2016 with the total 
value of activity more than doubling year on 
year from £623,647 in the second quarter of 
2015 to £1.5 million. Looking at new customers’ 
product choices, some 67% opted for drawdown 
products in the second quarter, up from 65% 
a year earlier, while the share of lump sum 
products dipped slightly from 35% to 33%. With 
market activity having grown significantly during 
that time, the number of new drawdown plans 
agreed was up 27% year on year compared with 
16% for lump sum plans. 

Overall, it meant the total volume of new plans 
agreed across the whole market was up 23% 
year on year, the highest annual growth rate in 
nearly 13 years since the third quarter of 2003. 
The 6,671 new plans agreed was the largest 
quarterly total since the fourth quarter of 2008. 

“These figures are the latest sign that UK home 
owners increasingly see housing wealth as a 
fundamental part of their retirement funding 
plans. The long term rise of house prices has 
allowed many older homeowners to build up 
considerable reserves of housing equity, which 
have the potential to solve many of the financial 
challenges facing the UK’s ageing population,” 
said Nigel Waterson, chairman of the Equity 
Release Council. 


Tips to get your property 
ready for sale this summer 


House sellers are being encouraged 
to get their properties market-ready 
in time for the traditional summer 
peak of activity. 

In 2015, August 10 was the busiest day 
of the year for house hunters browsing 
properties on website Rightmove, with 
more than 43 million page views recorded. 

TV property expert Sarah Beeny said 
during the summer holiday period when 
many people have time off work, a seller’s 
property may be seen by a much larger 
number of people than usual, boosting the 
chances of multiple viewings and a sale. 

She said: “Lots of people put their houses 
on the market around this time of year, so 
you really do need to go the extra mile to 
make your property stand out from the 
crowd.” 

Disruption 

But this year has seen some disruption 
to the housing market - and with the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Rics) 
recently saying that the number of potential 
house hunters has fallen back at the fastest 
rate since 2008, some house sellers may 
find they have to work harder this summer 
to show their property off to its best and 
achieve the price they want. 

The disruption has been partly caused by 
a stamp duty hike for buy-to-let investors 
from April 1, which prompted a rush of 
investors snapping up homes earlier in the 
early months of 2016, rather than leaving 
their purchases until later on in the year. 

The EU referendum vote has also caused 
uncertainty, with the British Bankers’ 
Association (BBA) saying this week that 
the number of mortgage approvals made 
to home buyers in June was down by 11% 


compared with June 2015. However, the 
BBA has cautioned against putting too 
much emphasis on its June figures as a 
sign of how the economy is performing 
after the Brexit vote. 

Here are some tips from Beeny to 
help sellers make the most of summer 
housing market activity: 

• Give your garden some TLC. Make 
sure all bushes and trees are trimmed, 
de-weed and mow your lawn, and make 
sure patios, paths and decking are 
moss-free and clean. Brightly-coloured 
flowers in pots and borders also help 

to cheer up a garden, further adding 
appeal. 

Sunlight 

• Make the most of the natural 
light that streams into your property 
in summer. Get rid of blinds and 
dark curtains that block light out and 
strategically place mirrors in places that 
will reflect sunlight to make rooms seem 
even brighter. Lightly-coloured decor 
and furnishings will also help create a 
livelier, brighter space. Open windows 
ahead of viewings to let in plenty of fresh 
air. 

• People buy into certain lifestyles, 
and perfect summer living is one of 
them. If you have French doors leading 
out to the garden, make a feature of 
them. And turn your garden or yard 
into a summertime oasis with colourful 
garden furniture, a barbecue, outdoor 
fairy lights and potted plants. 

• When the sun is shining, dirt 
on windows can really show up, so 
remember to make your windows 
sparkle and give the best impression of 
your property. 



Sales to first time buyers increased in run-up to referendum 



Buyers in the UK seemed largely unperturbed in 
the run up to the European Union referendum in 
June with sales to first time buyers increasing. 

According to the latest monthly report from the 
National Association of Estate Agents (NAEA) 
demand for housing increased as well while supply 
of available properties and the number of sales 
going through were stable. 

However, immediately following the result to leave 
the EU, agents witnessed uncertainty from sellers, 
and supply fell momentarily. 

Overall in June, estate agents saw an increase in 
demand which the NAEA says suggests that buyers 
weren’t fazed by the risk of Brexit in the lead up to 
the vote. There were an average 330 house hunters 
registered per member branch last month, up 9% 
from May when 304 buyers were registered, the 
lowest number recorded since November 2013. 

However, although June saw growth in the number 
of prospective buyers, demand still remains low in 
comparison to June last year. 

Meanwhile, some 57% of agents reported a drop 
in demand from prospective buyers and 58% saw 
supply fall in the week immediately following the vote. 
However, it is expected this will level out in July. 

First time buyers in particular were not impacted by 
the Brexit result. Immediately following the result only 
28% of NAEA agents witnessed uncertainty from this 
group of buyers, while 30% of total house sales in June 
were made to first time buyers, the highest number of 
sales since October last year. 

The Brexit vote did not affect the number sales that 
completed in June either, with a total of eight sales 


completing per branch last month, a figure which 
has not shifted from May. Further to this, the supply 
of available housing also remained the same with 
an average of 37 properties registered per member 
branch in June. 

“In periods of extreme political and economic 
uncertainty, the housing market will always respond. 
However, it’s a relief to see that looking at the whole 
month overall, buyers were still keen to buy, sellers 
were still keen to sell and sales were still going through 
at the same level as we’d expect,” said Mark Hayward, 
NAEA managing director. 


“It’s only natural that immediately following the vote 
supply fell but our figures show that the lead up to the 
vote wasn’t all doom and gloom, which should be a 
good indication of the months to come,” he explained. 

“We remain upbeat and need others in the industry 
to do so as well. 

“The new Housing Minister confirming his 
commitment to building £1 million new homes will be 
encouraging for many buyers, especially those looking 
to buy their first home. Hopefully we should soon see 
housing market confidence bouncing back to the 
levels seen pre-Brexit,” he added. 
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Barn conversion 
in an exclusive 
courtyard 
complex 

CODSALL 

£379,950 «< 


An exquisite barn 
conversion, 4 Wrottesley 
Court, Holyhead Road, 
Codsall, Wolverhampton, lies 
in an exclusive small Grade II 
listed courtyard complex in a 
lovely secluded setting. 

It is for sale through Bartrams 
at £379,950. 

Steeped in rustic character 
whilst presented and 
appointed with very stylish 
contemporary specification, 
it has a cloakroom off the hall 
hall, a large L-shaped living 
room, an elegant conservatory, 
a luxurious 20ft kitchen, four 
bedrooms, all with fitted 
furniture, (one equipped 
as office/study), a lavishly 
appointed en-suite shower 
room and principal bathroom, 
gas-fired central heating, 
double glazing, a garage and 
forecourt parking facilities and 
a prettily landscaped garden. 



A traditional and 
extended family house 


ALBRIGHTON 

£ 210,000 


22 Delaware Avenue, Albrighton, Wolverhampton, 
is an extended three-bedroomed traditional 
house. 

It is for sale through DB Roberts & Partners at 
£210,000. With a block paved driveway to the front, 
the accommodation briefly comprises a double 
glazed porch, entrance hallway, two reception 
rooms, an extended dining kitchen with wood-effect 
units and contrasting cream working surfaces. 

There is a downstairs shower room, three good 
sized bedrooms, bathroom with a white suite, a side 
garage, gas central heating, double glazing, an 
attractive rear garden and a driveway to the front. 


For further information 
contact Bartlams on 01902 
759888 or visit www. 
bartlams.co.uk 


For further information contact DB Roberts & 
Partners on 01952 461999 or visit www.dbroberts. 
co.uk 


connells.co.uk 

Connells 

WEST BROMWICH 


All Saints Way 

West Bromwich £77,000 



A two bedroom modern style semi detached property briefly comprising 
of lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom, front and rear gardens and rear 
parking as well as no upward chain. EPC Rating E. 


Mason Street 

West Bromwich £95,000 



A traditional style three bedroom mid terraced property on the outskirts 
of West Bromwich town centre. This property benefits from two 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroon and offers no 


Dawes Avenue 

West Bromwich £105,000 



A two bedroom end-terrace property briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, lounge, kitchen and an upstairs family bathroom, The property 
also benefits from gas central heating double glazing, off road parking 
anc^arclen^^h^ran^ncUeaj^P^^atinc^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Hampshire Road 

West Bromwich £175,000 



This three bedroom semi detached boasts most of its character through 
its setting, spacious lounge, kitchen/diner, guest WC, family bathroom 
and off road parking. This property also offers NO UPWARD CHAIN. 


Crockford Road 

West Bromwich £105,000 


Bridle Grove 

West Bromwich £230,000 


Australia Park, Tun¬ 
nel Road £POA 


Hampshire Road 

West Bromwich £190,000 



A 3 bedroom traditional style semi detached property briefly comprising of a porch, 
entrance hallway, lounge, dining room, kitchen, downstairs bathroom. The property also 
benefits from gas central heating, double glazing, (where specified), gardens to the front and 
reaj^n^eayarag^fi^rogert^^ein^ol^witl^^PVVAR^HAI^P^atin^ 



A 3 bedroom detached property, entrance hallway, downstairs 
cloakroom, lounge, kitchen, utility, upstairs family bathroom, master 
bedroom with en suite, central heating, double glazing (where specified) 
fron^n^eaj^ardens^fRoa^arkin^n^amg^^P^^ARN^^^^ 



• PHASE 2 AUSTRALIA PARK - 3 PLOTS NOW RELEASED 

• A SELECTION OF 2 & 3 BEDROOM BUNGALOWS & HOUSES 

• PHASE 1 COMPLETELY SOLD OUT! 

• DON’T MISS OUT - CALL CONNELLS TODAY!! 



A remarkable three bedroom detached property comprising of a 
spacious lounge, kitchen/ diner, guest WC, three double bedrooms, 
family bathroom and off road parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating 
TBC 
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BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 
^0 aSDLBigwood 


Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 



1 WEEK TO GO 
DON’T MISS THE 
DEADLINE! 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

0121 233 5046 

Black Country & The North 

07830 375 823 



Lots of space in four bedroomed home in quiet spot 


This modern four-bedroomed 
detached house in Bhullar Way, 
Oldbury, lies in a lovely, quiet 
location and has 1,380 square 
metres of living space. 

Having a one-year Morris Homes 
guarantee and being one of the 
largest homes on a sought-after 
development, it is for sale through 
Love Your Postcode at offers in 
excess of £264,950. 


OLDBURY 

£ 264,950 


An imposing double-fronted 
designed family residence, it has 
a front porch, an entrance hallway, 
downstairs WC, a dining room, a 
spacious lounge with patio doors 
leading to the garden, and fully 
fitted kitchen/breakfast area, with 


further patio doors. There are 
four bedrooms, each which have 
wardrobes, with an en-suite to the 
master bedroom as well as a part 
tiled bathroom. 

Contact Love Your Postcode 
on 0800 862 0871 or visit www. 
loveyourpostcode.com 

This property also has garage, off 
road parking, gas central heating 
and double glazing. 



The Kendale 


Computer generated image, details may vary. 


Available at £249,950, 
this beautiful four-bedroom 
property is the last of our 
popular Kendale design 
at Keepers Cross. 

Inside, you’ll find a contemporary 
kitchen diner, an integral garage 
and a luxurious master suite, 
complete with fitted wardrobes. 

The Kendale also offers a well-connected 
setting that’s perfect for enjoying the 
very best of Black Country life. 


KEEPERS JH'CROSS 

Palmerston Drive, Tividale, Oldbury B69 3NA 


Keepers Cross is open 11am to 5pm, seven days a week! Visit today, 
call 01384 505 894 or email keeperscross@cameronhomes.co.uk 

to discover the superb packages available to make your move easier. 


cameronhomes.co.uk 


A final chance to secure 
this desirable family home. 


CAMERON 
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Four-bed three-storey town house is simply superb 


This well presented four- 
bedroomed three storey end town 
house in Bloomfield Road, Tipton, 
is an immaculately presented 
offering. 

It is for sale through Goodchilds at 
£199,950. 

The property briefly compromises 
of uPVC double glazing and gas 
central heating, a lounge, a fitted 


TIPTON 

£ 199,950 


kitchen, a downstairs WC, an en- 
suite to master bedroom, a family 
bathroom, garage and a drive-way. 

In more detail the entrance hall 
has under-stairs storage, the lounge 
has French doors opening to the 


rear and the kitchen has a range of 
fitted wall and base units and with 
worktops over, an integrated gas 
hob and electric oven, stainless 
steel sink and drainer, plumbing 
for domestic appliances, central 
heating radiator and a boiler. 

For further information contact 
Goodchilds on 0121 5067670 or 
visit the agent’s website at www. 
goodchilds-uk.com 


Forth S Cottons 


CMARTKMO IURVIYOM 


Tuesday 6th September 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
> by Auction? 

Call for your 

" No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 




A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 

0121 4299986 


oulsnam 



Thimblemill Road, Bearwood 


Traditional Mid Terrace 
Two Double Bedrooms 


* Ground Floor WC 

* Plus Upstairs Bathroom 


Regulated By 


Two Reception Rooms • EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


i* 


‘Me 




Wilmington Road, Quinton 


» Traditional Semi Detacahed • Two Reception Rooms 

» Comprehensively Refurbished (2016) • Modern, Open Plan Kitchen 

i Three Bedrooms • EP Rating F 

Offers in the region opf £249,950 


Upper Meadow Road, Quinton 


• Charming Semi Detached Property • Useful Utility Space 

• Most Desirable Location • Delightful Gardens 

• Two Double Bedrooms Plus Nursery/Study • EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £154,950 


Cemetery Road, Smethwick 


»Well Presnted Terrace 
»Three Bedrooms 


» Modern Kitchen 
• Ideal First Purchase 


» Two Reception Rooms • EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


Ombudsman 

NAJEA 




www.oulsnam.net 
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Bloomfield Road,Tipton 



Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 

16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 


Church Hill,Wednesbury 


• • •Goodchilds*** 

• End Terraced 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Double Glazed 

• Gas Central Heating 




J 



it 


r 


Neptune Street,Tipton 



King Street,Wednesbury 

• **Goodchilds** 

• Terraced 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs W.C 

• Kitchen/Diner 


s Offers in the Region Of £145,000 




S' 


Corporation Street,Wednesbury 


"N 


r 


Stanbury Avenue,Wednesbury 


"N 



Offers in the Region Of £135,000 


Offers in the Region Of £129,950 



Vicarage Road,Wednesbury 

• **Goodchilds** 

• Three Bedroom 

• Terraced 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen 

• Rear Garden 


^Offers in the Region Of £115,000 j 



Queen Street,Wednesbury 


Offers in Excess of £90,000 


"N 



r 
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Blenheim Drive,Wednesbury 


A 




• ••Goodchilds** 

• Upper Floor Flat 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Double Glazed 

• Allocated Parking 


■ 


£85,000 




/T 


Bonneville Close,Tipton 




r 


Mytton Grove,Tipton 




• UPPER FLOOR FLAT 

• GREAT ASPECT 

• ENTRANCE HALLWAY 

• SPACIOUS LOUNGE 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• FITTED BATHROOM 

• CENTRAL HEATING 


£79,950 



• UPPER FLOOR FLAT 

• WELL PRESENTED 

• ONE BEDROOM 

• SHOWER ROOM 

• RECEPTION HALL 

• LOUNGE 

• FITTED KITCHEN 

• ALLOCATED PARKING 




CHALLENGE GOODCHILDS TO SELL 
YOUR PROPERTY IN 30 0AYSOR LESS. 

IF WE DON T WE WILL GIVE YOU 

£500 OFF OUR SALES FEE 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 

> Lichfield 

> Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


■ Stoke-on-Trent 

* Sutton Coldfield 

* Tamworth 

* Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


J 
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Broadwaters Road.Wednesbury 

• • •Goodchilds** 

• Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen 

• Garage 

• Family Bathroom 

• Off Road Parking 


Corporation Street,Wednesbury 


Monthly Rental Of £650 


NEW LANDLORDS! 


Free gas certificate and EPC for all 
new landlords that instruct Goodchilds 
before the end of September. 


• No up front charges 

• No set up fees 


THEil@i*TIMES 


Terms & Conditions Apply 


Wednesbury 
0121 5067670 

16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 






Hurstcroft Road,Birmingham 

• Hallway 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• DHSS Accepted 


V Monthly Rental Of £425 j 





Westbourne Court,Darlaston 


• Double Glazing 

• Electric storage heating 

• Ground Floor 

• Secured Entrance 

• Close To Darlaston Centre 

• HALF PRICE FEES APPLY 


y Monthly Rental Of £395 y 



Wiley Road South.Wednesbury 


• One Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build Ground Floor 

• Communal Entrance 

• Hallway 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Fitted Bathroom with Shower 


y Monthly Rental Of £395 _, 



Talbot House, 


• One Bedroom upper Floor Flat 

• Electric Heating 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• One Months Deposit 

• 50% Off Process Fees 

• DHSS Accepted 


y Monthly Rental Of £300 j 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 


• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 


E3 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 

















































































































Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 


S KITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 



Tipton 


ript 

Edward Fisher Drive 

•Three bedrooms •Fitted kitchen 

•Gas CH •Modern bathroom 

• □/Glazed •Rear garden 

• Dining room •Available immediately 


Wednesbury 

Blenheim Drive 
•Two bed •Fully fitted open plan 

• First floor apartment kitchen 

•Qne reception room *Off road parking 

• Double glazed •Available mid August. 



Wednesbury 

Crankhall Lane 

•Three bedroom semi •Breakfast kitchen 

•Central heating and •Cloakroom with WC 

double glazed windows •Veranda/sun room 
•Lounge •Bathroom with shower 


a.: J-l l 

Tipton 

Jonah Drive 


•Ground floor flat 

• Lounge with bay 
window 

• Breakfast kitchen 


I 




• Bathroom with 
shower 

•One double bedroom 
•Allocated parking. 



Tipton 

Ferguson Drive 


• One bed first floor 
apartment 

•Lounge 

• Fully fitted kitchen 


•Storage heaters 
• Bathroom 
•Allocated parking 
•Available immediately 



Kingswinford 

Glynne Avenue 


• Recently redecorated •Two double bedrooms 

•Three bed semi •Bathroom with 

• Fully fitted kitchen shower 

• Double glazed •Rear garden 


£700pi 


ii _ *■ uzaa 

UZ33I 


TENANTS! 

Cl 


j \ 


T7 

1 OUR APPLICATION FEES 

1 ARE ONLY 

« - *■ 

£ 180 *! 

Willenhall 


Wolverhampton 


Dudley 

| FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 

Somerset Road 


Shaylor Grove 


Inhedge Street 

il APPLICANT 

•Three bedrooms 


•Two bed semi 


•One bed GF apartment 


•Hall 


•Quiet cul-de-sac location 


•Gas central heating 

INCLUDES: 

•Lounge 


•Fully fitted kitchen 


• Double glazed 

- Credit Checks - 

•Dining area 


•Bathroom with bath and 


• Family bathroom 

Inventory - First Lease 

•Fitted kitchen 


shower 


• Fitted kitchen with cooker 

§ A SECURITY DEPOSIT 

•Easily maintained landscaped 


•G/central heating 


•Communal garden area 

1 EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 

£550pcm 


£495pcm 


£395pcm 




Homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option 2) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788 188 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 


rightmove 


(*)nTheMarket< 


Find us on 

Facebook 


The wait is over 


Opening this weekend 


Join us this weekend, Saturday 6th August and Sunday 7th August, 
for the opening of our stunning 2 bedroom show-apartment. See for 
yourself the unmissable extras currently available: 

• Amazing Furniture Pack* 

• Carpets* 

• Gift Bundle - worth up to £1,000 for first 5 reservations* 

Not to mention an impressive specification fitted as standard. 


All from £91,996“ through Help to Buy 

(full purchase price £114,995). 


Park View 

off Claypit Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


Photograph of a typical showhome interior. CGI is of the apartment block at Park View. Elevations and finishes may vary. Available on selected plots reserved before 31st August 2016. Terms and conditions apply. **Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions, t Calls cost 2p per minute plus 
your phone company's access charge. 


UJOUJT kohAt, V\0(AJT locAioh 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
call: 0845 652 2471 t or 07773 067 988 
email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


ft 


Help 


to Buy 


[Skier 


vwwv.kierliving.co.uk 






























































































pauldubberley 


vwsov.pauldubberley^o TuI 


Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 


Bilston 

01902 505974 


Prospect Street 


■ Brookfield Way 


Tipton 

1 

H Tipton 




Bilston Road 
Tipton 





VMllil 


• Superb Location 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 2 Bedrooms, epc D 

OFFERS AROUND: n 7 r nf\n 

Viewing: 3L/Q,UUU 


• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• good location 

• 2 Bedrooms, epc E 

£115,000 


• Spacious Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Geating 

• No Upward Chain • Good Location 

• viewing recommended 

• Lounge • Sitting Room 

Viewing 


• Enclosed Side Driveway (garage potential STP) • 
Rear Garden, 

OFFERS AROUND: £119,950 


• Modern Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Solar Panels • Garage Conversion 

• 2 Car Driveway • EPC D 

• Lounge 

Viewing 


• Conservatory 

• Fitted Kitchen • Utility Room • Guest Cloakroom 

• 3 upstairs bedrooms • Guest Room / Bedroom 4 •, 


OFFERS AROUND: £174,950 



• Modern Middle Terrace 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Quiet Cul De Sac Location 

• ideal first time purchase or buy to let 

• Lounge 

Viewing 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms • Bathroom 

• Driveway To Front • Rear Garden, 

OFFERS AROUND: £97,500 




• Purpose Built Ground Floor Flat 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Accommodation 

• 1 Bedroom, 

OFFERS AROUND: pf-7 AAft 

Viewing: Z.O / , UUU 


• Modern Detached 

• Spacious Family Accommodation 

• Gas Central Heating • No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms • en suite, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: OH “7H 

Viewing: Z.1 / 1 ,UUU 


• Large Modern Semi Detached 

• Spacious Family Accommodation 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 6 Bedrooms, EPC C 

Viewing: AROUND: £249,950 



• Modern 3 Storey End Town House 

• Spacious family Accommodation 

• upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 4 Bedrooms • en suite, 

Viewing: around £164,950 



• Extended End Terrace Residence 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Lounge & Dining Room 

• , Kitchen 

Viewing: around £125,000 



• Detached Residence Offering Further Scope For 
Improvement 

• Four Bedrooms (including ground floor bedroom) 

• Family Bathroom & Ground Floor Shower Room 

Viewing: AROUND: £ 2 Q9,950 


CHALLENGE US TO SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY IN JUST 6 WEEKS 



BEE WINNING 
RESULTS! 


See variation to standard 
agency terms and conditions. 



Wordsworth Street 
West Bromwich 





C 




• End Terrace 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Entrance Porch, Through Hallway 

• , Extended Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£110,000 



• Mid Terrace 


• 3 Bedrooms 

• Lounge, Dining room 

• , Kitchen 

Viewing: AROUND £125,000 



• Spacious Modern End Terrace Residence 

• Four Bedrooms, Two En-suites 

• Lounge, Dining Room & Study 

• EPC Rating C, Modern Kitchen & Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 7 r nnf\ 

Viewing: LI / D,UUU 



• Modern 1st Floor Apartment 
•100% Ownership 

• Double Glazing (throughout) 

• Energy Rating D, Reception Hall 

Viewing: AROUND: £7Q,QQQ 



• Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• , Kitchen & Bathroom 

Viewing: AROUND £125,000 



• Modern Style Detached Residence 

• Three Bedrooms & Family Bathroom 

• Contemporary Style Kitchen 

• EPC Rating - D, Through Lounge Incorporating 

Viewing: AROUND £170,000 


Westbourne Road ^ 

Wednesbury 

H 

r 

r-' 


• Upper Floor Maisonette 

• One Double Bedroom 

• Lounge & Kitchen 

• , Bathroom With White Suite 

OFFERS AROUND: prp Artrt 

Viewing: 3LOO,UUU 



• Detached Family Residence 

• Four Bedrooms (one ground floor) 

• Family Bathroom & Separate Shower Room 

• EPC Rating E, Lounge, Dining Room & Modern 

OFFERS AROUND: PH Art AAA 

Viewing: Li C^U,UUU 


Seagar Street 
West Bromwich 


• 2 Bedroom semi detached 

• Cul-De-Sac location 

• Master with en suite 

• , Guest Cloaks, Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£136,500 


Grange Road 
West Bromwich 



• 3 Bedrooms 

• Sitting Room, Lounge 

• , Kitchen / Diner 

OFFERS AROUND: 


£149,500 


Church Lane Mason Street ^ 

West Bromwich West Bromwich 



• Extended & Much Improved Semi 

• 3 Double Bedrooms 

• Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• Enclosed Garden with Summerhouse, Entrance 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£175,000 



• Mid Terrace 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Lounge, Dining Room 

• , Kitchen 

Viewing: around £104,995 



• Extended Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 

• , Garage to Rear 

Viewing: AROUND: £-| 33,9QQ 



• 4 Bedroom Detached 

• Porch, Hallway 

• Dining Room, Lounge 

• , Breakfast Kitchen 

Viewing: around £345,000 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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Established 1975 
Over 40 years building a 
reputation based on trust, 
quality and expertise 


I 

rl- — 


r 




•I — 
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21 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Three bedrooms 
•Bathroom 

•Two Reception Rooms 
•Extended Kitchen 
•Detached Garage at Rear 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £249,950 



) GRAVITY MEWS, OLDBURY 


•Modern first floor property 
•Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 
•Shower Room 
•DOUBLE BEDROOM 
•Off-Street Parking 
•ENERGY RATING : B 

OFFERS BASED ON £79,950 


I ft 

l [G 8 ig! ! 

ji. 

& 



31 MILCOTE ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Three Bedrooms 
•Through Lounge 
.Kitchen/Breakfast Room & Lobby 
•Fully Tiled Bathroom 
with Individual Shower 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 



335 MOAT ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Four Bedrooms 

•Attic Room/Bedroom 5 

.1 st Floor Bathroom & Wet Room 

•Two Reception Rooms 

•Side Garage & Large Garden 

•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £228,000 






25 SHERWOOD ROAD, SMETHWICK 


.3 Bedrooms .Refitted Bathroom 
•Hall With Original Minton Tiles 
•Two Reception Rooms 
.Kitchen/Dining Room & Utility 
•Downstairs Cloakroom 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £210,000 



28 SWAN CRESCENT, OLDBURY 


•Four Bedrooms & Bathroom 
•Two Reception Rooms & Kitchen 
•Side Garage 
•Gardens To Front & Rear 
•Off-Street Parking 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 


DEREK SPIRES 



69 THE OVAL, SMETHWICK 


•Three Bedrooms & Shower Room 
•Spacious Lounge 
.Kitchen/Dining Room 
•Neatly Laid Out Garden 
•VIEWING ESSENTIAL 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £137,500 



74 CARLYLE ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Three Double Bedrooms 
•En-Suite Shower 
•Fully Tiled House Bathroom 
•Lounge & Dining Room 
.Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £325,000 



91 FOUNTAIN ROAD, EDGBASTON 


•Four Bedrooms .Bathroom 
•Self-Contained One-Bed Flat 
•Two Spacious Living Rooms 
•Dining Room and Kitchen 
•Off-street parking 
•ENERGY RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £350,000 





26 HEATHER ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Three Bedrooms 

•Fully Tiled Bathroom 

•Two Reception Rooms & Kitchen 

•Side Garage 

•Off-Street Parking 

•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £159,950 



16 MEADOW ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Two Bedrooms & Spacious Lounge 
•Bathroom & Individual Shower 
.Kitchen/Breakfast Room 
•Conservatory & Gardens 
•Off-Road Parking & Garage 
•ENERGY RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 





58 KATHERINE ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Two Double Bedrooms 

•Lounge & Sitting Room 

•Kitchen 

•Utility 

•Ideal FTBs 

•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £144,950 



71 SABELL ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Two Double Bedrooms 

•Two Reception Rooms 

•Kitchen 

•Bathroom 

•Garden to the Rear 

•ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £94,950 



33 MILTON COURT, BEARWOOD 


•Warden Controlled .Over 55s 

•Two Bedrooms 

•Shower 

•Lounge & Kitchen 
•Communal Gardens 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £67,500 



7 WYNN-GRIFFITH DRIVE, TIPTON 


•Modern semi-detached 
•Two bedrooms .Bathroom 
•Hall & Lounge 
.Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Off-street parking .IDEAL FTBS 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £117,950 


OnThe 


NAEA 

www.derekspiresandco.com 0121 420 4646 

t rightmove .. 
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Alarms 


Aeriels 


Carpets 


'u 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL 
WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
Home Alarm Installation * Upgrades Close Circuit TV 
* 30 Years Experience * Video Entry Systems 
* Burglar Alarm Repairs * Alarms Serviced From £30 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

wvrw.metro-alarms.co.uk 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 


Ornamental 

Ironwork 

I Gates, Railings, Stairways . 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www, holtorna mentalironwork.co. uk) 

m 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Decorating 


Cc our tone 

Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs * 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured / 1 ^ 

0121 4345679 07507070786 


rjWp Painting & 
igSgfP Decorating 

/ Property Maintenance 

■ / Painting & Decorating 
I - internal/external 

■ / All work undertaken 
✓ Well Established 

/ Free quotations 
/ Over 25 years 
experience 


Mick: 07896 054108 
Bart: 07825 568581 


J. J. Digital Aerials Mp [Ti 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite JJ 

WE GUARANTEE TO S< 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE MfE nn 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 I 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST HpId m0VP hi 



Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take xW Free Quetations and Measuring , 

away old carpets free of charge well bring ioo’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. -—I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 



HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 0121 556 7203 


Samantha Sofa 

,3+2 Fabric Sofas 

only 

F£500 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 

was £14.99 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 




Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 

FREEPHONE _ 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


• TIPTON 

• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• OLDBURY 

• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 


ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

0121 888 7116 



Garage Doors 


Double Glazing 


- Misty Units 

- Broken Locks 

- Door Repairs 

- Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 

S*W*««**M J 


Electricians 




L M S 

GARAGE DOOll 

All types of dotfjjsM 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repair:? 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


rhckRite 

local locksmith & Security Services 


Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

Y Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist 

Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance |— 

approved locks used- Bs3621 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 1 —— 


24 


NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 


Handyman 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


Plastering 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MDB Electrical 
Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 

| Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 5564600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered CompanyEPP31221 


HANE YMAN JAMES 


Garden Maintenance/External Painting and DIY 
Guttering and Soffit Cleaning 
Household Repairs/Internal Fixings and DIY 
Free Quotations / OAP Discounts 


07765 900554 

handymanjames28@gmail.com 



• T CJL. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


The Handy 
Qy 
J(?UMan 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


LOR SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


liMiHiiiliHitl 


Sureplast 

Plastering 

Services 

Fora 

competitive quote 
Please ring Mark 

07795472622 


ELITE 

FENCING 

We supply and lit FREE QUOTE 


01384238645 

07496036966 
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194-196 Springhill Hockley 
Birmingham B18 7BS 

najranfencing@gmail.com 

www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 


SUMMERt SpE EIflL r QljljERS) 


l 


SUMP 

mu 

ms 



13kg Butane 

£18 

I 19kg Propane 

/ZMZZsa £i 9 

,/a 47kg Propane 

^ £49 


Heavy Duty Lap Panels 
6X6 £ 13.95 
6X5 £ 13.85 
6X4 £ 12.00 
6X3 £ 10.00 
8ft Concrete Posts £8.50 


Feather Edge Garden Panels 
6X6 £ 18.90 
6X5 £ 17.90 
6X4 £ 16.50 
6X3 £ 14.80 
Gravel Boards £7.50 


Suppliers 
to trade 
& public 


• SLABS • F/E PANELS • GATES MADE IIKF^nn 

• FENCING * SAND & CEMENT TO MEASURE i 

• SHEDS • TIMBER • SAND AND '“WE 

• TURF • GAS BOTTLES CEMENT BEATEN! 


m (EMm17 NOW IN STOCK 

PO« 

made to measure dJJjU f 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! STOCKIST OF ENERGAS PRODUCTS 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 



WE SUPPLY AND FIT 
MIL TYPES OF FENCING 
& SLABBING 

www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com 
40-45 Park Lane, AAAA A __ AAA _ 

Oldbury B69 4LP 0800 955 3865 _ 




T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 




OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


S 0121-565 4533 



For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 



Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


Turn 


yourjungn 

Slabbing • Fencing • Decking 


le into a beautiful garden 

encing» 

Turfing • Jungle Clearance ~ HL) ge 

• Blockpaving • Tree Work on all tree 

• Garden Make-overs work 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

07875124306/0121 5020760 

Friendly, Reliable, Affordable Service 


TURF-SUPPUED & LAID 

• Fencing • Turfing 


• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 

• Hedges Trimmed 

• Trees Pruned 

• Gardens Cleared 


ESTIMATES 


07866 

623841 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance 
free gardens 

• Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

• Drives • Patios • Paths Building work 
undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at competitive prices 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07526 164576 




WORCESTER 


:redited installer 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


GARDEN 

FORCE 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

Affordable Breakdown Cover from just £9.99 per month 
Annual Boiler Service C :■ Boiler Repairs <ffe> Heating Controls 
L ) Hot & Cold Piping Gas Supply Ripe W Electrics 
i ) Toilet & Taps L) Unlimited Call Outs 
: '> Internal & External Drains ■ Gas Supply Ripe 
lO yr Boiler Replacement ^ Parts & Labour 
Water Supply pipe 

Call us now for the following services 

• Boiler Services • Bathroom Installations 

• Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

• Full Central Heating Systems • Gas Appliance Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions • All Domestic Plumbing Work 

- LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 
NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am - 6pm Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 860856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk | www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


I«bs£> I 


'WORCESTER 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 *§i 


OUSEHOLD- 

. U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl a All installations and repairs est^ 
'SB* 1 * Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V— www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Property Maintenance 



IJL 


All AREAS j e |. A|2i 
COVERED 531 6295 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
^on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

m 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF CM CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


B 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Checka ade.co _ 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 















































































































Skip Hire 


Roofing 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofingukioutlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate S. Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 




A1 Little Job Man © 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) BBT 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 
•All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 



EliliTE 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


fOI 21) 520 3388 
OT721 387990 



CERAMIC 


WALL & 


Miller 


In Conjunction With 
Wednesbury Kitchens 
& Bathrooms 

Very Reliable 


(SGB33 


number 


Window Specialists 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



To 

advertise 

your 

business - 

Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 * 



YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


0906 500 3955 



B3SH 


Single Women 



LORNA 34, sensual, shapely 
brunette WLTM tall friendly guy 
for romantic no strings fun. Ask 
no questions, I’ll tell no liesl Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423241 f§ 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
CAROL 37 attractive slim 
blonde, curves in all the right 
places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420757 
LORRAINE, attractive solvent 
brunette, 34yrs, own house/car 
wltm gent any age, looks 
unimportant but must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 422415 

CATHY attractive 35yr singleton, 
varied interests, looking for 
trustworthy male for 

companionship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423231 (I 

JESS, pretty blonde lady. 29yrs, 
feminine and caring. Loves older 
mature men who are worldly 
wise. Looks unimportant must 
have GSOH. Text Only Box: 
4000683 

SARAH 39, blonde hair, 
blue/green eyes, fun loving and 
romantic looking for new 
possibilities with well built, dark 
haired tactile male. Age 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423093 ® 
KATRIANA, professional sincere 
lady, 48yrs, loves to have a good 
time. Very sensual and loves 
men of all ages. Please text me 
for a chat. Text Only Box 
4148978 

VERY attractive blonde lady, own 
house in lovely village, loves 
travel, entertaining, exercise, 
would like to meet tall attractive 
solvent male. Text only 
Mailbox: 5430085 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

CAROLINE, slim attractive 40's 
fit female, OHAC, divorced and 
ready to be romanced again, 
seeks similar minded male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423301 f§ 

KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. Aca. Tel: 
0906 515 3007 Box 421657 
JEAN, 56, shy brunette with lots 
of love to give to the right man 
seeks mature male to share 
relaxed relationship with. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423305 ft 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

BLACK, attractive cultured lady 
seeks white gentleman, age 40- 
60 for friendship first perhaps 
LTR later. Text only Mailbox: 
5511784 

KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3043 Box 422363 
KATHERINE, 45, romantic, slim, 
feminine, loves to live life to the 
full, seeks adventurous outgoing 
male to appreciate and share 
intimate times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423261 ® 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 


BROWN eyed brummie female 

65 smoker likes music, cinema, 
theatre, meals out, WLTM male 

66 - 73 for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5501142 
MATURE female 63, large 
breasted, seeks assertive 
younger man 30-50 for adult fun. 
Must be discreet. Text only 
Mailbox: 5495834 

SINGLE tall blonde, 30yrs, bored 
of life's mundane routines 
looking for some discreet fun 
with likeminded man, any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423089 ® 
CAROL, 44, brunette with plenty 
of spare time on her hands seeks 
special mature male for fun times 
together. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:423057 | 

ALISON 28, feminine, outgoing, 
adventurous brunette who knows 
what she wants, seeks fit, fun 
loving man to sweep her off her 
feet. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:423061 ® 

SABINA, 35, outgoing attractive 
brunette, fit and carefree just 
looking for fun times without 
complications, maybe more later. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423003 ! 

EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423007 ! 

YOUNG, big boobed, single 
mum. Looking for a fun guy, but 
wants to be spoiled. Relationship 
ideally but happy with no strings 
fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5496828 

ATTRACTIVE "sMm 54yr old 

female looking for caring genuine 
male 50-58 yrs to wine and dine 
with, share nice times with, 
please get in touch. Text only 
Mailbox: 5395695 

TINA, 41, WLTM Muslim men, 
Indian Pakistani Kurdish or 
Turkish for daytime or evening 
fun, can accommodate, can 
travel, very discreet. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422927 
JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green 
eyes, cuddly build, likes going 
out, gym, reading, looking for an 
honest gentleman for 

friendship/possible relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422257 it 

MANDY 44, fun flirty blonde, 
petite size 6-8, gorgeous green 
eyes seeks special male for 
friendship and uncomplicated 
love. Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422863 i 

LOVELY Oriental lady in 
Carmarthenshire seeks older 
man 70+ to share company and 
special times and to be a partner. 
Text only Mailbox: 5506384 
RETIRED happy, caring, 
attractive female, likes 
gardening, travel, animals, 
comedy, seeks tall, funny, kind 
chap, Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411459 
LADY, 48, 5ft2, hazel eyes, 
brown hair, likes bowling, meals 
out, nights in, ice skating, looking 
for a toy boy, 30-42, who is fun 
and enjoys life to have a good 
time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422679 ® 

JEAN, 75, lives in West 
Midlands, likes gardening, bingo, 
dancing, travelling, generally 
nice things, WLTM local 
gentleman for company and 
friendship, hoping to hear from 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422571 

JANE, very attractive blonde, 
own house in lovely village, car 
etc, loves travel to sunny places, 
entertaining, exercise WLTM 
male with similar interests. Text 
only Mailbox: 5430085 
ATTRACTIVE energetic mature 
lady, looking for well-travelled, 
solvent companion for holidays, 
dining out and days away. Text 
only Mailbox: 5502846 


ANNE, 40, pretty professional 
fun female with great curves, 
looking for fun and romance with 
down to earth male looking for 
similar. Any age/status. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422711 | 

FEMALE 38, large breasted, 
seeks Indian/Pakistani/Kurdish 
male for daytime fun. Can 
Travel/accom. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417233 
ALISON, lonely shy blue eyed 
blonde, 46, just wanting to be 
loved, looking for caring man to 
pamper in return for mutual TLC. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422859 ® 

BARBARA, 44, friendly and 
outgoing but lonely, seeking 
similar lonely male to pamper, 
enjoy fun times and affection 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422839 ® 

MAUREEN, 38, pretty brunette, 
new to the area and very lonely, 
looking to meet someone 
understanding for convenient 
friendship, 30-60yrs. Can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422815| 

FEMALE, 33, blue eyes, long 
blonde hair, pretty, slim, looking 
for Asian man to have some 
discreet no strings fun with. Text 
only Mailbox: 5495296 
GILL 61, slim dark eyed blonde 
seeks tall carefree male who is 
looking for someone special for 
fun times with no complications. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422843 | 

CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 
brunette, loves horses, 
country/beach walks, cosy nights 
infront of fire, good wine/food, 
WLTM similar male who 
appreciates my interests. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422009 | 

SINGLE 40s, seeks Indian 
Pakistani Kurdish males, for no 
strings, day or evening fun, I am 
discreet, I can travel and I can 
accommodate. Midlands/Stoke 
on Trent. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422921 ® 


Single Men 



TALL attractive male, 56, looking 
to meet a mature woman, size 18 
plus, any age, for close fun 
times. Text only Mailbox: 
5410860 

PROFESSIONAL male, 56, 
young looking, slim, fit, N/S, 
seeks younger female for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 310626 
ROBERT 5’0's, N/S, slim, 

easygoing, GSOH, seeks 
attractive female for discreet 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 358600 
ATTRACTIVE male, 58, N/S, lit, 

missing pleasant female 
company, seeks open-minded, 
slim, attractive female for 
discreet liaisons. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 384406 
SHAUN, short black hair, mixed 
race, 5ft7, average build, looking 
for a lady, looks not important but 
a great personality is a must! 
Hanley area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423107 ® 

JIMBO, friendly fun loving chap, 
42yrs, own building company. 
Divorced, no kids. Wants a kind 
caring lady to spoil, any age, 
single mums welcome. Text 
Only Box: 4036422 
MALE, 41, shaved hair, dark 
brown eyes, athletic build, open 
minded, up for NSA fun with a 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 423349 ® 

WIDOWER, 73, near Coventry, 
healthy and very active, seeks 
female, 58-68, for 

companionship, days out, 
theatre, and regular short trips to 
property in Marbaia. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 423339 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


MIKE 49, slim, young looks, 
seeks female, 35-50 for 
friendship and going out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 356651 
GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes 
countryside, keep fit, karaoke, 
seeks soul mate for fun times. N 
Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408411 
TALL male 56, seeks close adult 
fun with open-minded woman, 

40 to 75, any status or size. Text 
only Mailbox: 5410860 

52 yr old male, average build, fit. 
lonely, seeks a lady for fun times, 
LTR, soul mate, or discreet 
dates, can travel. Text only 
Mailbox: 5418572 

41 YR old male WLTM local lady 
for no strings fun and meets. 
Honest, kind, gentlemanly, cant 
accommodate. Coventry. Text 
only Mailbox: 5498485 
MALE, 49, 5ft10, brown hair, 
brown eyes, average looks, 
GSOH, OHAC, honest, romantic, 
animal lover, likes country pubs, 
walks along the canal and 
countryside, looking for 
somebody who is down to earth 
and fun loving. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396440 ® 
STAFFORDSHIRE man, 40, 
loves sport, music, dancing, 
politics, looking for friendship, 
possibly relationship, any 
age/race/looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422955 

MALE 46, brown hair/eyes, 
average looks/build, loving, 
caring, understanding, seeks 
female to share good times with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410845 

SHAUN, 49, brown hair, brown 
eyes, average looks, 16 and a 
half stone, good sense of 
humour, animal lover with loads 
of love and security to give to the 
right person. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418783 
TALL, attractive male, 62, 
GSOH, enjoys the normal things 
in life, going out to staying in, 
holidays etc, seeks lovely active 
petite/slimmish lady, 62-72, for 
an nice relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422931 
MEDIUM build male, single, 
enjoys days out, country pubs 
and keep fit, looking for a soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:423189 ® 
ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old 
male, dark hair, slim, likes music, 
cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 417235 ® 

MATURE, passionate male, 30s 
WLTM a lady, grab the chance 
while I am single! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 423195 ® 
JOE, semi retired, young looking 
and acting, slim and fit, 5ft8, 
considered good company, 
looking for daytime meets. Let’s 
see if we click. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422803 ® 
MATURE male seeking fun 
times, Coventry area. Text only 
Mailbox: 4830151 
CARING male, 45, kind, loving, 
animal lover, seeks female with 
similar qualities. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 394149 
EDDIE, young looking 54, 
painter and decorator by trade, 
likes going out and having a 
good time, sport and all kinds of 
music, looking for a LTR with a 
caring, honest, trustworthy 
person, as I am. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 423113 ® 

47 year old guy, seeks female, 
30-42, in the Leamington 
Spa/Rugby area, for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423105 

IRISH widower, 65, 5ft9, GSOH, 
WLTM a lady for friendship in the 
North Birmingham area. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

423071 | 

IRISH male, 60s^ 5ft9, 

independent, n/s, wishes to meet 
a lady in the Birmingham area. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420859 

DAVE, 54, 5ftTo, medium build, 

easy going, happy, looking for an 
attractive, loving and caring 
female, 45-65, for friendship and 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 423073 ® 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 01/08/16 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



Index 


Family 

Leisure Time 

Home & Services 

Pets & Animals 

Business & Farming 

Property 

Jobs 

Motoring 

Local Information 

Personals 



For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place a paid for advert 


(£) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Jt In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

Caravans 35x12 DG & CH from 
£15,000. 11 month holiday season. 
01584823433. www.bcpark.co.uk 
BESSACARR E720 2.8 diesel 53 
plate, 20,000 miles, 2 berth, seper- 
ate shower, under 3.5ton, many 
extras, £17,500. 01922 415545. 
RENAULT TRAFFIC Auto sleeper, 4 
berth camper, MoT Jan 17, good 
runner. £2,000 ovno. For details 
ring 07767 277214. 

SWIFT 4 BERTH touring caravan 
17ft, 2012, excellent condition, 
motor mover and many extras, 
hardly used £9,000. 01543 523294. 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 



1 



Family 


DOUBLE BREASTED SUITS (x2) 

Paul Gambini.1 blk,1 navy,40 chest 
38 waist, 2972 leg. New condition, 
Bargain £50 each. 01543 468844. 
MENS BARKER SHOES, 2 pairs. 
1 grey, 1 burgundy, size 9. 
Nearly new. Bargain £20 each. 
01543 468844. 

MENS EVENING SUITS (2). 

1 mohair, chest 40”, waist 38”, leg 
2972”. Both new condition, £40 
each. 01543 468844. 


© 



MOBILITY SCOOTER, 8MPH 

As new, only used a couple of 
times, top of the range, immac¬ 
ulate condition, can deliver, 
cost £2,595. 

Accept £895. 

07493 645993. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

|-\ 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



PENINE FIESTA 

4-berth folding camper, 2005, 
excellent condition, full awning, 
integral fridge, stove and sink. 

£2,600 ono. 

01543 278472. 



CAR BOOT SALES! 




WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 


Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



ANTIQUE/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun Aug 7th 
(also Bromsgrove every Fri) "EST 
1979, Waverley. Next Book Fair 
Sunday 21st Aug. Home made 
refreshments available (all 
venues). 0121 550 4123. 


markets 

\_ 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 1 


table top sale 

V ___ 


HILL TOP METHODIST 
CHURCH 

New Street, Hill Top 
West Bromwich 
B70 0HW 

TABLE TOP SALE 


Saturday, August 13. 

9am to 1pm 
£5 per table 
To book ring Ann 
0121 556 4726 or 
07896163130. 


A 


3 

Home & 
Services 



GAS COOKER Canon, white, glass 
drop down lid, excellent condition 
£45. 01889 574079. 


— ★— Gas and 

ONE WEEK ONLY EleCtHC 

Eft I Cookers, Fires, 
1 Autos, Tumble 
discounts dryers, Fridge 
Freezers 

CHURCH ST., BILSTON, 
OPP TOWN HALL. 

PAST & PRESENT 
DOMESTIC 

CALL 01902 403770 



AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


GARDEN FOUNTAIN, Three-tier, 
six foot high. Good condition. 
Signed ana dated £350. o.n.o. 
Telephone 01922 403879. 
GARDEN FURNITURE metal, 4 
chairs, table and umbrella, as new, 
£50.01922 683006. 



ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 











OtN«4 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


A 

alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 

V___ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 

I building services^ 

~A DAMP 
M PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, Damg^ 
Problems, Plastering etc. iBk 

FREE QUOTES 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
07538 118034 or 01902 752161 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


blinds 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 

"50& 

MEASURING 5c FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


carpentry & 
^_ joinery 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, windows, staircases, 
refurbs. 07903 234137. 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


Classified ds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


IT WORKS 


Li 

“I am really 
pleased 
with the 
response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising!” 

Paul Westwood 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


carpet fitters 


___3 suppll_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

Q uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


fencing 


PORTW fi4 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, ffaQ 


0121 531 5250 

Mon -Fri 8am -4..' 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W 



gardening 

services 


FREE UP SPACE 

GARAGES AND 
SHEDS CLEARED 
Call: 07956 391885 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 



HILLARYS 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 

*Ts & Cs apply 


[ gas fitting ~^j 

GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 
services 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



IT WORKS 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


LOCK AND CARPENTRY plumb¬ 
ing, plastering, slabbing and roofing 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


c 


painters 

decorators 


rj 


DECORATOR 

g ALL domestic work 
undertaken 

Reliable & Affordable 
Special rates for OAPs 

No job too SMALL 

Call 

07957 346 059 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Free quotes / OAP 
discount. 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
SERVICES.For All Your Home and 
Garden Improvements. Over 30 
Years Experience. Call Mark or 
Sara on 07741 770897. 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


KT REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


MR BEE 
REMOVALS 

FROM £20 P/H 

MEN WITH VANS FOR REMOVALS. 
SINGLE ITEMS, HOUSES, FLATS, 
OFFICES & CLEARANCE. 

(FULLY INSURED) 
07583 91 46 39 
07776 911 411 

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 
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ClassifiedAds 


IY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 


IT WORKS 




Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 



Champion 
Skip Hire 

West Birmingham and 
Black Country Skip Hire 

Call us today on 
0121 291 2096 

Cheap as skips 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01215053558/ 07 l 936882552 



Pets & 
lA nimals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


JESSICA is a black and white 
friendly rescue kitten, in need of a 
home. 0121 502 5027. Wednes- 
bury Sanctuary. 


KOI ,10-12 inch. 

£25 or 2 for £40. 

Call Steve on 07857 893607. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



THIS SPACE 

yoVrI 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 


01902 319191. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

BLOXWICH Bedsit in secure build¬ 
ing, own kitchen / bathroom, 
£265pcm plus bills. Deposit / refer¬ 
ence required. No DSS / pets. Age 
restriction applies. 07502 106629. 

HEDNESFORD SPACIOUS 3 

bedroom semi detached house, 
GCH, off road parking, suit N/S 
family, refs plus dep req. 07940 
497266 or 01785 822376. 

ROOMS & STUDIOS from £65pw 
inc most bills, no deposit, available 
immediately! 07884 185580. 

STUDIO FLAT S’well hospital, fully 
turn D/p, 24hr hot water, shower, 
wifi, TV Lie, all inc. 07828 504083. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


(every TIME!] 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


• FAMILY BUSINESS 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


• COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 




www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 


PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0767 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 




Jobs 


CISRS PART 2 SCAFFOLDERS 

required, site work in Leamington 
Spa. Immediate start available. 
Telephone 07787 185268. 


Minibus, 7.5 tonne Cl & car & trailer 
01902 866510 / 07807 035066 


PRACTICE 

ADMINISTRATOR 

required for friendly dental 
practice in 
West Bromwich 
Applicants must have excellent 
clerical skills and a full clean 
driving licence. 

Duties will include maintaining 
personnel and practice 
documentations, generating 
reports and audits, 
bookkeeping and maintaining 
practice emails & websites. 
Dental experience preferable 
but not essential. Willling to be 
flexible for the right applicant. 

cv’- ? - 


pentwynpractice 

iager@outlook.c< 


manager^ 


com, 



TELFORD: 3-4 SEPTEMBER I Accredited ^ 

STOKE-ON-TRENT: 17-18 SEPTEMBER 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

. Introduction to Phlebotomy 

? TWO DAY COURSE - leading UK qualification 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


More info. rfAni^AAA 

or to book: WWW. .COm 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD - Research - Overseas 


full time - general 


PLANT MECHANIC 

- Busy internal plant hire department are looking to recruit a Plant 
Mechanic with some LCV working based in our Tipton workshops. 

- Responsibilities would include full plant maintenance to manufactures 
spec, proactive servicing in workshop and site based as required. 

- Trailer 6 weekly inspections / repairs 

- Electrical PAT Testing 

- The ideal applicant would have a good knowledge of diesel, hydraulic 
and electrical systems, Class 2 licence would be an advantage. Good 
communication skills and ability to work part of a team. 

- Immediate start for the right person. 

To apply please forward your CV to kevin.lvons@doocevgroup.co.uk 

Or send to M & A Doocey Plant Hire Limited, 

The Old Stables, Watery Lane, Tipton, DY4 8NA 


CLASS 1 DRIVERS In the Smeth¬ 
wick area. Contact 0121-565-2792 
during office hours. 

HGV CLASS 2 DRIVER general 
haulage. UK work, good rates. 
07973 493720 

7.5 TONNE DRIVER required 
full time / part time. Tipton area. 
Call 07961 116949. 


TOOL ROOM BENCH HANDS.Tool 

Room Bench Hands (improvers 
considered) required for the prepa¬ 
ration and assembly of Gauge, Jigs 
and Fixtures for the automotive 
trade. Please ring 

Summit Patternmaking Co Ltd 
Great Barr 

0121 3443943 or 07973 251736 
for further information 


ACCA TRAINEE POSITION for 

finance graduates or AAT’s avail¬ 
able at Chartered Certified 
Accountants. Full training support 
in small friendly office. Write with 
full CV to Michael Heaven & Asso¬ 
ciates, 48 Calthorpe Road, B15 
1TH 


EXPERIENCED 
HAIR STYLIST 

required for Red Ken 
appointed salon. 

Full time preferred but hours 
are negotiable. 

Newly refurbished salon 
Bearwood High Street. 

IMMEDIATE START 

Email details to: 

joyce@mcedgbaston.co.uk 

or call Christopher on 

07466 276511 


■ 
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Motoring 


FORD KA Edge, 3 dr hatchback, 60 
Regn, MoT, FSH, 1 lady owner. 
£3,950 ovno. 07812 522707. 
LANDROVER 110 County Station 
Wagon 2.5 TD. 1986. Number plate 
‘GAV’, short MoT, red. 12 seater, 
needs TLC. £1,800.0759 0309951. 



PEUGEOT 307CC 

2005,82,500 miles, maroon, air 
con, 12 months MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, pas, 
alloys, CD. Convertible. Good 
condition. 

£1,500 ono. 

07425 157522. 


TOYOTA AYGO 2009, 46,543 miles, 
blue, electric windows, fsh, long 

- - —. ... .p 


VOLVO C70 CONVERTIBLE, 2004, 
83,000 miles, burgundy, electric 


VW FOX 64,000, 56 reg, 12 months 
MoT, Immaculate condition, one 
owner. £1,595. 

07745 922328. 


VW GOLF PLUS FSi 

2007, auto, petrol, 5 door, 
hatchback, 78,000 miles, fsh, 
MoT Oct 2016, 2 owners from 
new, good condition. 

£2,950 ono. 

Telephone 07960 867190 
or 01785 254007. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN XSARA 1.4 petrol, MoT till 
January 2017, good runner, £325 
ono. 01922 446920. 

FORD FIESTA 02 reg, Zetec engine, 
5-speed, good runner, no MoT 
hence £195. 01922 492321. 

FORD FIESTA 1.4 2002 (New 

Shape). MoT December, 73,000 
miles, 5-dr, immaculate red, £875. 
07771 428793. 

FORD FOCUS 1.4, 2002, metallic 
blue, long MoT, FSH, only 75,000 
miles, £595. 07720 168265. 

HONDA JAZZ 53 reg., 5-dr hatch, 
petrol, 1339cc, 1.4, green, MoT Mar 
2017, good runner, only £1,150. 
PX welcome. 07956 134518. 

MAZDA MX5 2001, MoT November, 
good condition £1,100 ono. 01889 
574443 or 07719 846251. 

PEUGEOT 307 2002,102,000 Miles, 
Green, electric windows, air bag, 
alarm, MoT, Stereo, CDE300 ono 
07508488413 

RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE 

1.4 2003, 89k, green, AC, alarm, 
alloys, MoT Feb 2017, very good 
condition £795 ono 07932 52/147 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 5dr, 05, 
74k, MoT April 17, very good condi¬ 
tion inside/out, ideal for first time 
driver, £1,000 ono. 07462 774707. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.7 DTi, 
5 door, 71,500 miles, 53 plate, new 
MoT, good condition. £950 ono. 
0121 530 1704. 

VOLVO GLE 1984 reg, 1 owner, 
49,000 miles, spares or repair, 
offers. 0121 588 7044. 



Homer’s" 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 


07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



A BRITISH MOTORCYCLE wanted 
for restoration by retired gent. 
Triumph/BSA/Norton. Any condi¬ 
tion. Cash paid. 01543 422237. 

YAMAHA XJ600-S DIVERSION, 12 
months MoT, 2010 model, black, 
6,5000 miles, £2,500 ono. 

Telephone 07590 309951. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



motor services 

v___ 


M S AUTO REPAIRS 

Engines serviced from £29.99. 

All makes and models Mot work 
carried out at competitive prices. 

Special rates for OAP. 

All mechanical work undertaken 

Call: Sam 07821598678 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CkLL^ 

01902 317878 



a) 
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KATHLEEN LOVERIDGE 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 3 Bush 
Road Tipton West Midlands DY4 8LB, 
who died on 25/04/2016, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 14/10/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

CO-OP LEGAL 
SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: DBR/3812246P/Loveridge) T478732 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/16/59598 Mr Matthew Smith Land At Proposed residential 

Bennington Graingers Lane development of 19 dwellings 

Developments Cradley Heath (outline application for access, 

appearance, layout and scale). 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Cheshire Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Cheshire Road, Smethwick between Watery Lane and Edward Road. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 19/08/16, effective 
from 15/08/16. Traffic will be diverted via Edward Road, Rosefield Road, Watery Lane and 
vice-versa. Purpose - service connection by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Portway Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2016, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along 
Portway Road, Oldbury between 8pm and 6am from the junction with Wolverhampton 
Road (A4123) to Shidas Lane. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 06/09/16, effective from 20/08/16. Traffic will be diverted 
via Wolverhampton Road (A4123), Birchley Island, Churchbridge, Portway Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - facilitate works to water main. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lewisham Road, Smethwick) 

(Temporary One-Way Operation) Order 2016, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Lewisham Road, Smethwick between 
Downing Street and Middlemore Road other than in a south easterly direction. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 29/08/16, 
effective from 10/08/16. North west bound traffic will be diverted via Downing Street, 
Wattville Road, Holyhead Road and Middlemore Road. Purpose - works to the gas main 
by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


WILLIAM ERIC CHINN 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an interest 
in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 58 Milcote Road 
Smethwick West Midlands B67 5BQ, who 
died on 08/05/2016, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before two months and 
one day from the date of this publication, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

LLOYDS BANK ESTATES 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICE 
Hodge House 114-116 St Mary Street 
Cardiff CF10 1DY T478711 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


WENAUfDIT! 



Is. 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, August 4, 2016 
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The award winning il 0 now 
even more affordable 



BRINDLEY HYUNDAI 

55 Penn Road 
Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 
Tel. 01902 690617 

www.brindleyhyundai-wolverhampton.co.uk 


Millennium Park 

Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR 
Tel. 0121 695 9971 

www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 


HYurmm 


NEW THINKING. 
NEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) • 78.5 (3.6), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 80.7 (3.5), Combined 32.1 (8.8) • 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 -84 g/km. 
Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

On the road (OTR) prices shown include customer saving discounts where applicable, VAT where applicable, delivery, vehicle first registration fee, number plates and 12 months' Road Fund Licence. All offers, finance and savings are subject to 
availability and are only available to private retail customers on new cars purchased and registered in the UK, between 1st July and 30th September 2016, inclusive. 5 Year Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Please see www.hyundai.co.uk 
or ask us. W. Brindley (Garages) Limited trading as W. Brindley (Garages) Limited are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and 
may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


Style, ability 
and comfort 
in BMW’s 
new 7 Series 

On sale now, the sixth generation of the BMW 
7 Series is a true flagship of the BMW range, 
blending comfort, style, dynamic ability and 
cutting edge technology in equal measure to 
create an inspiring mode of luxury transport. 

To complete the range, the BMW 7 Series has bor¬ 
rowed technology from the BMW i sub-brand to fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of the BMW X5 eDrive40e, BMW 
225xe and the BMW 330e to create the new BMW 
740e and 740Le xDrive. 

The plug-in- hybrid variants of the new BMW 7 Series al¬ 
low long-distance comfort and luxury to be experienced in 
combination with all-electric, locally emission-free mobility. 

Both models sit within the BMW iPerformance range and 
have BMW eDrive and the carbon core body structure with 
which are rooted in know-how from BMW i. The intelligently 
controlled interaction between the combustion engine and 
the electric drive, which together generate a total system 
output of 326hp, endows the BMW 740e and 740 xDrive 
with strong acceleration while simultaneously realising a 
substantial reduction in fuel consumption and emissions. 

The electric motor is fully integrated into the eight-speed 
steptronic transmission. This ensures that pure-electric driv¬ 
ing, the dynamics-enhancing electric boost function and the 
recuperation of braking energy can operate efficiently. 

Working intelligently together, the combustion engine 
produces an output of 258hp whilst the electric drive sys¬ 
tem producesl 12hp, resulting in a combined system output 
of 326hp. The immediate response of the accelerator and 
sustained delivery of dynamic power allow the BMW 740e to 
accelerate from zero to 62mph in 5.4 seconds and the BMW 
740Le xDrive to complete the same sprint in 5.3 seconds. 

Efficiency 

The cars’ sporty driving characteristics are accompanied 
by extraordinarily low petrol consumption and emissions. 
The 740e has a combined fuel consumption of 134.5mpg 
whilst the 740Le xDrive achieves 117.7mpg. The CO 2 emis¬ 
sions associated with petrol consumption are 49g/km and 
54g/km respectively. The efficiency of the BMW eDrive tech¬ 
nology developed using know-how from BMW i is proven 
in the all-electric, locally emission-free driving resulting in a 
range of 29 miles. 

The 740Le xDrive follows in the tyre tracks of the X5 
xDrive40e as the brand’s second model to distribute its 
power permanently to all four wheels in pure electric driv¬ 
ing. The intelligent all-wheel- drive system ensures supreme 
traction, optimised directional stability and enhanced agility 
through all types of corners in all- weather and road condi¬ 
tions. The variable power distribution between the front and 
rear wheels gives the BMW 740Le xDrive a dynamic accel¬ 
erative ability, with 0 to 62mph completed in 5.3 seconds. 

The plug-in hybrid variants of the new 7 Series are also 
equipped as standard with the newly designed driving expe¬ 
rience control switch. At the touch of a button, the driver can 
activate a vehicle setting that optimises dynamics, comfort 
or efficiency. The range of characters encompassed by eco, 
pro, comfort and sport modes are even more clearly defined 
than with conventionally powered vehicles. 

Beyond this, the control switch offers the option of select¬ 
ing adaptive mode. In this setting, the car’s responses adapt 
noticeably to the driver’s style and route profile. 

BMW eDrive technology brings together exceptional ef¬ 
ficiency and long-distance comfort for both driver and pas¬ 
sengers. Unbeatable occupant protection is provided by an 
extremely high-strength passenger cell. 

The high level of standard specification for the BMW 740e 
and BMW 740Le xDrive includes LED headlights, the BMW 
display key, the ConnectedDrive navigation package, smart¬ 
phone integration with an inductive charging facility for the 
phone battery, and an iDrive operating system expanded to 
include a touchscreen function for the control display and 
the globally unique BMW gesture control feature. Custom¬ 
ers can also look forward to auxiliary heating and air condi¬ 
tioning, which allow them to prepare the car’s interior tem¬ 
perature in advance. 

Another item on the list of standard equipment is the am¬ 
bient light function, which includes the welcome light carpet 
and the ambient highlight in the rear compartment. Among 
the optional features providing an exceptionally luxurious 
way to cover the miles are the Bowers Wilkins Diamond Sur¬ 
round Sound System and the ambient air package. 

Customers can also specify comfort seats, active seat 
ventilation, the massage function with vitality programme 
and heat comfort package for front and rear seats. The exec¬ 
utive lounge option brings a sense of wellbeing to the rear of 
the740Le and 740Le xDrive while the sky lounge panorama 
glass roof is also available for these models as an option. 

The selection of driver assistance systems includes the 
new-generation BMW Head-Up Display as well as the Park¬ 
ing Assistant, Driving Assistant, Driving Assistant Plus and 
Surround View systems. The iPerformance variants of the 
new 7 Series can also be specified as an option with the M 
Sport package, pure excellence exterior design and interior 
design packages and BMW Individual design composition. 
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An attractive proposition 


By John Griffiths 


You may have heard motorcy¬ 
clists wishing aloud that they 
had a stable of bikes: or at least 
one for the daily commute and 
another for open road thrills at 
the weekend. 

But to most that’s a dream: in the real 
world what most of us want is a machine we 
can afford that adapts itself to all roles. 

There can be few cheaper, more compe¬ 
tent all-rounders than Suzuki’s new SV650, 
a middleweight twin with zesty performance 
and excellent handling which at £5,736 is 
definitely at the less expensive end of cat¬ 
egory A bikes. 

The name, and the 645cc V-twin, has 
been around for nearly 20 years but the 
2016 bike comes with some major improve¬ 
ments - no less than 60 engine upgrades 
and 70 changes to the chassis, according 
to Suzuki. 

The secret of the SV’s success has al¬ 
ways been its relatively light weight (under 
200kgs), low seat and user-friendly nature 
which makes it acessible for all types of rid¬ 
er, particularly those looking for a first big 
bike. It also has a particulary slim profile 
compared to the more common four cylin¬ 
der machine, making it as easy to thread 
your way through city traffic as a 50cc 
scooter, Yet on the open road its a quick, 
fine handling machine that makes it a pleas¬ 
ure to thread along twisty B-roads. 

Many of the upgrades in the new SV are 
calculated to build on its inate all-rounder 
characteristics. 

It has a little more power - 75bhp and 


64Nm of torque - as well as Suzuki’s Low 
RPM Assist, a bit of electronic wizardry de¬ 
signed to make it easier to pull away smooth¬ 
ly (and reduce the risk of a stall) as well as 
easier, smoother running in stop/start city 
traffic. 

When you consider those engine power 
figures, you also have to factor in weight, 
and the new bike is even lighter, by 8kgs, 
which contributes to its performance and po¬ 
tential fuel economy of up to 73mpg. A fuel 
tank with a capacity of three gallons gives a 
competitive range. 

The V-twin has a distinctive, and rather 
pleasing, soundtrack and riding character¬ 
istics are a bit special, too, particularly the 
effective engine braking which helps you to 
set up perfectly for the next corner. The six- 
speed gearbox is typically Suzuki slick. 

The bike’s low weight and seat height 
make it feel particulary nimble, inspiring con¬ 
fidence and putting a smile on your face as 
you flick left and right through the bends. 

The electronic instrument panel includes a 
nicely clear digital speed readout, rev coun¬ 
ter, gear indicator and comprehensive trip 
computer. The backlighting is adjustable to 
help visibility in all light conditions. 

Unlike some of its predecessors which 
came with a bikini fairing the new SV is a na¬ 
ked bike, reflecting the trend in middleweight 
bikes, but there are a range of accessories 
and, of course, after market options if you 
feel you need a screen to deflect the wind. 

I confess aerodynamics are something of 
a black art to me, but I actually didn’t regis¬ 
ter significant wind pressure on this bike at 
70mph, whereas on others you can feel as if 
your arms are being pulled out if their sock¬ 
ets at the same speed. A screen might be 
useful for long motorway rides, perhaps. The 



It is a handy, easy to 
ride machine for day to 
day urban journeys with 
the power and agility to 
thrill on the open road 


mirrors are set wide enough to actually be 
of use, even for a rather wide rider like me. 

The brakes (twin discs at the front, sin¬ 
gle at the rear) are smooth and effective, 
and the bike is equipped with ABS too. 

The SV’s 17-inch wheels are fitted with 
120/70 rubber at the front and 160/60 at 
the rear. 

The 2016 bikes looks may not be quite 
as distinctive as its semi-faired ancestor, 
but the minimalist, streetfighter styling is 
the current trend for middleweight bikes, 
so must be what the custome demands. 


The lack of a fairing does, of course, have 
advantages when it comes to price and 
running/repair costs, 

What Suzuki’s engineers and designers 
have done with the new SV is to build on 
its core strengths, to make it even better 
in or out of town to create a consummate 
all-purpose machine. It is a handy, easy to 
ride machine for day to day urban journeys 
with the power and agility to thrill on the 
open road. 

Combined with its low price that makes 
it an attractive proposition. 



llth August 

Stafford & Stone Express & Star 

12th August 

Express & Star 




DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 
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A3 clearly 
connected 
to values of 
real-world 


• Motabiiity Brindley Motability gives 

The leading car scheme for disabled people * *■ ^ 

www.bnndieykia.co.uk you worry-free motoring 


Great Motability offers from Brindley 



• high seating position 

• sat nav 

• reversing camera 

• sunroof 

• heated seats and steering wheel 


Exclusive to Brindley Kia 

we pay your deposit 


Now available with 



All new Sportage 1.6 GDi 


t/vith NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


• high seating position 

■ tinted glass 

• Bluetooth® 

■ hill start assist 

• 60/40 folding seats 


Brindley Kia 


(KIA) 

The Power to Surprise 


• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


Kia range fuel consumption: Urban 19.3-54.3 mpg, Extra-Urban 31.0-70.6 mpg, Combined 26.2-62.8 mpg, CO 2 117-258 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Pictures for illustration only. 

For 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty and terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Subject to availability on vehicles registered before 30 th September 2016. 
For Motability details and eligibility visit: www.motability.co.uk 


By Ian Donaldson 


FORGET the acceleration times or how far 
the car goes on a gallon, for some potential 
owners the way their iPhone hooks up is the 
decider. 

Or, as the man from Audi said about the newly up¬ 
date A3 range: “To some younger customers being 
connected is more important than the car itself.” 

So, younger customers rejoice! This workover of Audi’s 
biggest selling range brings extra standard kit and the pos¬ 
sibility (at extra cost, it’s an Audi, remember) of keeping 
yourself connected like never before. 

With four body styles to choose from - three and five-door 
hatch (Sportback in Audi speak), saloon and cabriolet - and 
six engines on offer, there ought to be a car to suit most 
upwardly mobile people in search of a classy set of wheels. 

Priced from £19,365, the latest A3 comes with a mild rejig 
on the outside and more bits inside, including cruise control, 
auto lights and wipers and a multi-function steering wheel. 

You have to move up the range, or pay for extras to appre¬ 
ciate all the new techno upgrades, which can include what 
Audi calls a digital cockpit; really a high definition screen 
replacing conventional dials that you can make display the 
sat nav with cinema screen clarity or let the instruments 
dominate. 

The entry level A3 is a three-door hatch with 1.0 litre pet¬ 
rol engine and SE trim but not many people will be tempt¬ 
ed, heading instead to the Sport (+£1,550) and the S line 
(+£2,150), where bigger alloys, styling tweaks inside and 
out and LED headlights (and natty rear indicators that flash 
in a bulb- sweeping action) mark the car out as the range 
topper. 

You’ll find satellite navigation on all but the SE but find 
£995 for a technology pack and you’ll add high speed 4G 
internet access via a SIM card with no date charge, Google 
Earth and Street View and Twitter. 

If you’re mobile phone is clever enough you can pop it 
in the Audi Phone Box between the front seats, where it 
charges itself without needing to be plugged in and works 
through the car’s own aerial for a better reception. 

Oh, and there’s 10GB of hard drive memory for every 
song you&#39;ve ever bought and need to download to the 
car. So you’ll stay very connected indeed to your life outside 
your Audi. 

Add a driver assistance pack for £1,950 and an au¬ 
to-geared A3 will slow to a halt and start off again all by itself, 
maintain a safe distance behind the vehicle ahead at cruis¬ 
ing speed and briefly steer the car at speeds up to 37mph. 

There are a couple of option boxes you can tick without 
adding to the price of your car - to delete the badges on the 
back to keep your engine details to yourself, or to delete 
the lowered, stiffened suspension that comes with an S line 
package. Two paint colours cost nothing extra either (solid 
white or black) although everything else costs £550, or £775 
for a crystal effect black. 

Alongside a carried over selection of engines there’s the 
first application in the A3 of the Volkswagen Group’s feisty 
1.0 litre three-cylinder petrol engine and a new 2.0 petrol 
power unit with 190 horsepower and coupled to a new sev¬ 
en-speed automatic gearbox. 

As ever, slipping into the latest A3 reinforces the compa¬ 
ny’s reputation for building cars as well finished as anything 
near the price; this is a high quality environment in which to 
spend hours of your life at a stretch. 

Choose the popular 2.0 litre diesel and S line trim and 
you’ll have a car that shrugs off the miles, the engine a dis¬ 
tant thrum as the suspension stays firmly in contact with 
the road, doing its best with big alloy wheels and stiffened 
springs to smooth your path. 

Lesser versions with smaller wheels - or an S line on the 
optional softer suspension - would ride more serenely but 
lack the positive edge to the steering that makes the A3 feel 
taut and ... connected. 

The trip computer showed 54.9mpg after a brief but spir¬ 
ited drive. Combine that with the way the car is predicted to 
hang on to its value as the months roll by and this new Audi 
is clearly connected to real world values. 


TESTED 

Audi A3 Sportback 2.0 TDI S line 150 PS 
Engine: 2.0 litre diesel, 148bhp 
Warranty: Three years or 60,000 miles 
Economy: The A3 can do 65.7mpg officially 
Insurance group: 24 
Price: £27,285 
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Molly Wright, aged 11, and Sophie Edwards, 12, both of Burntwood Morgan Daley, aged nine, from St Stephen’s Primary Leah Everitt, aged nine, of Bilston, takes part in the Tri-Golf regional final 



St Stephen’s Primary’s Alecia James and Endrit Tora, both aged nine 


Success for 3 Hammers 
is par for the course 


THE 3 HAMMERS Golf Complex acad¬ 
emy director Rob Bluck is in high spir¬ 
its after two successful events at the 
course. 

The second national Street Golf Champi¬ 
onship and the Wolverhampton Tri-Golf final 
were both held at the par-three venue on Old 
Stafford Road, Coven, with youngsters of all 
abilities getting involved. 

First to take place was the Street Golf, with teams 
from community golf programmes across 16 Premier 
League and Championship football clubs, including 
Villa and Stoke, bearing their teams’ strips and com¬ 
peting for the crown. 

The competition was organised by the Golf Foun¬ 
dation, in partnership with Premier League 4 Sport, 
Sport England and Get into Golf. 

Adapted 

The final was aimed at junior competitors, with 
teams of four playing adapted formats of golf such 
as ‘Super Sixes’ and ‘Flag Golf in the morning and 
afternoon. 

Cardiff City, who won the inaugural trophy in 
2015, were victorious once again and the youngsters 
who took part were also treated to a trick shot display 
by Kevin Carpenter on the driving range. 

“We held the grand final for the second year run¬ 
ning and it was a fantastic event,” said Bluck. “For¬ 
tunately, the rain managed to hold off throughout the 
day. 

“We were initially supposed to start at 10am but we 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“A young girl called Geor¬ 
gia Smith, from Oxfordshire, 
managed to get a hole in one 
in front of the Sky cameras.” 


had to put it back for half an hour. But after that it all 
ran smoothly until we finished at 4pm, and then the 
rain started pouring down. 

“A young girl called Georgia Smith, from Oxford¬ 
shire, managed to get a hole in one in front of the 
Sky cameras, as they were down here as well, so that 
tuned out really well. 

“Kevin Carpenter did a trick shot show, which was 
awesome and everyone really enjoyed it. 

“All in all, it was a massive success.” 

On the following day, 60 young golfers from schools 
across the Black Country descended on the 3 Ham¬ 
mers course for the Tri-Golf final. 

Involved were six primary schools - St Stephen’s, 
Claregate, St Andrew’s, St Michael’s, The Royal and 
Stow Heath - with each having won a qualifying 
event to get to the final. 

From each school there were 10 children - five 
boys, five girls - aged six-to-nine taking part in a se¬ 


ries of challenges on the complex’s 10,000 sq ft artifi¬ 
cial practice and putting area. Playing with soft clubs 
and balls, they competed to win certificates, medals 
and trophies but before that, were given time to prac¬ 
tice with some PGA golf professionals. 

St Stephen’s Church of England Primary School 
were the winners and will soon head to the Stafford¬ 
shire School Games county final. 

Bluck was equally as thrilled with how the event 
went, and said: “We had 60 kids here from all across 
Wolverhampton. 

“It was kids who have given golf a go in their 
schools so it was nice to have them down here and 
experience playing on the course. 

Weather 

“It was St Stephen’s who won it, the weather tried 
its best to ruin it again but it all went well. Tri-Golf 
festivals are played with a soft club and ball but being 
as they were down here, we got them on the driving 
range with a proper club and ball and they enjoyed it. 

“We have got a number of kids now who have 
shown an interest in carrying on with golf and coming 
along to our sessions down here as well.” 

The 3 Hammers Golf Complex recently won the 
Golf Foundation’s national Critchley Community 
Award for getting juniors into the sport. 

Bluck believes the Street Golf and the Tri-Golf 
events were a great way to top off a fantastic few 
months for 3 Hammers. 

“We have just won the award for our work with 
juniors so these events summed up what we are all 
about. It was the icing on the cake,” he added. 



Nine-year-old Sam Roden, from St Andrews Primary, during theTri-Golf regional final 


Jamal McKoewn, aged nine, of Bilston, takes a stroke at 3 Hammers for the Tri-Golf torunament 
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Boss’s high 
praise for 
team riders 

BIRMINGHAM boss Graham Drury was 
full of praise for his side after their 54-36 
victory at Rye House. 

The Surestop Brummies, who were 
without top stars Zach Wajtknecht and 
Tom Perry, pulled off another stunning 
team performance to pull further clear 
at the top of the Travel Plus National 
League. 

After a 90 minute delay, due to the 
Premier League fixture between Rye 
House and Somerset overrunning, Drury 
insists his side deserve even more credit 
for their performance. 

“The whole situation was far from 
ideal,” said Drury. “I’m not a fan of dou¬ 
ble headers, especially when you’re a 
part of the second meeting. 

“But despite all of that, the lads got 
their heads down, cracked on with things 
and what another remarkable team per¬ 
formance it was.” 

Jack Smith and Tom Bacon continued 
their exceptional run of form as they 
both reached double figures for a fifth 
time in six meetings. The flying duo 
combined for arguably one of the shock 
5-1’s of the season as they beat the vastly 
more experienced Rye House pairing of 
Luke Priest and Ben Morley in heat 15. 

After only declaring himself fit to race 
48 hours before the meeting, teenage 
reserve Jack Parkinson-Blackburn pro¬ 
duced another mature display, dropping 
just one point to an opponent. 

Guest Liam Carr was involved in 
two maximum heat advantages for the 
Brummies while vice captain Darryl 
Ritchings chipped in with another solid 
contribution at No.4. 

Meanwhile, Danyon Hume endured a 
tough night as mechanical problems and 
falls hampered his tally against his for¬ 
mer club. The Brummies hosted fellow 
play-off contenders King’s Lynn at Perry 
Barr on Wednesday. 

Hammer time hope 
for Morris as he 
looks to beat rivals 

CRADLEY rider Ashley Morris was set 
to start as one of the favourites for Tues¬ 
day’s showpiece Golden Hammer indi¬ 
vidual event at Monmore. 

Morris has won every major honour 
with the Heathens and made an emo¬ 
tional return to the club for the 2016 
season. 

But on an individual front the Ham¬ 
mer has so far eluded him and it’s some¬ 
thing he was aiming to put right in front 
of a bumper crowd at the 20-heat event. 

Morris said: “It’s come around really 
quickly, but I’m really looking forward to 
it because it’s always a massive meeting. 
You know you’ll get a big crowd which 
makes it special and there are some top 
riders involved as well. 

“It’s going to be a tough one with the 
riders who are racing, but I’ve been going 
well at Monmore this season. I know the 
track well enough, I can’t have any ex¬ 
cuses and I’ll be trying to show everyone 
what I can do against strong opposition. 
I’ve always seemed to have a chance but 
things never seem to go my way on the 
night. Hopefully this time things can be 
different and I can go all the way.” 


Sam and Frankie ready for showdown 



Frankie Gavin seen fighting Ivo Gogosevic 


LOCAL heroes Sam Eggington and Frankie 
Gavin are likely to box one more time before fi¬ 
nally meeting in the ring later this year. They 
shared the Sky Sports bill in Leeds on Saturday 
night and will fight when Matchroom Boxing re¬ 
turns to Birmingham on October 22. 

The two welterweights were supposed to clash 
at the Barclaycard Arena last October, but Gavin 
withdrew citing a passing car had run over his 
foot. Both got the job done early in their latest 
ring assignments. Eggington took just 93 seconds 
to force the referee’s intervention at the week¬ 
end, in a run-out against Daza Usher that was 


BOXING 


scheduled for six rounds. Eggington pinned him 
into the corner and landed more right hooks in a 
flurry, referee John Latham stepping in to spare 
him any more punishment. 

Meanwhile, Gavin waited until the last session 
of the six to halt Croatian visitor Ivo Gogosevic 
in Leeds, but remains of the opinion he requires 
more rounds. Gavin is almost-certainly next on 
the agenda but Eggington might be looking to be 
perhaps even on the undercard of Kell Brook ver¬ 
sus Gennady Golovkin on September 10. 


£ 16 m SAKHO 
SWOOP NEAR 


ALBION are closing in on a £16 
million club-record deal for 
Diafra Sakho after agreeing a 
fee with West Ham. 

The 26-year-old striker still needs to 
agree personal terms and pass a med¬ 
ical but he is eager to leave east Lon¬ 
don after a frustrating season under 
Slaven Bilic. His signing is expected to 
be completed in the next 48 hours. 

The disillusioned West Ham forward has been 
a target all summer, but the Baggies were ini¬ 
tially fighting with Sunderland for his signature. 

That changed when Black Cats boss Sam Al- 
lardyce - who took Sakho to West Ham - became 
England manager. Sakho’s arrival is expected to 
pave the way for either Rickie Lambert or Saido 
Berahino to leave the club. 

Stoke and Crystal Palace have both had bids 
in the region of £20m rejected for Berahino and 
Villa are reportedly interested in Lambert. An¬ 
other Albion player whose future remains un¬ 
certain is defender James Chester, who has not 
played a minute in pre-season so far. 

Tournament 

But the Baggies coaching staff say that’s 
because the Welsh international reached the 
semi-final of Euro 2016. “Chezzy was the last one 
to come back in because they went further in the 
tournament, so he’s had less training than the 
other lads,” said first team coach Ben Garner. 

“But he’s fine, he’s fit. We’ve built up his train¬ 
ing over the last week-and-a-half. He’s a little 
further back than the other players at the mo¬ 
ment. He deserves a lot of credit, Chezzy, because 
his game time was limited last year at times. But 
his attitude to train, his professionalism was first 
class. “He’s come back in, refreshed, ready to go 
and I’m sure he’s looking forward to the season 
ahead.” 

Meanwhile, Albion are desperate to hold on to 
versatile defender Jonny Evans amid surprise 
interest from Premier League big boys Arsenal. 

The Gunners are reportedly lining up a shock 
£15 million bid for Evans as Arsene Wenger looks 
to plug the gap left by Per Mertesacker’s injury. 

But the Baggies are unwilling to sell one of 
their most trusted players. 



Diafra Sakho, in West Ham colours, who could be a record signing, at £16m for the Baggies 


Embarrassment for blundering Baggies 


ALBION’S disastrous dou¬ 
ble-header in Devon came to an 
embarrassing end with defeat 
at non-league Torquay United 
on Monday. 

Two wonderful solo goals in 
the space of six minutes con¬ 
demned the Baggies at Plain- 
moor. Left-back Callum Hall 
started the fireworks in the 
52nd minute with a rasping 25- 


yard drive that swerved inside 
Ben Foster’s far post. 

Six minutes later striker 
Brett Williams put the Devon 
outfit on cloud nine with a cool 
finish after a brilliant turn and 
run from the half-way line. 

Matt Phillips scored his first 
goal for the Baggies with 10 
minutes to go after a raking 
long ball from Darren Fletcher 


and some impressive ball jug¬ 
gling. But it was too little too 
late for Albion who were undone 
in non-league weather by a non¬ 
league team. 

The defeat came two days 
after a drab goalless draw at 
League Two Plymouth Argyle, 
suggesting this team still has 
plenty of work to do before the 
season starts. 


Zaber: Let’s 
get it on 
with Byfield 

MANNY Zaber has revealed he’s set his 
sights on a Black Country derby show¬ 
down in the ring with Dudley’s Les By¬ 
field. 

Old Hill’s Zaber is undefeated in seven 
professional contests, since turning over 
from unlicensed boxing last year. 

Byfield is also undefeated having trod¬ 
den a similar path and has joined him in 
the paid ranks at lightweight. 

The pair were on a collision course 
during their time in the unlicensed 
game, before Zaber injured himself in a 
car accident. 

Now the 21-year-old is eager to rekin¬ 
dle the rivalry, saying: “I want Les By¬ 
field. Wherever I go, people keep asking 
me about the fight. 

“We’re both local fighters with similar 
backgrounds and records and I want to 
get it on. 

“I know Les and respect him as a 
fighter, but I want to get in the ring and 
prove that I’m the better man. 

“We were due to fight a few years ago 
when we both boxed unlicensed, but I 
broke my leg in a car accident and it just 
never happened. 

“We are at similar stages in our pro 
career now, though, and it’s a great idea 
for us both.” 

Zaber recorded a seventh straight win 
in Tewksbury, outpointing Gloucester 
journeyman Andy Harris. ‘Pac Man’ is 
set to fight again in September, as he 
looks to keep himself busy and ready for 
a possible showdown with Byfield. 

Zaber said: “It was a good work out 
against Andy. He’s an experienced pro 
and knows all the tricks in the book. 

“I was pleased to get the rounds in. 

“I’m back in the gym and should be 
fighting early September in Walsall. 
After that, I plan to keep busy so my 
message to Les is ‘I’m ready when you 
are’.” 

Albion face trips in 
new-look trophy 

ALBION’S academy face long midweek 
trips in the ‘regionalised’ group stage of 
the new-look English Football League 
Trophy. Sixteen groups of four teams 
have been drawn out for the first round 
of this season’s Trophy. 

Albion’s academy have two trips down 
south to face Millwall and Luton Town, 
before hosting Gillingham in Group H of 
the southern section. 

Each side will play the others once in 
the group stage, with the top two going 
through to a last 32 knockout round. 
If games are level at full-time then the 
teams will have a penalty shoot-out for 
an additional point. 
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THE ROWLEY 


BAR & GRILL 



Now Available 


wettteiJS.kiiissforprta® Tandoori Sizzlers 


parties from 2 to 50 people 
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Mixed Grills | Curries 



07932634531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AF., 
ROWLEY REGIS www.therowley.co.uk 
FACEB00K.COM/R0WLEYBARANDGRILL 
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